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j^WERTBlMENT. 



The writer of tiue following lettert, a gen- 
tleiiian of liberal education and considerable 
pfofmty, lifenrihg been disappointed in his 
hA^ti of happiness with a beloved female, to 
rcifere the distress of his mind, resolved to 
travel; and kisving this country for New 
York, on his amval, commenced a corre- 
6p6ndeiK:e with hb most intimate friend 
YorJc% esq. of Tauntpn^^Dean, in the 



MWI^M* 



county of Sometset^ fiis^l^lf^tnrother. After 
remisdnin^at Ne^ York a short time, he sud«- 
denly formed the resolution of embarking on 
si trading voyage to Botany Bay-^with which 
these letters begifi. 

£oon after they had sailed, a, tremendous 
4tt>rta obliged die Captain to alter his course. 
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and make for the river PJata, They safely 
reached Monte Video, and afterwards went up 
to Buenos Ayres, to repair the vessel j where 
Mr. David Wa3isjfciz;iBd \ti»i>f^ d^ngjsrous dis-? 
order, which usually attacks Europeans upon 
their firft landing in that country; and the 
captain, haviflg ^-repaired hiS -dainages and 
Completed his stock of provisions, was under 

* • ■ 

the disagreeable necessity of: leaving, him in 
' tlie tare of the fathers of th^ convent of St# 

^^ ■» _ ^ • • • * 

Dominic, tiy whWe unremitted attention he 
recovered in about threfe months. 

The jeatousy of the Spanish government 
causing him, upon his recovery,' to be con- 

fined to the limits bf the convent^ he, to ob- 

.''♦''*•• 
tain more liberty, tSok h:he^ dress pf a novi- 

• J- 
ciate ; and, iii consequetic*, after a ^hort time 

was permitted tb visit in the tawn, and soon. 

^ter to attend father Hernandez on 2^. visit. ta 

some of the presidencies in the interior of the 

province of Pariskguay,' which were under- 

stood to be in an unsettled state : this enabledk 
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him to make many observations, . which he 
took every opportunity of communicating to 
his friend iA this country, through his agent 
at New York, by means of the American 
captains trading to South America. 

After his return to Buenos Ayres, it is cer- 
tain that he went to Conception, in Chili j as 
he was last heard of from that place, in the 
year 1 803 : but whether he lost his life in 
any insurrection of the natives, or was im- 
prisoned by the government in consequence 
of his corresponi^ence being detected, is un- 
known. 
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LETTER I. 

NemYork, Nin. 1796. 
MY DEAR FRIENQ^ 

Vou have known me too long a$ 
a whimsical wanidihfir to feel much surprise at a 
strange caprice \rfiich I have adopted since my 
last letter : I was then about to return to PUla* 
delphia \ but I have given up that idea, and am 
now actually employed in preparing for a voyage 
to Botany Bay. * Botany Bay !' metlrinks I hear 
your wife exclaim ; ^ why, what an unaccountable 
vagary is this !' Very possibly it may be 40 ; I**m 
not at all disposed to dispute that point:* but 
what then ? I have been an unaccountable mortal 
from m)r cradle, therefore no absurdity I am 
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guilty of should be wondered at. I am resolved, 
Grod willing, to take a trip to New South Wales^ 
on purpose to view a place of wljich I have heard 
and read so much not only in Old England but 
in New. 

About three weeks since I chanced to meet at 
doctor Jones's. an old schoolmaster of ours. You 
may remember William JB- , of N , nc- 

mm 

phew to the celebrated H - of the congress. 
This young man left his native country about five 
years ago to settle here, under the protection bf 
his uncle, who is an austere methodical kind of 
man, and very much attached to money. William 
had no sooner arrived at New York, than the old 
gentlemak proposed seeding him as supercargo 
on board one of his vessels tt Port Jackson, be- 
tween which plac^ and this country there is now 
a constant communication bj^q, merchants here 
sending thither every kind of article the colony 
may be supposed to stand in need of. When the 
cargo is disposed of, they proceed to the East In- 
dies, and freight back with Asiatic produce. All 
this turns to a good account in the sum total, and 
is (hereforA extremely well adapted to the multi- 
pl|f||ig .|^niuses- of the Americans, whose souls 
Mem S€;a$ible o&nothing but the pursuit of gain. 

Youijg IJ— — has been three voyages to Port 
J^ksoa, the profits of whigh have mora* than an- 

4 
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jwcred his uncle's expectations. He represents, 
this settlement of ours in so peculi?ir a point of 
view, that I cannot resist the temptation I feel of 
going thither with him to examine into the state 
of affairs personally. I shall therefore take my 
passage in the brig Ann and Sarah^ bound from 
hence to Sydney CoVc, where I intend to remiain 
until niy thirst for noTelty is gratified ; whither I 
shall then direct nj^r wandering steps Heaven only 
knows. 

H goes this voyage as captain ; so that, in 

him, I may rely upon having a valuable and in- 
telligent companion* 

You shall hear from me again before I quit the 
bold and majestic scenery of these northern re- 
gions, where etery thing is gigantic save the idAs 
of the men and women, whose dDntracted in- 
tellects have Inore than* once excited my indigna- 
tioa. if not contempt. It seems to me, as if Na- 
ture, when forming this nether world, had ex- 
hausted all her treasures upon the inanimate part 
of the creation, and consequently had been obliged 
to cobble up the inhabitants out of ^hat shreds 
she had remaining j but, perhaps, when the states^' 
are once established, rich and powerful, the ideas 
of the Columbrians may expand. Then philoso- 
phers, astronomers, metaphysicians, and all the vo- 
taries of art and science, may spring up with in- 

9 2 
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tellects as capacious and profotind as this over- 
grown country seems to demand, that all the 
component parts may be in unison. This is 

* A consufunaation devoutly to be wished/ 

By, yours, &c. &c. 
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LETTER n. 

New York, Nov. IjgS. 

m 

I VERILY believe that in the mind of an 
American the love of gain supersedes every other 
consideration ; they estimate the loss of time by the 
same ratio* that a Jew merchant counts grains and 
carats when valuing the finest diamonds. How 
hx this may be commendable I know not, but 
•certain I am that their ideas and mine differ most 
surprisingly : not that I am by any means an ad- 
vocate for a waste of dme ; I regard it in as pre- 
cious a light as the New Yorkist, but for a very 
opposite purpose. I camiot possibly conceive how 
any man, possessing the divine light of reason, can 
rise with the dawn, apply himself instantly to 
work, and continue unremittingly at it until the 
day closes, except during the short intervals dedi* 
cated to breakfast, dinner, and supper, which are 
here hurried over as though each individual's eter* 
nal welfare depended on his dispatcfaiiig His meals 
with more expedition than his neighbour ; and» 
in all the common concerns of life, in every dififer- 
ent class of people^ the same economy is observed. 
No luxuries, either iu eating or clothing, are here 
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introduced, even ii^ the houses of the most opu-f 
lent: the food is all plain, but wholesome; and, to 
speak in Jack Barker's phrase, * No belly-cheating 
kickshaws are introduced to tantalise thfe appetite j' 
these honest members of the commonwealth, ever 
emersed in business, require something more sub- 
stantial. Neither is their attire more splendid 
than their diet. The females here are all of that 
delectable class distinguished in England by the 
name of good housewives. The domestic concerns 
of the house are not, as with us in most families 
of fortune, committed to the management of servr 
ants, to regulate their masters' or mistresses* pro- 
perty as shall best suit their own convenience ; every 
woman of American education personally inspects 
her own habitation (sometimes perhaps her ac- 
quaintances* also), and attends to the cooking, 
washing, and* other important matters of the like 
description. No one is ashamed, however exalted 
her station, of being seen in a plain morning cap, 
with a coarse apron before her, instructing an 
ignorant servant in her duty ; and these directions 
are given with such promptitude and exactness, 
that few if any errors can arise, but from a wilful 
misapprehension : thus every thing is executed 
with a neatness and dispatch that would astonish 
a modern servant on your side the water. I have 
often during. my frequent visits to M^-^-r- nptiw4 
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hif lady, in the midst of seven or eight servants, 
giving orders how such a room should be white- 
wasted, or such a batch of bread should be baked, 
and even in what manner a sick horse should be 
physiced. I came in one day and found her 
making a mop, to shew a girl she had from Bos- 
ton how it ought to be done, observing at the 
same time to me that she could not imagine 
how any person could exist so intolerably stupid 
as not to know how to make so simple an article. 
I took shame to myself at her remark j and, by the 
change of my countenance, she should plainly 
perceive I was equally ignorant and surprised at 
this elegant female accomplishment, for in fact it 
was ft piece of frugality I really had no conception 
of J but we are never too wise to learn, and I 
Could not help calling to mind the story of the 
basket-maker. Such is the force of- habit formed 
by an American education, i 

From saving of money to getting it is but an 

easy gradation : M is rapidly acquiring an 

immense fortune by sending out several small 
vessels laden with European goods to the East In- 
dies, where he finds - a certain and quick return. 

I am told by H. , that he can greatly yndersell 

the British merchants trading thither, even at their 
own settlements, for a special reason : — he builds 
hh own vessels, victuals them, and mans them at 
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one-third of the expence incurred by our peop]e» 
every necessary article for naval architecture being 
contained within the limits of this enterprising 
country : but the principal advantage of this traf- 
fic arises from its not being clogged in India with 
any civil or military establishments^ to maintain 
which must of necessity take from the British 
traders an immense revenue. 

This American speculation appears to be daily 
increasing in a manner that must in a very short 
time create a considerable degree of jealousy and 
alarm in our British merchants, who cannot be too 
much on theif guard against the dangerous conse- 
quences of such proceedings : not the most trivial 
advantage is here lo$t for want of foresight ifi the 
state or exertion in individuals, which is, I must 
own, most truly commendable ; and the more I 
consider the actions of these people, the more I 
admire and wonder at their industry and perse- 
verance, which is now indeed become habitual, I 
had almost said involuntary. 

Surely there must be^ something singularly pa- 
triotic in the minds of those men who can, for the 
sake of securing the prospect of riches and splen«- 
dour to their successors, dedicate the whole of 
their own lives to toil and trouble j only antici- 
pating the period when, in the hands of their po- 
sterity, then: country shall arrive at such a height 
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of eminence and glory as shall enable her to hold 
the rod of power over surrounding nations, and 
dictate laws in every quarter of the globe, as £ng<- 
land — envied England— does at present. 

But why does gain narrow up and trammel the 
genial effusions of the soul, which in itself is free 
and liberal ? This is a question I have frequently 
asked myself, but never yet could frame a satis:- 
fectory answer. * It will be time enough,* says an 
American, * to be profuse* — ^for with them there is. 
no distinction between liberality and profusion*—- 
* when our state is rich, and our children affluent : 
^ pound turned in trade, become two ; when sperit 
in pleasure, is annihilated.* 

I bear this, and am abashed. Their impressive 
manner of silencing a cavilist is laconically con* 
y incing ; there is no room for reply when every 
thing around bears testimony to the truth of the 
assertion* Adieu« 
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' LETTER III. 

New York, Nov, IjQd. 

I DINED yesterday with Mr. H , at 

whose house I was introduced to three emigrants 
from the North of Ireland; two of them were well- 
informed intelligent men, the other a mere matter- 
of-fact man, who, with his family, chose to leave 
Jiis native country because his friends did so, and 
he had heard besides that a prudent man could do 
no otherwise than well in America. They all 
hope to find on the banks of the Ohio more 
happiness and wealth tlian they have ever expe- 
rienced or could ever expect at home. How these 
expectations will be realised time must shew ; for 
mine own part I think the British gavernment 
highly to blame in suffering so many useful mem- 
bers of society to leave their mother country, 
where, if properly encouraged, they might render 
most essential service to the community at large. 
Here they meet with a ready welcome, and pur* 
chase ground at a cheap rate, but then it is with 
all its incumbrances of wood, bog, and quagmire, 
the whole of which they are compelled by the 
nature* of things to clear before they can hope to 
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SOW, build, or estsiblish manufactories ; and If so 
many individuals must have recourse to the culture 
of land as the means of independence, why are 
they not employed on the now useless acres of 
Old England and her sister kingdom ? There ar^ 
hundreds of enterprising spirits, who, with a little 
.encouragement, would gladly transform the ne- 
glected wilds of Ireland into proper cultivated 
farms, an^ be content to wait with patience the 
reward of their industry, Why do not thos? who 
hold the reins of power in Britain exert themselves 
in the most effectual manner to check the danger- 
pus increase of emigration? . It surely must be 
piore for the interest of every well-organised and 
wealthy monarchy to keep as many of its subjects 
at home as possible ; and that not by merely der 
priving them of the power of quitting their counr 
try, but by furnishing them with the means of 
continuing in it as good subjects ought : a trifling 
assistance to an active intelligent mind will be 
received with gratitude, and improved with ala- 
crity. The peasant who labours with hope for 
his companion lies down at night on a hard bed 
with pleasure ; his sleep is sweetly refreshing, and 
he rises at the dawn to renew his daily toil with 
equal vigour and applicatlbn, joyfully anticipating 
the moment when he shall receive the well-earned 
jrewar4 of his exertions. This hypothesis yoij 
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have seen realised on your own estate in Devon* 
shire j and what advantages do you not now derive 
from the improvements on the once barren farms 
let to your father's old tenants 1 — it is true they were 
tontent to grovel on in the same dull unimproving 
routine pursued by their predecessors, and because 
large tracts of land had Remained for ages waste, 
it was necessary that they should remain so still — 
^no good could possibly arise from speculating 
iniio>vations/ I cannot keep my temper when I 
Tefiect on such despicable meanness of intellect : 
1)ttt for speculation^ this immense continent from 
w^hich I am now writing might never have been 
iKscovcTcd ; and but for innovation^ whence would 
fcate arisen that happy code of laws on which the 
ficart of every Englishman dwells with entKusiastic 
pride? The same mode of reasoning, my friend, will 
hold good with rfespect to small matters ; and I was 
happy to see you adopt a more enlightened plan : 
by letting your estates at low rents, upon con- 
dition the whole of the waste land was improved 
and cultivated, you have the pleasure of seeing 
from the windows of your library acres hereto- 
fore a mere green desert now pearly crowned 
with the blessings of a plentiful harvest, and daily 
nnproving both in look and value. Now I am of 
opinion, that were the nobility of Ireland, and 
cnhers of large landed property, to follow your 
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exam^e, there would be few or no emigrackms 
dieHce, nor would rebellion raise so often its 
4lreadfal and destructive bead* No man likes to 
sdw where he is not certain he shall reap in salety; 
nor can the miserable starving cottager emerge 
from his poverty unless he first receive assistance 
from those above him : neirher should this assist- 
ance be con^ered as a gift, smce the benefatctor 
himself ultimately enjoys the benefits ari^g from 
sucfe a mode of conduct ; for, at the expiration of 
a few years, he finds his estates return to him, not 
in a barren unproductive state as when he let 
diem, but exhibiting in every different form the 
beneficial effects of agricultural improvement; and 
every succeeding f«roprietor feds the blessing in a 
more extensive degree. His graceof Bridgewa^r*s 
canal is a most surprising proof of the essential 
service that may be rendered, to the community at 
large, and ages yet unborn, by a temporary sacri- 
fice on the part of a liberal-minded enterprising 
individual. But it is useless for a person of 
moderate fortune to attempt this universal reform- 
ation ; for if a man has not property sufficient to 
^ complete his improvements when begun, the whole 
scheme had better at first be abandoned. I have 
therefore made it an invariable rule never to pro- 
jtBct any plan or assist any object unless I cguld da 
at akogether effectually* 
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But to return to the Irish emigrants, fronjitrhoffl - 
I have made a long digression^ if indeed it deserves 
that name* — These gentlemen make but a very- 
unfavourable report of the present state of Ireland ;. 
it seems to me a devoted country, doomed to be 
a scene of anarchy and bloodshed : the inhabitants 
appear to be composed of none but restless and 
ungovernable spirits, whom nothing (while in their 
present state) but coercive measures ean^restrain- 
If those in whose hands the wealth of Ireland is 
disposed still persist in the erring line of conduct 
they have hitherto adopted towards their poor 
dependants, it would be much better I think fol* 
the government of England ta interfere, ^nd send, 
thither a large colony of enterprising Englishmen, 
under the protection of a strong armed force, and 
bring away in their stead a much larger number 
of the wild Irish, and transplant them to some of 
our settlements abroad,, there to make them a free 
people with leave to act as they please, but give 
them at the same time the means of acting well, and 
improving their desperate fortunes by the cultiva-^ 
tion of the place they are taken to. VJ hy not, as 
WQ are on, such friendly terms with the Turks^. 
obtain the consent of the Ottoman Porte to plant 
a colony on the fruitful but neglected isle of Gan- 
dia, where, without derogating in the least from 
their native pride, they might with very moderatei 
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excHlHis grow independent, and in my dplnioa 
happy. This political proceeding would I am 
persu^ed'i^ a few years tend to the mutual ad- 
vantjige pf both nations. The French at some 
not very distant period will need a powerful check 
in the Levant, if the rumours here circulated are to. 
be regarded... They are indeed a nation capable of 
attempting ^ny atrocity, in v|pJatioh of every law 
divine andmiman.) They certainly mean to wrest 
if jDOSsible Ireland from England, but I trust they 
will meet in all their: attempts with the disappoint- 
ment they so well deserve. And fehould they even 
succeed in their intentions to assist the rebels, I 
doubt the poor infatuated Irish would but too 
soon find they had only exchanged an indiiFerenc 
master for the worse the modern world affords: 
Rapine and plunder have hitherto been the cha- 
racteristics of the French revolutionary armies, 
nor do their generals strive to check the disgrace- 
ful imj^ulse : bad indeed must that body of men 
be, who know no , right but that given by the 
sword, and acknowledge no laws but what them- 
selves impose. If they do n8t speedily meet with 
a r^ulse from England, I doubt if any other na- 
tion will be competent to make head against them ; 
and woe to the stdtes of the world should the 
balance of power ever remain with France, whose 
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ffiiile is like the eye of a serpent, and vbose 
fei^idslup is the t^ar of the fayena» 

But you will perhaps ask if I have not sem any 
Scotch emigrants as well as Irish : indeed I have 
not, though I have heard of many. I do not won-» 
der at their leaving their native place, for few I 
believe that could help themselves would stay to 
till the ground in Sqgiand, where nothing among 
the Highlands appears but barren^ unimprov* 
able rocks that mock the toil of the laboi||^r« 
Their poverty arises from the niggardliness of 
nature in withholding from them a sufficient share 
of those blessings which their mdefatigable in-* 
dustry would speedily augment. But I must con- 
fess that of all people in the world the Scotch are 
best calculated to thrive in America ;— -the same 
love of "gain, economy in expence, horror of every 
species of liberal charity or amusement, and ardent 
anxiety for the future welfare of the state and 
their posterity, are qualities of which thty may 
boast an equal portibn with the already*estabUshed 
colonists. But I will still persist in saying, that 
the greater part of the families that come hither 
might be better employed at home in our dififtent 
manufactures, which are, as yon observed in- your 
last, daily apd hourly extendiig the vast increase 
of commerce which our country has acquired 
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duriijg this war, must pf course require an im- 
mense number of additional hands ; and I must 
subscribe to the general and almost hackneyed 
option, that were the fisheries of Scotland morp 
liberally encouraged not a man of them would 
leave his native country, but stay and enjoy the 
fruits of his labour ^t home : and where can there 
be a finer field for this kind of speculation than in 
Scotland, where what has been denied them in 
fertility of land has been trebly repaid by the fe- 
cundity of the "sea? and if government did but 
reflect on the many advantages it might derivo* 
from a large body of hardy fishermen well or- 
ganised and well supported, I do not think our 
ministers would hesitate long to establish upon a 
royal foundation this extensive branch of com- 
merce, instead of letting it remam, as it now does, 
in the hands of a few mercenary individuals, who 
naturally enough prefer private emolument to 
public good. Were a royal fishery to be instituted, 
what a noble body of seamen would our sovereign 
have to depend upon in all cases of emergency ! 
•—seamen trained and competent to traverse any 
ocean : for certain I am the mariner who has 
for any length of time navigated the northern seas 
of Britain is sufficiently skilled to encounter the 
most hazardous maritime expedition. 

I am encouraged in these seiuimet^its by ^ long 
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'conversation I have had this morning with a cap- 
tain WooUett, of Newcastle upon Tyne : he is 
commander of the brig Nancy of that port, and 
arrived here about ten days since. He laments 
equally with me the progress and probable effects 
of the dangerous spirit of emigration. Does war, 
my dear friend, so totally engross the minds of 
ministers that they are wholly unmindful of this 
alarming evil ? Surely if the same encouragement 
were given to the northern fisherman as is bestowed 
upon the linen manufactories, a short time would 
prove it of more real advantage to the country at 
large than any branch of commerce whatever; 
and ahiong the many millions annually subscribed 
surely a small portion might, without the least 
injury to the state revenue, be appropriated to this 
great and valuable purpose, could but a clear and 
demonstrative estimate of its great utility be laid 
before his majesty, who has ever been the first 
• monarch in the world for promoting trade and 
agriculture, and for consulting the general good of 
his subjects. 

My political reveries are interrupted by a mes- 
sage from my friend B -. I must attend him 

for the* present j therefore— Adieu ! 
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LETTER IV. 

/ 

New York, Nod. 1796. 

It is really astonishing what crowds of 
shipping are daily issuing from every port in thd 
United States employed in traffic between the dif- 
ferent hostile powers; and now the trade of Holland 
^ is suspended it makes surprisingly in favour of the 
Americans, who, ever intent upon improving the 
smallest opportunity, will fail not to enrich them- 
selves on the overthrow of the Dutch republic j 
for I cannot possibly consider it in any other light, 
the French being a people not easily got rid of 
where they^have once obtained a footing, as long 
as they can, by finesse or compulsion, impose their 
plausible plans on their deceived allies. How such 
jit slow, crafty, and penurious people as the Bata- 
vians could suffer themselves to be overreached by 
the impetuous and volatile French is to me, and 
many thousand others, a matter of the greatest 
amazement : but nations, whether ruled by king's 
or governed by democratic power, have their 
rise, their zenith, and their fall. The Dutch for 
the space of a century gave laws to every maritime 
power in tljie world, excepting in some measure the 

c 2 
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English. The commercial concerns of the Hol^ 
landers v^ere marked with the most brutal ty- 
ranny, and not a ship returned laden from the 
East but its cargo was stained with the blood of 
the innocent. They have had their day ; and, if 
Heaven continue.to smile on the British arms, the 
manes of our suflfering countrymen 2nd natives 
will be amply avenged on the heads of their per- 
fidious oppressors, if we might venture to speculate 
on probable events : for surely so dissimilar a 
imion as that of. France with Holland can never 
continue long ; and then woe to the grasping 
schemes of the plodding Batavian ! for in propor- 
tion as they sink in the great scale of commercial 
policy so will the Americans rise. They are in 
many respects the exact counterpart of the Hol- 
landers: the advantages of commerce alone en- 
gross all their thoughts and actions ; and as the 
Phoenicians were of old so will the Americans in 
a short time be, should the war continue long, 
which, from existing circumstances, appeiars more 
than probable. 

I am often entertained vntli the speculating 
views of your old friend B— — , who is and ever 
was fertile and indefatigable in projecting plans for 
the general good ; and no circumstance, I thin];, 
would give him greater pleasure than to hear that 

the proposed treaty between Great Britain and the 
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United States was completed ; and he indulges his 
fancy in the boldest flights that ever entered the 
mind of man whenever the wished-for even]t shall 
take place. I am to dine with him to-morrow with 
a large political party in Beak-street, previous to 
my leaving this place j to which I think I never 
shall be disposed to return, unless it be to com* 
mence merchant. Adieu I 
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LETTER V, I 

~ f^ew York. 

Every tHing is ready for my des. 
parturc^ and I am now going to take leave of iny 
valued friend doctor Dingley, whom I much fear I 
shall never see again : he having relinquished the 
idea of visiting England, as he designed some fe^y 
months since ; and it must be next tp a miracle 
that should ever induce me to revisit America. 
Time, I trust, will give more stability, to my wan- 
derings. When I first declareil niy intention of 
gQlfig with H— — to Port Jackson, the good folks; 
here seemed to consider me as little better than a 
lunatic ; but when they found I persisted in my 
resolution they with pne consent began to impor- 
tune me to take with me some articles for barter 
or sale upon nay arrival in New South Wales, at 
the same time laying down to me, in the most 
circumstantial manner, the advantages I should 
derive from such proceeding. • And when, in reply, 
I objected my total ignorance of all mercantile 
concerns, and the impropriety of incumbering my- 
self with merchandise of which I knew not how 
to dispose, they one and all assured me that I should 
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fixid in H an excellent factor, and one who 

would be happy to instruct me during the voyage 
in every particular of commercial mystery ; for 
it is a pity they say to let slip so fair an oppor- 
tunity of uniting profit with pleasure, and turning 
money to advantage, at the same time that I 
gratify riiy inordinate desire of roving. All this 
I cannot but allow ; and really, my friend, I begia 
to think there must be some charm in acquiring 
money, which it is time I should be acquainted with. 
The questions and advice of these people display 
their real character better than volume^ of descrip- 
tion, and convince me they are an indefatigable 
interested generation, eternally on the watch for 
gain, and- to make themselves well acquainted with 
every one's concerns. I cannot imagine from whence 
their inquisitiveness springs, unless from a desire 
to learn if by any means they can be of service to 
you, and by so doing serve themselves. But, be 
ihat as it may, I am willing to regard them as a 
very industrious good sort of people^ who from a 
principle of fellow-feeling are anxious to instruct 
one in the best method of making the most of 
every thing : and every rising state should, in my 
opinion, invariably pursue the same -maj^im ; for 
that is the way to render themselves not only 
rich, but competent to enforce respect from sur- 
rounding nations. 
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More from a wish to avoid an iaflFectation of 
independence than any real inclination, I have 
yielded to the advice of my moneyrmaking neigh- 
bours, and purchased from out friend B ■ 

a quantity of articles, for which, he says, I shall 
receive a very good return. How that may prove 
I neither know nor care: it is sufficient for mei that 
I have given pleasure to this indefatigable man, who 
has bustled about in my behalf with the greatest 
alacrity, and given the most ample instructions to 

H -, who is to be my factor. 

But what, you will ask, is the nature of the mer- 
chandise by which I am^to gain a fortune ? Why 
thus it is, my friend : When a man commences 
trafficker he should first carefully consider the 
circumstances of those he intends to trade with. 
He should neither carry wine to Constantinople 
nor furs to Scringapatam, nor yet should he turn 
goldsmith or wholesale mercer at Port Jackson* 
I have therefore: — wisely appreciating the wealth 
and respectability of those to whom I am going — 
.provided myself with a sufficient portion of old 
clothes. Old clothes ! you cry, with a stare of sur- 
prise and incredulity — Old clothes ! at the same 
time spelling the words, as if to convince yourself 
of their identityi Yes, sir ; and no laughing matter 
cither. From a troublesome custom,' which the 
present generation is hardly enlightened enough 
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to 'shake off/ most people have an ugly prejudice 
that they must cover their na&edness^ though even 
in a new colony ; jtnd if a man will be dressed in 
the fashion of his country, and cannot afford new and 
fashionable raiment, he must be content, though 
even a settler of New South Wales, with the left- 
6ff finery of his betters : and upon this mode of 
reasoning I have formed my cargo. But, jesting 
*apart, I assui*e you it is a fact ; our merchants here, 
who have experienced it, say this kind of lading 
turns to very good account. Most of my wares 

are English. B has received a large quantity 

bf second-hand clothes from London, in exchange 
for a cargo of wheat j and in one of the bales, 
which was opened for inspection at my request, 
I was fool enough to persuade myself I recognised 
a coat once worn on gala-days hy yourself during 
our tour through Ireland, and is the same the 

mischievous Kitty L mutilated so ingeniously, 

for the sake of seeing how an Englishman looked 
with his sleeves slashed a FEspagnole. You see 
how a man with a long memory may recollect an 
old acquaintance even across the Atlantic. 

I am to see, by this voyage, that money expended 
in articles which we throw aside in England as un- 
serviceable makes — according to American- cal- 
culation — cent per cent. 

But I must hasten to conclude. The wmd is fap 
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vourable for our departure, previous to which I 
have many friendly people to take leave of. It 
will be some months, 1 suppose, before you hear 
from me again. The passage from hence to Port 
Jackson will not afford any kind of incidents to 
iunuse you : there are seldom any circumstances 
occur at sea but what are amusing to sailors only. 
1 need not say ihat I shall embrace the first op- 
portunity that offers to inform you of my situation ; 
for I know well enough that in whatever corner of 
the world I dispose of myself your friendship will 
be anxious for my welfare. 

God bless you ! Commend me to alLwhom you 
think I have any regard for. But, for the sake of 
iny reputatiofi with the ladiifs, J beseech you do 
not let any of o^f ferpajp acquaintance know that 
I am (urned dealer in rags. 

Yours, sincerely. 



4 » 
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LETTER VL 

'Monte Video, on the banks of 
La Plata y Jan. \7Q7» 

If I surprised you In my last with 
the intelligence of my new occupation, how shall 
I astonish you when you perceive from whence 
this is dated! but it will serve to confirm the old 
proverb, * What man appoints, God disappouits.* 
When I closed my last 1 was fully persuaded my 
)fij?xt Jetter would be dated from the coast of New 
South Wales ; but I was fated to return to America, 
though not that part of it I had last inhabited. I 
shall most assuredly commence fatalist ^ for many 
events of my life, and this not the least, have 
induced me at times to think that a superior power 
guides and directs every action and design of man: 
or in default of this position I shall believe in the 
power of inferior agents, who are permitted, for 
some great and wise purpose, to counteract and 
subvert the intentions of individuals. This latter 
hypothesis seems most agreeable to my ideas of 
the £)ivinity, but I doubt whether it will appear so 
to you. 

The morning after my last communication to 
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' you I went on board the Anne and Sarah, bound 
to Port Jackson, with a determined resolution to 
remain there for some months, in order to examine 
into the climate, soil^ prpdui:e, and colonial im« 
jMTOvements, of the island of New Holland, if is- 
land it may be called. But instead of complet- 
iig my design — ndt to mention my com* 
mendng trader, which might bf itself have en» 
grossed a great pari of my time, and perhaps even 
turned my ideas into a new channel — my whole 
arrangement was defeated by a violent hurricane, 
which succeeded a tedious calm of six-and-thirty 
hours. It overtook us about six weeks after our 
departure from New York, a short distance beyond 
the latitude of Rio Janeiro in Brazil. I had been 
for several days milch indisposed, and during the 
calm particularly uneasy ; but the fury of the wind 
soon created ideas more disagreeable even than 
sickness. I have been in many storms at sea, but 
never in one so alarming as this : we were borne 
ever the surface of the water with a dreadful ra^ 
pidity J now elevated as if to pierce the clouds that 
lowered on our heads, and now again precipitated 
into an abyss that seemed to threaten instant an- 
nihilation. My illness prevented my being of any 
essential service, but every man on board was 
obliged to exert himself for the general safety* 
For two days we ran as the wind directed us : oi| 
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the evening of the second the vessel sprung her 
bowsprit, and in less than an hour carried away 
her foretopmast, and to. add to our distress, great 
part of our water casks had been staved. In this 
emergency captain H . called a council of ali 
the people on board, which consisted, besides him- 
ielf, of . a supercargo, three passengers, a mate^ 
five seamen, , and two boys ; when, after a short 
deliberation respecting the latitude we were in, it 
was determined to make the best of our way for 
the isle of St. Catherine's. Thither we accordingly 
attempted to steer our course ; but the wind still 
Continuing to rage with unabating violence we 
were soon, in spite of every exertion, driven too 
far south to hope to gain that hospitable asylum : 
a second council was therefore summoned, the 
result of which was, that, as it was impossible ia 
our shattered state to think of reaching the Cape, 
we had no alternative but to proceed immediately 
for the great river La Plata, and endeavour, if pos- 
sible, to gain Buenos Ay res, there to repair our. 
damage, and recruit our stock of water and pro- 
visions, the greater part of which had been mate« 
ridly injured. 

This was no sooner decided on than put ia 
practice. The wind, happily for us, a little sub- 
sided i and we steered for the largest river in the 
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world) which we were fortunate ept)ugh to reach 
Iwithout any fresh disaster. 

The accounts which we read of the Plata, so 
far from being exaggerated, barely convey an 
adequate idea of its immensity ; though I now find 
that its depth is by no means proportioned to iU 
length and breadth. When we arrived at the 
mouth of the river — of which if I had not been told 
I should never have imagined it — I began to thank 
God that our perils were over ; but Isoon found 
that new ones awaited us, owing to the vast banks 
of sand dispersed in every direction. At bur en* , 
trance, under something more than a brisk gale, 
it was as much as all hands could do to steer the 
vessel clear^f a most dangerous shoal called the 
English bank, a place as much dreaded in those 
parts as the rocks of Scilly or the Goodwin Sands 
in our vicinity j and we had scarcely passed it in 
safety when we struck upon a smaller one, and thus 
we continued, for want of a pilot, to run oflf one 
sand and on another, shaking, jumbling, -working 
and cursing, for near thirty leagues, with boats a- 
head sounding the whole of the course which we . 
had to traverse before we could reach a place 
where we could hope for any assistance : however, 
by the help of a fresh breeze and constant watch- 
ing, we made shift in four days to anchor in. this 
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harbdur. Monte Video is the first port of safety 
4n this wonderful river : it is situated at the foot 

• 

of a conical mountain of a stupendous height, 
which.! serves as a land-mark, for another moun« 
tain there is not in a vast tract of country, many 
hundred miles in extent j and the river, even here, 
is so wide as to appear to an inexperienced persoa 
more in the resemblance of a sea* 

We found in this port**wo Portuguese merchant- 
vessels, three French, and two privateers ;. which 
last had, like ourselves, been forced in by stress of 
weather. On a signal being made by our captain, 
the commander of the fort sent oflF a boat with 
three Spaniards in hex to examine our papers; with 
which being satisfied, we were permitted to enter 
the harbour, and we immediately received every 
necessary assistance. It was evening when we 

arrived; and the next morning captain H and 

*we three passengers went ashore. Myself being an 
Englishman, and presently known ;as such, I ob- 
. served an eye of suspicion glance on me which 
way soever I turned myself* But this I cared not 
for ; being resolved, suu^ my desdny had landed 
me in Spanish America, to see as much of their 
town as I possibly could : though, God knows, be- 
sides the river and the mountain there is but little 

• 

to excite a traveller's curiosity. The fort seems to 
be the only object on which any attention has be^n 
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bestowed ; it is large, handsomely built, and con* 
«ists of four bastiosns^ on. which are apparently ver^ 
good brass cannoii^ Another bastion is begun on 
the land-side, and when that is finished the fosse 
is to be extended a much longer way than at pre- 
sent on terra firma* V have not much opinion of 
tjie strength of this fort, or the force that might 
be collected to withstand any determined attack of 
the British arms. It^ niafl and I doubt not would, 
resist any effort of the Portuguese or native In- 
dians ; but they would not iind it so easy a matter 
to repulse a select body of English soldiers and 
sailors, determined upon conquest. 

The church is the next principal building ; it is 
large and clean, but has nothing remarkable about 
it: the houses, many of which lie scattered about in 
a very irregular manner, with very pleasing gardens 
and little plantations attached to them, are all low 
and meanly built, very few being higher than the 
ground floor ; but their tiled tops, with the green 
trees waving over them, have, taken altogether, 
, rather a pretty effect. 

The country roundgiias nothing interesting, 
being, I am told, one continued plain every way for 
many hundreds of miles; and must, therefore, ap- 
pear with peculiar disc|;dvantage to me, who have 
been so long accustomiod to the rising hills and 
majestic mountains of the northern continent;: 
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lind for Monte Video itself, I can compare it to 
nothing but a solitary rock in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean. In native woods, too, they are 
greatly deficient ; almost every tree and shrub is 
of artificial culture : and though the prospett on 
every side is luxuriantly beautiful in the humble 
•walks and vegetation, yet the eye seeks in vaiii for 
the thick, dark, waving forests, which in North 
America are regarded ij^ut as natural evils to ob- 
struct the labour of the industrious agriculturist, 
but which here would be valued alike for their 
novelty and beauty, and what is more for their 
utility, without being subject to the destroying 
axe^ or more destructive firebrand. The Spaniards 
are not fond enough of agriculture to deprive 
themselves of shade j on the contrary, they have 
laboured to the best of their abilities to supply 
this great natural defect : nor have they laboured 
in vain, so favourable, is this soil to the hand of 
cultivation; and groves of almost every kind of 
tree or shrub that could be imported now nod at 
one another in a very pleasing, though not very 
picturesque, manner ; at least it appears so to my 
prejudiced taste- Another traveller might think 
and write widely different ; but what others think 
of a scene or a subject never has nor ever will 
influence my pen. 

I am no draftsman j but I have taken a view of 

D 
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Monte Video from the most fevourable spot I 
eould select, aftd remit it for your edification. I 
am oftly sorry the subject is not more engaging. 

Captain H requested permission to lodge 

lis in the house of a \yihe-merchant whom he had 
known at the Canarii^s, which place his friend left 
labouc two years since, to settle at Monte Video. 
The request was granted, and I was received with 
great hospitality. My not understanding the 
Spanish language was rather an awkward circum- 
stance : biit the Canarian, though he did not un* 
4erstand English, had a smattering of French^ and 
contrived to make us comprehend that we should 
iall be treated as part of his family. He has a wife, 
and two daughters, sprightly lasses both : but our 
communication is all in dumb shew ; very agree- 
able though, for all that. 

We had not befen settled above an hour when 
an order came for the three passengers to attend 
the governor. We immediately complied, and 
were conducted thither by a guard of one subal- 
tern and six soldiers, all very slovenly accoutred, 
and distinguished by nothing but the extraordinary 
length of their swords and whiskers, and a most 
ludicrous affectation of ^majestic gravity. We 
found the governor, don Bias CHinojosa, taking 
a refreshment of fruit and coffee, attended by two 
negiDes: he arose as we entered, and, slightly 
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bowing in a very stately manner, immediately re» 
s^ted himself, and gave' some orders to one df 
the slaves, who left the apartment y^ and presently 
returned with two Spanish gentlemen and an officer 
very splendidly dressed, who, I observed^ regarded 
me, during the whole time I remained in the apart* 
ment, with a stern and scrutmising eye. After a 
short conversation with the governor^ one of the 
gentlemen, in tolerable English, asked us several 
questions; as, who we were — whither we were' 
going when we left New York— and what had 
occasioned our arrival at Monte Video. As the 
discourse was chiefly addressed to me, I answered 
for myself and companions, who were both New 
Yorkists, and going on a voyage of speculation to 
Port Jackson. When their curiosity was satisfied 
we were permitted to retire, and were conducted 
back in the same state as we had been brought^ 
thither. The governor appeared to be about 
forty years of age, of a pleasant aspect, and, though 
he assumed a gravity, there was a playfulness 
about the mouth that indicated it was not natural 
to him. He is married, I find, and has a son and 
two daughters; the former is at ^present at Cor- 
dovo in the province of Tucuman, where there is 
a fine college for ' education. On our return we 
found a plentiful repast provided by our hospitable 
host ; consisting of new cakes, fruit, cofiee, and 

D 2 
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several sorts of wine* When we had refreished 
ourselves, I proposed to my companions that we 
should walk out to survey the town, and if possible 
ascend the conical mountain, being desirous to 
make the most of oilr short stay, and see as much 
of their country as possible : but out host, with 
concern in his countenance, informed me my de- 
sire could not be gratified ; a Spanish soldier had 
been stationed at his door, and he had been or- 
dered to consider me only as a prisoner of war 
during the remainder of my stay at Monte Video. 
My companions however, not being Englishmen, 
were at perfect liberty to go wheresoever they 
thought proper. I cannot but say that this cir- 
cumstance greatly chagrined me : not that I felt 
any great disappointment in not being permitted 
to go abroad ; but I felt like a Briton, and could 
not digest the idea of coercive confinement. My 
. fellow-passengers, finding that I was thus laid under 
an embargo, very quietly relinquished the idea of 
visiting the mountain, being blest v/ith too great a 
fihare of American philosophy to feel greatly in- 
terested in the beauties of nature; and we set 
about making ^ourselves as comfortable as our 
situation would admit. Our friendly entertainer, 
who was extremely anxious td render my confine- 
ment agreeable, amused me very much with the 
history of the contraband trade constantly carrying 
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•cm at this settlement, rn spite of every effort on the 
part of government to the contrary ; and this is 
one cause of the §hyness of the Spaniards- towards 
strangers, who are never permitted to perambulate 
the town until licence has first been obt;iIned from 
the governor: indeed it seems admirably calculated 
for such kind of traffic as silver,* drugs, hides, &c. 
and very conveniently situated. It would, I am 
of opinion, if once in the possession of the Eng- 
lish, bt found a very valuable key to the riches of 
the southern world ; and the proximity of tlie 
Portuguese would greatly facilitate our obtaining 
it. ITie only obstacle I can discover, is the diffi- 
culty there would be for our ships of war to pene- / /y^*^ tA'A/C 
trate thus far up the Plata" wit^ arty degree of ^Sl^ J\ ^Ji 
safety, the natural defects of the river affording "^/^l^ , - 
a much better protection to the country than any ^^^'^^^^^ 
artificial bulwarks the Spaniards could erect ; but, t^^^^ ^ ^ 
the article of navigation alone excepted, I believe ^ffU/J (fy^ 
the conquest of the Plata might be effected with ^ 'i^alu \F^y 
very little danger on the part of the invaders. Jrid / S^O 7 

In our way up the river, I noticed, as wepassed^ ' ^ / 

an island that glowed with all the colours of the 
rainbow, being declked with, I think, every flower 
that art or nature hath produced in any part of the 
terrestrial globe. Such a' prospect must be ex- 
tremely grateful to the eye ; and the' sweet scents 
they emit when a fresh breeze agitates them, and 
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bears their fragrance towards the land, would ia* 
duce one to imagine that all the odours of 
Arabia were transplanted to this beautiful spot, 
which is with singular propriety called the Isle of 
Flowers. There is likewise another island of a 
very diflferent description in the Plata, which is 
called the Isle of Wolves, from being inhabited only 
by those animals; but of that I saw nothing, for I 
was below deck when we passed it. 

The disorder which seised me on board the 

vessel, but which the bustle of the tempest for a 

time suspended, is, I fear, about to return : I feel 

very faint and languid, and have violent pains in 

my head. I cannot help thinking tha(, if they 

would let me go out, moderate exercise would soon 

relieve me ; but this idea may arise only from a 

spirit of contradiction, inherent in every Briton 

"" w when he finds himself restrained in atiy particular 

' point. But patience, patience I — time, which re- 

'; leases us from every inconvenience, "will me from 

^ this ; and all will be the same a century hence. 

. Adieu, my dear friend ! it is time I should close 

• * 

du5 vhff long letter. 
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LETTER VII. 

M&nte Video, Feb. IJQJ. 

My friend H '— is using the ut- 
most dispatch to get his damage repaired, which 
was found to be more serious than he at first 
apprehended; however, it is hoped a few days 
will now complete it. We ' have had to-day a 
tremendous gale of wind, which had like to have 
proved fatal to two of the vessels in the harbou^r 
that had not time enough to secure themselves in 
the manner necessary for safety : in this unrply 
river, however, by the aid of our crew, they were, 
though with great difficulty, properly secured. 
This wind, I am informed, is often destructive to 
ships lying in the harbour of Buenos Ayres ; it 
blows from the «west, and is termed the pampero^ 
partly from its violence, and partly from its cross- 
ing the plains of Las Pampas, which lie to the 
south-west of Paraguay, and extend fr'oui ;hence 
to Chile, in an almost uninterrupted level of wav- 
ing grass, for near nine hundred miles. 

I have not been able to obtain permission to 
ascend the mountain, which majestically rears its 
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summit to the clouds ; therefore am compelled to 
survey its beauties at a distance. 

The Spaniards are never, at the best of times, 
disposed to grant any kind of indulgence to an 
Englishman : they regard every individual of our 
nation with suspicion and dislike ; and now, from 
thd circumstance of our being at war with them^ 
they are more tiresomely vigilant than ever. 

It is now eighteen days since we landed, and, 
excepting on my visit to the governor's, I have not 
exchanged a single word with any one inhabitant 
besides our host, who, though extremely kind and 
complaisant, is by no means communicative. 
• Provisions are very cheap; I mean such as 
are produced here : those from Europe are dear 
enough ; but I am told they are so only in time 
of war, when the danger to be apprehended from 
the English cruisers prevents many from visiting 
this port and Bueno? Ayres. 

I am at present much and seriously indisposed, ' 
having for these last two days felt strong feverish 
symptoms. The quantity of James's powders 
>vhich I have been accustomed to take have not 
had the desired effect: I feel an unusual pain in 
my limbs, a difficulty of respiration, and an un- 

common tenseness over the eyes. Mr. H saw 

vn^ about an hour since^ and was very much alarii^- 
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ed : ^e has requested a father provincial to attend 
me, -who r/^sid^s at the fort, and is well skilled in 
the remedies suited to this climate.' JM[. Soderina,^ 
the merchaAt with whom I reside, has undertaken 
to report my case to the governor, that I may. 
receive every assistance that can be obtained.* 
Though the symptoms I feel are new to me, yet 
I, am willing to think there is no danger in the 
distemper : ' my kind host assures me otherwise ; 
it being, he says, an epidemic disease — ^brought on 
by the dense and heavy fogs, which are Very.trou- 
blesome at this time of the year — ^and which is 
frequently fatal to Europeans. He has been so 
obliging as to send for biS wife from Buenos 
Ayres, where she has been these two months on a 
visit ; and his daughters are extremely attentive. 

There is no precise , period for the termination 
pf this' disorder ; it depends principally on the tem- 
perature of the patient : some linger in it for many 
months, others only a few months ; and some only 
a few days, when it proves fatal. Should the latter 
be my case, this will be the last letter you will 
ever receive irom me, for it is with great difficulty 
I now write. But this, with what I have already 
written since^my arrival here, will, I trust, by Mr. 
Ji — ^ — 'siiieans, reach you in safety, should he be 
so fortunate as to complete his voyage. 

If you hear from him, and can by any means 
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8erve him, I beseech you do it, and you will confer 
an everlasting obligadoh on the memory of your 
friend. 

The good priest is come* Should I never see 
you more in this world, I trust we shall meet 
hereafter. Adieu ! perhaps, for ever. 
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LETTER Vra. 

Buenos Ayres, May, 1797^ 

Three months, my dear fiiendj 
haye xk^w elapeed since I last addressed a |^e to 
you. The greater part of that time I haye been 
a helpless lunatic ; and now I am once more, 
through the mercy of Heaven, restored to reason, 
it is but to find myself a prisoner and alone in a 
land of strangers. They tell me I am at Buenos 
Ayres, in a convent of brothers dedicated to St. 
Dominic : how long I have teen here or how con- 
veyed hither they have not yet informed me. It is 
but this morning they have allowed me the privilege 
of writing to you j and when 1 have done, I fear it 
will be a long while before I shall be able to gain 
an opportunity of- sending it to England, since I 
find news have arrived here, during my insanity, 
of the total defeat of thfe Spanish fleet oflf Cape St/ 
Vincent, by admiral sir John Jervis. This was 
imparted to me in confidence by one of the lay 
brothers, whose ofiice it has been to attend me. 
My hair has been cut off^ and I am in the habit of 
a noviciate : they shaved my head too, I believe j 
and I^m led to think I owe my life to the care 
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^nd attention of the holy fathers. I do not thmk, 
my head is rightly settled yet : all the past seems a 
kind of chaos. I have some recollection of being 
seised witli an epidemic distemper at Monte Video^ 
and likewise of some operations they performed 
upon me, but when and where I know not. I 
frannot write you any more at present ; I am too 
feeble:' to-morrow, if better, I will re&um^e th^ 
pen* God bless you ! Adieu ! 
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LETTER IX. 

I 

■ 

Buenos Ayres^ Juik, \79f* 

It is a fortnight since I was per- 
tnitted the use of pen and ink; and though I have 
requested this indulgence repeatedly, in the most 
earnest manner, it has been — through a motive of 
kindness, I believe^denied me. I am now much ' 
stronger, and my head is quite composed ; and 
though I shall not be able to' give you a regular 
account of all that has occurred for these three 
months past, yet I will endeavour to relate a^ 
many of the particulars as I have been able to ob- 
tain from my attendant, who still watches me with 
unremitting assiduity. He is a Frenchman by 
birth, born at Bourdeaux j but being left an or- 
phan at an early age, he was taken by a Spanish 
merchant to Mexico, where he resided eight years, 
in the capacity of clerk to his benefactor, who 
dying at the end of that period, recommended 
him to the notice of his brother residing at this 
place, whither the young man immediately re- 
paired. He had lived with this latter gentleman ' 
about five years and a half when an English mer- 
chant, a friend of his master's, arrived here, and 
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fell ill at the Spaniard's house, where he remained 
indisposed for some months, during which time 
the assiduous Frenchman attended to the whole of 
his business, and transacted it so much to his 
liking, that on his recovery he made him a present 

]. of a sum sufficient to procure his admission into 

this convent, where, though in the prime of life, he 

' means to end his days* 

Brother Jerome — ^for that is his name — ^is one 
of the most kind-hearted creatures that ever ex* 
isted ; and to his indefatigable attention I am conr 
vinced I owe, in a great measure, my restoration to 

. . reason. He has given me a succinct detail of all 

that has happened to me in this part of the world ; 

. and as many of the particulars as I can repeat 

I will. 

When I closed my last, dated from Monte 
Video, I was introduced to a vaierable man, Tirho, 
as my host informefd me, had been sent by the go- , 

I vernor from the fort. He examined my tongue^ 

and the roots of my nails j whai perceWing upon 
them some black spots, which I had not, nor 
"" , should, perhaps, have noticed, he instantly de* . 
clared that I was attacked by the/irf^, and must 
immediately be put to bed ; but first it was ne* 
cessary T -should be blooded. To this I consented^ 
and he performed the operation ia a very dex* 
trou^ maiuoer \ not with a lancet, as our sur^ 
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gcons do, but with an Indian instrument very cu- 
riously made. It is a small and remarkably sharp 
Sint^ ground to an almost imperceptible point, and 
set in a small bit of ebony or cedar, in much the 
same manner as our glaziers^ diamonds ; with this 
difference — ^as theirs is placed perpendicularly in the 
Wood, so this is set horizontally, with as much of 
the flint projecting as is sufficient to make the in- 
cision. The arm is bound up as with us; the in- 
strument is then la|d on^the veiii, and struck with 
a kind of small hammer; the blood flows copi<^ 
ously : and so skilful are the Indian surgeons, that 
the patient ruiis no hazard of having the artery in* 
jured by this peculiar mode ^f bleeding. 

When I had submitted to the - operation of 
phlebotomy, and retired to bed, my doctor or- 
dered an application of boiled herbs in a cotton 
bag^ to my stomach and bowels, in which I began 
to feel the most excruciating tortures, attended 
with a violent sickness. The water in which the 
herbs had been boiled was ordered me to drink ; 
but before it could be administered I was sdzed 
with a vomiting, attended with a burning heat on 
iny brain. In an interval of ease I took the pre^ 
scription, the father standing by the whole of the 
time J but neither application had the desired ef- 
fect : other remedies were tried, but tp no better 
purpose ; the pain in my bowels smd burning heat 
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on my brain increased every moment. In this 
state I continued fi,ve hours, when suddenly the 
torment in my bowels abated, and the pain of 
my head became so excruciating as to bring on a 
delirium ; and before midnight I was insensible to 
every thing around. 

Brother Jerome, who was then at Monte Video 
oh business for the superior of this convent, was 
one among the other religious in the town that 
attended me during the first and most dangerous 
paroxysms of my disorder, which lasted one-and- 
twenty days ; the fever then abated, but my rea- 
son was pronounced irrecoverably gone. In the 

mean time captain H — •. , having repaired his 

damage effectually, prepared to sail : but when he 
came to consult my host and the fathers respect- 
ing my removal, they were all of opinion it would 
be highly imprudent for him to think of taking 
me on board, as they were certain I could not 
survive such a step four-and-twenty hours ; but 
if I was left in their care there still remained a 
shadow of hope that I might recover. In this 
dilemma my poor friend was almost distracted 
how to act : he was, as you may suppose, very 
unwilling to leave me behind, and equally averse 
to run the hazard of removing me, as in that case 
the fathers very charitably assured him they could 
consider him in no other light than is my im- 
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mediate murderer. At last, however, with great 
difficulty he was persuaded by father Daro — ^the 
governor's physician — and M. Soderina to confide 
me to th^m ^ at the same time assuring him, in the 
most solemn manner, that nothing on their parts 
should be neglected to forward my recovery ; and 
if, in despight of every endeavour, the disorder 
should at last prove fatal, a proper attested account 
of my death should be transmitted to New York. 
This satisfied him ; and, leaving with vSoderina a 
letter of credit on his uncle' at Philadelphia for - 
whatever I might want, he left me, though by 
Jerome's account with great reluctance ; so much^ 
indeed, that he even shed tears as he quitted the 
apartment. Worthy, affectionate creature ! and if 
Heaven spare me ,but to see him once again I 
will amply recompence his disinterested friend- 
ship. 

Before his departure he made the fathers a pre- 
sent of rum and tobacco ; which, it seems, serves 
as barter between them and the Indians. 

The father provincial at Monte Video kept me 
there until there was no longer any danger to be 
feared from the fever, and his whole attention 
was then devoted to the restoration of my reason, 
'My head was shaved, blisters applied, and every 
other remedy that came within the knowledge of 
-tny spiritual physicians. The priests in this part 
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of the world are the only Europeans that profess 
any knowledge of medicine : they therefore ad- 
juinister to the health of both soul and body with 
vuiremittiag diligence ; and I will do them the 
justice to say, that, notwithstanding the dissipated 
lives led by the generality ^^ none can be more at- 
tentive tQ the sick than they are. Not that they 
€itudy pharmacy with any degree of science, as oiir 
practitioners do; but their knowledge in the ef- 
fects and quality of herbs and simples is vejy ex- 
tensive. The virtues of every plant they have dis- 
covered ; and as the waters of La Plata, when 
dirank by Europeans^^ are in n>any cases fatal. Pro- 
vidence has planted, for the bene|it of man, iti, aJU 
th? different islands on this wonderful river a vast 
variety of medicinal herbs, whi(ch„ when applied, by 
^ skilful botanist,, serve as an antidote to the peir- 
nicious beverage, as well as for the dangerous ef- 
fects arising from too great an indulgence in the 
eating of fruit— with every kind of which^ peaches 
in particular, this, country abounds. 

"When . my holy friends had exhausted their 
whole stock of prescriptions, a,nd I ^tilil; rems^a^d 
in the same melancholy state,, it was ju<%ed pFO^ 
per by the' gov^moj: — to wh(M» niy ca^ had been 
daily made known — to. have vsy^ conv^ed t;^ thfe 
town, which is the capit;al of the province of L^ 
J^l^t^, and pfeced under the^^^c of tfce; fatfeer^ of 
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St. Domihit, ff olii whose riiohastei^ t noir y^itHi 
I tir^Sj ih cotiseqUehce, ihlttiediately removed hither. 
The letter of crddit gained me admissioh, and at 
the isittie tiirie J>itt-ticukr attfentidn^ My friend 
brother Jerome having had the care of me ih a 
gt^zt mfeaSure at Monte Video, dbtaifted ledve of 
the superior to coiltinue th^t charitable office updri 
iny cohilttg hete j which he has'doiie, I am cert^n^ 
in a rijost exetriplary mahner. 

Btit ittjr restoration td reason,- he days, does 

* ■ • 

hdt irisfe ftoftl any ex^rtidti^ of his, biit the in- 
terpbsitioii 6f the blessfed Virgin,- afid i good Ih- 
(fliah, who,* anioiig iiiaby others, tontti oncfe a yedr 
td barter the ^rb fiafiagu^y-^a feaf so called, 
t^hich is here infused arid dittHk in iUt ihrns mah^ 
tter as- 1^ ih Chiiiir, aSd which eqiiaHy sefvefs to 
tdiintfetacf the i>eriiitidfes qualities ^f the ^irte* ; 
*^ith Mb diflfer^iftte, it dddi liot give that asKf 
p^fett^s^ to iht couMdiahce Ivhieh ii th^ certiiri 
Cdhsequeiide of df inkkig^ an inordinate t^AtJiljf^ of 
iti. . ' ' 

'thisf ihdian, bc5ng ihfdtnifed df trij ttiiUdf, ^zv6 
tct ]tt6tiit z p^ptt of dried leavisf; ikarfy beart to 
pdNi^r, ittd at ^rtrail btttlif df Mtjuid : of thfe Ml 
hi bad« hint take ii- etttdhi qtfatfthy Arid Iky M 
tipotr al sifone triade -^irf hot; h^ ^hotild theti 
sprinkle them with the liquid, tttd^ ^fieh the fUfsie\ 
itf6% fiold irty fece -otef rt, aftd giicfcavdur to 
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piake me inhale as mu^h of the smoke as pes* 
sible. This was to be repeated two or three times 
^ day ; alw;^ys remembering to cover my head 
quite ove? with cotton, ?ind keep me for an hour 
' warm in bed. 

All these instructions my attendant carefully 
pbserved. The first application in a few minutes 
^tupified n^e ; an4 he covered me up before half 
the hprb was evaporated, at the same time con^ 
(lemming himself $is having actually killed n^e. I 
remained in this state fpr pear two hours and a 
half, when, to his great joy, I moved, sat up in the 
bed, and made signs that I wanted drink. This 
encouraged him to try again, and every succeedr 
}ng tri^l ans^er^^ better than the former ; when 
^n the spacj; of four days, during which time 

he had fumigate4 iny hez^d deye|i ti^nes, he saw 
evident marks of returning reason : ^nd |:)efore ^ 
^rtnight h^^d elapsed I was perfectly rational, 
though still M^eak, languid, and confused. ,My 
recovery, wWch had been for some time totally 
despfiired of, seemed to give pleasure to the whole 
p£ the community, , They are thirty-fquf in numr 
l^er, besides the superior j a|xd very mucl^ respected 
both in the town .and adjacent country, being by 
fer the richest order ii^ these parts, that of St. 
Francis alone excepted. 
As soon as my senses were sufEciently collect^4 
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I iisked my kind af tehdant fot pen aiid ink, Ivhich 
he indulged me with, Sltid I made use of them td 
write a shor^ and incoherent lett^t to you, audi 
which is now on the way to England, in the hands 
of a captain^ Frampton^ of Bostofa^ who sailed- 
frpm hence two days ago ; and 1 trust you will te^ 
ceive it as sooti if ttot sooner than that Which tiiy 
worthy friend H — - Was to ttan^mit froiti Port 
Jacksoni by which tneatis ytJu will be spared a , 
great deal of painful anjfciety oti my account. 

It id impossible for me to do justice to the kind- 
ness of fether Jerome, whb told me, with grestt 
concern in his countenance, that an order had been 
received from the governor, on my recovery, ta 
detain me as a prisoner* 

This, I think, I hinted to you in my former let- 
ter } but as all parts of the world are alike to me^ 
the knowledge of my being in cdnfinement dde^ 
not now affect me : and as I can afford to pay fof 
a few indulgences, I may, I doubt not, make thi^ 
place comfortable enough } at least t am very well 
disposed to think it so« And where a man id 
willing to make the best of eivery thing, it is no 
difiicutt matter-to find means of amusement : and 
so they will but permit me to stir abroad a little 
and examine the country, I shall be very much at 
my ease, and perhaps forget I am a prisoner. But 
the best part of the whole is, that these reverend 
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fathqr3 rfgatd me as a vety pious aijd ^^voijit 
Catholic* This strapge prejudice I can no otber- 
ivise siccouut £pr than by their finding on my neck^ 
the precious cross wprn by niy lost -« — ;. I miss§4 
thi3 valued relic inun^dij^t^y upon regaUiing my- 
senses^ but was dif&dent of asking for i^, as not 
knowing where or how I had k>st it. How- 
ever, when I was, in their ppinion^ sufficiently re^ 
coyeredj the j^wel was restored to me^ and in a 
transport of joy I seized and carried il to my lipsi. 
This motion of mine was attributed by the br^thten 
to a motive of grateful piety, and t;hey v^ry 
readily conceived that X was one pf iheii* owi| 
persuasion : and Jerome observed, thc^t the re- 
storation of the jewel woyjd xeminU me pf wh^^t 
the holy Virgin had done fcr me, by interceding 
with her bles^sed Son fpr my recovery,, thie mira*- 
cle of which should be celebrated in tl^ ghurch 
on the festival of Corp^$ Christi, which» he said^ 
would take place in, a few days ; and in the 91<¥L9 
time it would be expedient for me to re<;ejv« the 
sacrament, and return thanks ^to the holy n^h«r 
of God. 

I was abput to undeceive the father, znd^ 4S-. 
'sure him I Was no pious Catholic, but ai miserable 
heretic, when a Uiought struck me, that the efcrpr 
he w;as in respecting my religion was a very for- 
tunate circumstance, and with a little contsivwce 
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might be made to answer more purposes than 
one in my behalf. I therefore very devoutly ac- 
quiesced in all he said to me ; and as I look upon 
all externals in religion to be matter of no im- 
portance's so I trouble my head but little about 
what they play require of ihe, in consequence of 
my i^sip^sed beliefs 

I fcdrTe been three daiys writing this. My head 
is ^tifi unsettled J but, as liim now on the I'apidi'e* 
covery^ ft wilt not be long, I hop^, before I meet 
wifh' Settle advehturet worth relating. 

' Adietrl Evetyotifs. 
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LETTER X. 



Convent of St. Dominic, June, \7Q7* 

I AM just returned from walking in 
the convent gardens } they are spacious, and well 
laid out, considering the taste of the gardeners 
in this part of the world : all is done under the 
directions of two of the fathers, but the whole of 
the community work in them by turns. The lay 
brothers, of whom there are seventeen, are con- 
stantly employed either here or in other domestic 
offices : a peculiar kind of harniony seems to re^gn 
among them. The orders of the superior — ^who is 
a Genoese by birth— are given in a mild, but 
impressive, acce^t ; and his being their head is 
hardly known but at meals and during church 
service. He is going, immediately after the festival, 
to Cordovo, where there is a university : it is an 
immense way from hence. He is to be accompanied 
by several Spanish youths, going thither for edu- 

K 

cation j an^ six or seven missionaries, who are to 
be dispersed over the provinces of Tucuman and 
Uraguay : of these places I am to learn a great 
deal, as soon as I am able to stir about with the 
fathers. At present I am very weak j but now my 
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health returns my appetite returns with it, and I 
cannot help wishing for some of our delicious 
roast beef, with its usual appendages : but though 
beef is here more plenty by an hundred fold than 
in England, yet I believe it would be next to 
impossible for me to obtain my desire. They 
have not here the smallest conception of a large 
joint of meat served up as with us. They slaughter 
animals, it is true, for their tables : but then the 
flesh is cooked in such a mawkish way^ or rather - 
in no way at all that I can call cookmg ; it is so 
messed up with fish, eggs, onions, oil, and garlic, 
that it requires the stomach of an Esquimaux to 
relish what they set even before me, that am an 
invalid.' It is to no purpose I endeavour to make 
my friend father Jerome understand the meaning 
• of roa^t beef; I might as well talk of friccaseed 
hare to an Abyssinian. 

The fish here are delicious, provided they were 
not spoilt in the cooking j but the people mix so 
many heterogeneous spices with thdr abominable 
oil, to make whaj^ they call sauce, that the real 
flavour of the fish'^is lost in the sousing i however, 
I do all I can to swallow their sahnagundi ; though 
my rebellious stomach will sometimes, in spite of 
good manners, and even hunger, persist in re* 
fusing to admit such dainties. , The beautiful gold 
fish that we admire so much in Europe are caught 
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in shoals in the Plata : some of them a foot long^ 
and proportionably large ; one of these I was 
fevoured with to-day for dinner, cooked in plain 
water, and served up to me without any other 
sauce than pure unadulterated butter, instead of 
oil : understand me right though ; I do not mean 
butter such as we in Europe use, made from cream, 
but the fat hi an ox melted down and refined, not 
unlike what our cookmaids call dripping. Yotr 
smile, but I assure you it makes an excellent su{r« 
stilute for real butter ; indeed any thing is pre- 
ferable to their everlasting oil. This was the best 
dinner I have made since I arrived in this part of 
America. The fish is delicately sweet, and the 
nearest to it I ever tasted in England is the red 
Qiullet. 

The fishermen say, that when the pampercr 
blows the gold fish hide themselves in the sands 
or holes of the rocks, and are never seeii tiH the 
tempest occasioned by this dreadful wind is entirely 
subsided. Of this pampero I ami told, that it rises 
in-.the mountains of Cordiller?, and crossing the 
plains of Las Pampas, nine hundred miles in length 
*— during the whole of which it does not meet a 
single tree or shrub to obstruct its progress — pro*- . 
ceeds with increasing fury till it reaches the bai\ks 
of La Plata, when, collecting itself into a kind of 
Stream or current, it rushes with incredible iriolence 
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4qw9 tbem^r^ sweeping all before it; stod unless 
the vessels in the harbpurs are secured with more 
tji^a ordinary care; they are sura of beiog driveni ^ 
Ifom theMT ixioojriQgs^ and grei^tly damaged, if not 
l(0St3 on the sho^U ia the rivqr. It isihis wiodi 
that has paused so many banHs, by raising /th^ 
9aQd ftpQi tlie pliuns ami hurling it into the stream, 
where laeeting with mor^ qr les^ objects tq 
i^heck its, pf ogress, it lodges w sJ^ts about' at th^ 
caprice (^ the^ wi^d. These $wds, by da^ly iflr 
QX^^^mgr have ({e^troyed the harbour of Bueno$ 
Ay^es : no ves^l qan approach nearer tp^ the town 
thaa three oi^ four leagues ^distance; the mer- 
chandise must of cou;rse be conveyed to land In 
^all cr«^t, mad^ on purpose to navigate a little 
shallow river which conveys the goods to the 
town from the mouth. of, the. b^rbourj and even, 
ihi^se lesser v^ssels-^which a^et made long^ n^ripw^ 
9xA high, but so constructed as to reqjaire. l^uyt 
9l ve;ry trifling draft of water--r-are obliged. ,to 
t^fee *^ winding course,, a|ivd: dpuble two or three 
poi|>ts of lapd rqund which the little river flows* 
i^eral plaps for deepening^ aiid widening this river 
baye recently been attempted, biH I believe with 
very indifFe?;ent success. 

To-morrow week i$ the festival of Corpus 
Clhristi : the whole brotherhood are bustling about 
*^. every direction, a^n^d preparing all ;heii: saiwl/ 
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paraphernalia for a solemn procession round £hd 
town, in which, I understand, I am expected to 
join ; but it must be in the habit of a noviciate, 
which elegant array I have worn ever since I came 
hither. I would fain, upon this occasion, have 
exchanged it for one of a less, mortifying stp- 
pearance ; but was told by my friend father Jerome 
that it could not be done without the superior's 
orders, and if he had thought it proper for ihe td 
appear in the clothes left for me by Mr. H > ■ 
they would have been returned to me with-the cross. 
I must, therefore, be content to wear this holy 
dress : but what induces me the more readily to 
acquiesce is the knowledge of the danger to which 
I should be exposed were I to ipix with the 
inhabitants in an En^ish habit, which in their 
most friendly humours is looked on with suspicion 
and dislike, but' which now would be regarded 
with insult and abhorrence. Englishman and 
heretic have long been synonimous terms; but 
when to these is added that of a victorious enemy, 
Sj^anish pride and superstition would be equally in 
arms, and God only knows what would become 
of me between them. My conversation with the 
fathers has hitherto been carried on partly in 
Latin and partly in French, but I am now very 
industriously engaged in the study of the Spanish 
language. I may want it more than I am ^t present 
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aware of : at any rate it serves to beguile time, that 
else would appear extremely tedious. You will say, 
the more tongues a man has the command of the 
better : it may be so j I am sure within^ these last 
six months I have had occasion for every different 
language my provident father had me instructed 
in, and should have felt^ very awkwardly situated 
had I been deficient in either. But in each and 
every one of theip I am, at all times, happy tQ 
pubscrilje myself . 

Your sincere friend. 
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LETTER XI. 

^ C0»roent of St. Dominic, J%t fie, i7Q7^ 

This morning, as soon as the 
niatiii*bell rung, I was desired by father Jerome to 
Jtltend confession, as a preparatory step to my taking 
the sacrament on the day of the festival. This was 
a circumstance I had never attended to, or even 
once thought about. I paused for a moment : my 
friend perceived it ; and thinking — I suppose from 
the change of my countenance — that I had some- 
, thing on my conscienctj I was cnwiliing to reveal, 
smiled, and said I need not be particular, for fa- 
ther Ximenea was not very severe. I thanked him, 
and said I was not afraid of any penance the holy 
man might impose j I was only embarrassed at the 
Jdea of confessing to a stranger. Oh, that was 
nothing ! he said ; and, without waiting for any 
further observation, hurried me to the confessional, 
where \ knelt down, and answered yes and no to 
all the questions the father confessor put to me ; for 
being unacquainted with the form of auricular con- 
fession, I was necessitated to let him interrogate 
me without knowing what answers to make : how- 
ever I got over it pretty well j a small penance 
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was enjoined me of abstinence during the ensuing 
v^eek, and t received his holy benediction. I was 
then conducted, for the first time, to the refectory^ 
where the young student was about to ascend a 
Tostrum, and preach a dinner sermon. The fa- 
thers arranged themselves round a large table, on 
which were placed fruit3, cakes, coffee,, and sweat- 
meats* ^t another table sat the noviciates, with 
somewhat of less delicacies before them* I ws^ 
seated among the latter company, and by one of 
the fathers addressed in Latin, saying that as I was 
once moi^e, through the bountiful mercy of Hea- 
ven, restored to health from the very brink of the 
grave, I should partake of his blessings, and be 
grateful j not forgetting, at the same time, to offer 
up a fervent prayer of thanks for my recovery, 
through the intercession of the holy Virgin and 
Sti^ Dominic. T having returned a suitable an- 
swer, grace was said in a very affecting manner, 
and we partook of the repast, which I really re- 
lished exceedingly, there being several kinds of 
fruits that I had no conception of, as none of them 
grew in the convent gardens. There were ex- 
cellent small white cakes, and a sort of something 
soft and thick, which ' served instead of butter : 
what it was composed of I know not, but it ate 
very agreeably. Half a pint of Canary wine was. 
. given to each person : and all the time we were 
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eating the young priest in the pulpit was preach- 
ing a sermon J the subject of which was the 
merits and adventures of St. Dominic, together 
with two or three of his pious acquaintance. 

The young man appeared to possess a good 
delivery, and th^^ discourse was, no doubt, highly 
edifying, if it could but have been understood by 
me : however, be that as it may, he received the 
applause of his superiors, and retired with no small 
share of self-complacency. Adieu ! 
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Cowvenf of St, Daminic, Jttne, I7df- 

To-NiGHt is the eve of the festival^ 
urhich has been announced, with great ceremony^ 
by the cannon of the citadel ; and bells are ringing 
in every part of the tarni. I have attended ma^s 
tegularly every mdrtiing this week, and am regard^ 
ed by all the society as a Very sincere and piotis Ca- 
tholic. How long this opinion will hold, I know 
not, but I shall not undeceive them if I can help it, 
I have likewise dined daily in the refectory, and am 
highly pleased with my associates. For two hours 
every day the noviciates dispute on theological 
subjects, which are attended to by the fathers with 
great assiduity. Three days this week several, 
young Spaniards of distinction nave been admitted 
to hold controversies with the novices on theolog]f^ 
and natural philosophy.^ These youths are going 
with the father provincial to Cordovo, there to be 
entered at tlje university in much the same manner 
as we do at Oxford, and nearly the same mode of 
study is adopted. On seeing me, they bne and^all 
seemed ^ to be struck with surprise and curiosity^ 
My sandy complexion, naturally fairer than is be« 
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coming in a man, and which illness has rendered 
still more delicate, made them, at first sight, con- 
clude that I was an Englishman ;. and the novelty 
of an English heretic in the noviciate habit of St. 
Dominic evidently excited, in a great degree, their 
adnoifaticHk Their eyes were continually turned 
upon me, and the a&tonishment depictured in their 
looka was reaUy very amusing. When: the a(6^ 
dieiice'-^which is the name given to tho«e assem^ 
bHses— broke up^ they crowded roimd the superior^ 
eagerly enquiring bow I came there— where from 
— what I had been — and by what means coaverte^ 
to the. holy £aith — ^wiih many other question v t^nat 
I should have liked much to have heard the &ther 
amwer ; bat before they gave him an opportuoiliy 
the novice? withdrew. 

Most of these young men appeared to be from, 
seventeea to three-and^twenty years of age, hui 
not one of^ them possessed the natural gravity q£ 
the: Spaniards : dieir dress was more airtfy made 
than ia old Spaing and, instead of cbth^ their 
trouse, doublet, and cloak, were of biack cotton^;, 
their hats Genoese velvety and iheir stockings and 
shoes silk; with large tufts in the latter of ribbon 
or flos« But what surprised me most of all was^ 
to see an English gold watch depending from a 
belt round each one's waist. Whether this i& 
theii: usual way of wearing that useful appendage^ 
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<Jt* \Srhether it tras only placed so for some paf<«' 
ticular purpose, I cannot tell; but it convIncea( 
lirre^ that, though they detest our nation, they dtf 
not despise our manufactures. 

The next time they came they were rather leitf 
free with their eyes, and seemed, by their mannef^ 
to consider me as deserving some degree of re-* 
spect. They catee round me as' I was going ont, 
sCtid said with great gallantry, like so many ca^ 
bailer OS J that they ^ere happy to find one man 
^ise eiiough to quit a nation of infidels ; and they* 
were certain that, if I consulted my own interest^ 
I should never wish to return to England mor^# 
These fine things were said in Spanish, of which I 
liaveleatnt enough to understand the common terrtisf 
of conversation, though nothing more : however,* 
I miide shift to answer them pretty well, and said 
f did not doubt of finding as much, if not more, 
Happiiless in Paraguay than I had ever experienced 
ih' ;iny other part of the world. They seemed 
I^leased^ at my reply, and congratulated me on my 
recovery,; and on my proficiency in the Spanish 
tbngue, which they ^aid was the finest language in 
the w'orld. I bowed an assent, at which they 
seemed mightily pleased, an4 were about to ask 

r 

me, some more questions when a bell summoned 
them away. 
/ Brother Jerome came to me immediately after 
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vesper* last nightj and told- me that two of the 
fathers meant to join him in soliciting the superior 
tp permit me to accompany them on their visits, 
about the town during his absence, and they had. 
great hopes of succeeding. This information has 
given me great pleasure, as by that ijieans I hope 
to have it in my power to send you some descrip- 
tion of the country and the manners of the people 
I am compelled to live among ; though God 
knows if you will ever receive what I write. I 
have tried several times to learn some particulars, 
respecting the progress of the war, but on that head 
my friend Jerome is obstinately silent j and I am 
averse to asking questions of any other of the 
comn> unity, as not only ihe novices but the lay. 
brothers appear to treat me with a kind of distant, 
civility, and that is all. But there is one among 
the oldest fathers whose countenance is the index 
of good-nature and complacency: he has conversed 
with me twice in the gardens of the convent, but 
his discourse turned chiefly upon the properties, 
of plants ; and perceiving, by my remarks, that I 
had some knowledge of natural philospphy, he 
described to me the nature and qualities of twa 
very beautiful shrubs^, natives of this province, and 
both antidotes against the bite of poisonous rep- 
tiles. The juice is extracted by bruising the herb„ 
laid flat between two large atones j. the bottom one 
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of which is concave, to receive the juice, which is 
forced oiit by turning round the upper stone very 
quickly : the liquid thus obtained is placed in a short 
stone bottle, and left to ferment two or three hours in 
the sun. When it ceases to emit a kind of white' 
froth it is fit for use, and is carefully preserved 
in small vials till wanted, which is not unfre- 
quently. In case of using it, the wound or sting 
is first washed with clean spring water, when, 
being wiped dry, the preparation is poured either 
into or upon it. A bit of dry cotton is then 
spread over the part affected, and banded carefully 
d6wn. This is repeated every two hours, until the 
cotton comes away green. The poison is then 
known to be extracted, the wound is rubbed with 
bear's grease, and the patient declared out of 
danger. ^ One of these plants strongly resembles 
scurvy-grass ; tHe other, which is taller, has a leaf 
which, in look and ^eel, appears like the thickest 
velvet, and is of a dark heavy green colour : it 
bears a bright crimson flower, faintly tinged with 
gold, but in size and shape vefy similar to the 
blue flag iri^: both plants are esculent, and highly 
esteemed by the natives. 

I have endeavoured, with father Jerome's assist* 
ance, to analyse the herbs left by my Indian phy* 
siciah, which so happily effected my restoration to 
reason ; but we found it impossible to s^scertain 
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their • species, as throughout the whole convenlt 
garden not one appeared to bear any affinity to 
them, either' in smell or taste, yl repiarked thiU 
circumstance to the botanical father, who sai4 
they were peculiar , in the province of Tucuman, 
:|nd that the Indiana of the Tercejro-river frc? 
quently brought small baskets full of theii]i to 
Buenos Ayres fojr barter, together with a variety 
pi oth^r articles. That which had cured me, hp 
said, was a composition of four herbs, which the 
Spaniards had vainly endeavoured to propagate ii^ 
the district of La Plata, but never could succeed 
in rearing ; they being constantly destroyed, wheq 
^bont three inches high from the ground, by the 
;^nts, which infest all the plantations in this pro-* 
vince in such numbers as somedmes to cover an4 
destroy almost ..eyery plant and shrub in a space of 
several miles in extent : so cautious is Proyidenc<; 
in bestowing its blessings without a propprtipnati^ 
share of evils. 

The soil here is light and sandy, but extrepacly 
rich and productive ; owing, in aome measure, tQ 
the overflowing of the river during the rainy 
season, which, in much the same manner as the 
Nile i^ Egypt, leaves a nutritious slime pji the 
garth : there is, therefore, no great labour requi- 
site on the part of the proprietor to prepare the 
ground for the reception of any kind of seed that; 



he ^i^es to cultivate ; and matters arc so cowi 
trived, that every garden is refreshed by watet 
from the Plata, let in or out by a kind of sluiet 
made of osiers^ woven very strong and thick^ 
which open like our flood-gates used in the inklid 
navigation. The water thus admitted, is sent in 
smaller channels round the parterres ; and mpsi 
commonly a qujwtity of it \s r^atned in a large 
basin or reservoir, of which there is one m every 
extensive garden. The reservoir attached to out 
convent is formed of brick, strongly cemented, and 
surrounded with a wall about five feet high, wit^ 
Steps on the outside up to the margin, and down 
likewise on the inside to the bottom, which in 
6urs is about twenty feet below the surface of the 
«artb. When this supply is very low— which iis 
often the case when the pampero has . blowii any 
longer time than ordinary, by which' means the 
waters have been driven with greater violence to» 
\ wards the sea, and thereby preyented . from^ dis* 
pensing their fkvours among the mco^ remote 
garden grounds^— it is rather treublesome to be 
got: at ; they therefore hasten to tiake advantage 
of any swell in the fiver, and fill the reservoir a| 
once* Hiese water repositories have likewise an 
opening, ^out two feet and a half wide, in the wall 
that surrx)unds them; This aperture is secured ly^ 
a door let ii^to grooves^ on each side^ todraw up 
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and down at pleasure: when the water is low^ 
they raise this door, and the gardener goes inside, 
where, descending the steps that lead to the botv 
torn, he stands as on the brink of a well, and 
draws as much as he has occasion for. The water 
here is beautifully clear and sparkling ) but its 
coldnes^i when drank, is apt to bring on dysente- 
ries and other dangerous diseases, such as I ex- 
perienced while at Monte Video. : for though I am 
now thirty leagues higher up the Plata, its good 
and bad qualities are the same, and even at this 
distance from the sea it is between seven and 
idght leagues across. You may guess from hei^ce 
of what an amazing size this river must be. 

But nature, in these regions, as well as in North 
America, seems to have worked upon a most gi- 
gantic scale when engaged in their formation, and 
to have studied well how the component parts 
could best be 'rendered worthy the immensity of 
the whole. She has played the niggard stepdame 
only with the feathered part of the creation, and 
even there what is deficient in size she has ampljr 
fompensated for in variety and numbers. The 
province of Paraguay is famous for producing 
birds of the most beautiful plumage ; the banks 
of the river being, as I am told by the father^, 
nearly covered widi those lovely little creatures, 
of almost ^very descriptipn^ among wluch the 
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pnost remarkable is the celebrated humming-birdjSO 
^ell and so often described by naturalists and tra- 
vellers. Here they are Inaiives j and frequently^ 
livhen I am in the convent garden, I see swarms of 
'them flying about on every side like so many large 
wasp^, or resting on the shrubs and 3ucking the 
flowers, which forn^ the principal part of their sus- 
tenance. They are very tame ; so much so^ ind^ed^ 
a§ at times to be vpry troublesome, when they come 
by four, and five together humming aiid buzzing 
round my head, till they confuse me to such a 
degree 'that I ^m obliged to lay about me in sdf- 
defenct, ^d buffet them away as we do the blue- 
bottle flies in England* 

Do you not pity me for being confined to a 
country, the very beauties of which, froni being- 
pop abi^ndant, degenerate iQto plagues? Adieu! 
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BETTER Xni. 

I 

Cenvent cf St, Dominic, June, 1797* 

Tub holy festival was celebrated yester- 
daj) vnth a degree of pomp of which I had not en« 
entertained the smallest idea. The morning was 
iishered in by tho^ringing of bells, firing of cannon^ 
and other similar demonstrations of joy ; sounds so 
new^ and so widely different from any I had heard 
since my arrival h^sre, that I began to feci very 
much alarmed, from an apprehension that the 
Spaniards had obtained some signal victory over 
the Briti^ arms, and the news had just then ar- 
^ved at Buenos Ayres. My heart proudly palpi- 
tated at the humiliating idea, andi I was very in«- 
dustriously tormenting myself, when fatherjerome 
entered my room, and presently relieved me, by 
saying — ** Are not these glorious sounds, which 
proclaim this blessed festival ? What a pity it is 
so many of your infidel countrymen should be 
lost to this august ceremony !'* I could have 
hugged the reverend enthusiast for so well re- 
moving my anxiety ; . but not caring to betray my 
rerf sentiments on the subject, I coolly answered, 
^ We jure not all endowed with an equal portion 
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lof the divine spirit, brother Jerome j" and Irnme* 
diately accompanied him to t]^e convent chapel. 
Divine service was performed three rimes^ in the , 
course of the morning; the first mass at six 
o'clock, the second at half past seven, and the 
third at nine. 

At ten o'clock, upon a signal given at the go- 
yernor's house, the community prepared to join 
m the general cavalcade; aiid. now^ for the first 
tijtne, I was to see the outside of the convent. We 
were arranged in order, in a large square, withia 
the gates: first, the young choristers were divided 
Ibto four bands, twelve in each ; these are die 
, children under the tuition of the fathers. The 
first division was to precede the \fhole, ^ging 
.a particular service appropriate to the d;ay« Qa 
leither . side these children walked lay-brothers^ 
jbearing ensigns, or pictures representing the dif- 
ferent ^chieye^lents of their patron saint. Thea 
followed the novices, among whom was Inyself } 
every one bearing some precious relic or another^ 
enclosed in boxes of ebony and ivory, curiously 
wrought. 

To us succeeded another band of music, ac« 
companied by all the visitors of distinction, of 
^hich there were not a few from the distant plant- 
ations. Next came the elder fathers of the con- 
veAt, twp and two, each carrying something rc« 
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iative to the festival ; and after them the superior, 
drest in all the regalia of his office, surrounded 
by the young students going to Cordovo, and six 
lay-brothers, bearing banners; The remainder of 
the community, choristers, and several newly-bap-' 
tized Indians, brought up the rear ; every one in 
this procession being arrayed in their richest and 
gayest attire. The cavalcade, having cleared the 
convent-gate, entered a large handsome square j 
on one side of which stands the.cath'edral, a very 
fine well-finished . edifice, crowned with a cupola, 
a'nd open on all sides to the view. Round this 
square were a^ssembled the societies of several 
other orders, all dressed in paraphernalia j and- 
z more curious scene I never witnessed. It seemed 
Its if people from all nations of the earth were col- 
lected together, presenting every difFetent shade 
of the complexion, from the silver-haired in- 
habitant of Denmark to the sable-hued native of 
Guinea. 

Among the crowd some Indian caciques held a 
▼cry conspicuous place. They wore party-co- 
loured cotton habits, prettily decorated with a va- 
riety of feathers, arranged in a very judicious and 
elegant manner. Bands of wool, red, purple, and 
yellow, encircled their heads, and supported some 
of the most beautiful plumes I ever beheld. Se* 
vcral of the caciques wore glittering ornaments on 
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their chins ; others on their necks, arms, and 
legs. But if these Indians pleased by the gaiety 
of their attire, another tribe interested me no less 
by their simplicity. These were clad in white 
cotton vestments, with no other ornament than 
large full white feathers, rising one above another 
rdund the head. This dress, contrasted with the 
dark copper colour of their skins, was peculiarly 
striking, and gave a most singular, though ex** 
tr/emely pleasing, appearance to the whole* 

The outsides of the houses round the square 
were hung with festoons of flowers, and live birds, 
tied with strings, to prevent their escape, but long 
enough to admit of their fluttering sufliciently 
to expand their beaudful plumage ; a contrivance 
which I must confess had a very picturesque ef- 
fect. The portico of the <:hurch was decorated 
with an uncommon quantity of real and artificial: 
flowers, in the disposal of which a great share of 
ta^te ^ad been displayed. Under the principal 
arch was placed a band of musicians, who sung 
and played most enchantingly. Indeed there is 
not a place in the world, not even Italy, where 
sacred music is more studiously attended to. Upon 
a volley being fired by some of the soldiers-; — ^who 
were all drawn up on one side of the square — the 
procession commenced by the military, fully ac- 
coutred, marching off two and two, to the sound 
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of drums, trumpets, and other martial mtuid, 9f 
intervals halting, to discharge their pieces j the 
bells of all the chtirches ringing, and the ships £tf 
the harbour returning the firing in the town : $6 
that altogether you may suppose the concert hf 
ti6 means a despicable one. First after the aoldiersl 
came the order of St. Francis, arranged in nearly^ 
the same manner as ourselves ; then followed ^ 
second division of the military, and the choirister* 
of the cathedral : to them succeeded the ordcf 
of St, James ; and, thirdly, we came in. Between 
our rear and the advanced guard of the fourth 
community was borne on a very high altarl, richly 
decorated, the elements of the eucharist, sur- 
rounded by a vast number of people of the firs^ 
rank and quality ; some of them bearing lighted 
irax-candles, highly perfumed j others incense^ 
ihany banners, and not a few relics : the jK^hole 
group flanked by soldiers on horseback, in theif 
hewest and best attire, firing alternately to the 
right and left j and wherever a cross was erected, 
which I believe was at the end of every street^ 
the whole cavalcade halted to sing the appointed 
service. 

After the eucharist came another division of 
soldiers, and after them all the remaining re- 
ligious of the town, while on either side ^of the 
j|;reet — for we took the middle — marched the 
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mobiUty^ men^ women, and children, but, not^ « 
withstanding their numbers, all ranged in regular 
order, and observing a profound sileince, excqpt; 
wh«i they join^ in the general choruses, and 
thien blessed St. Dominic. What a din was there! 
Each diviuon of the whole proces^on was attended 
by a band of music, which, halting at the crosses, 
played almost divinely ; and sorry enough I was, 
when the devotion of the multitude, breaking fortb 
into audible sounds, spoiled such excellent har- 
mony. 

The decorations ol^ the houses in magnificence 
surpassed any thing I ever beheld in Europe on 
the like occasion. , The streets are wide, and most 
of them in a straight line ; the houses in genial 
low, with here and there a very elegant church 
or public building, finished according to the rules 
of European architecture. Every habitation was 
hung either with tapestry or coloured cott<His of 
various dyes, ornamented with feathers in a very 
ingemous manner ; between which were suspended 
festoons of flowers^ articles of plate, and even 
jewels, according to the riches of the owner* 
Across the streets, from side to side, were tri- 
' umphid arches, composed of boughs of trees art* 
fuliy intierwoven ; from which hung, as at the 
portico of the church, a great variety of living 
bifdSji aU suspended in the most advantageous 
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point of view, and some of them beyond dcicnpj' 
don beautiful. Between the arches were set outy 
a vast quandty of eatables ; such as cakes^ pies^ 
fruits^ &c. all disposed in a very agreeable man« 
ner : and I could not help feeling a kind of pe- 
culiar English pleasure 2X /i6/x,part of the exhibition. 
Close to the houses, on each side of the streets, 
were likewise placed living animals—young tigers, 
Kons, wolves, dogs, and even monkeys of a par- 
ticular large species — secured so carefully as to 
- prevent any possibility of their escaping, or hurt-- 
ing those that might come near them. From 
the windows were suspended baskets, very neatly 
wove, of a lovely green colour, containing every 
kind of seed or grain with which they mean to 
sow the land, that the Saviou?. of the worjlx> 
might bestow his benediction on ihem as he passes, 
which they think will undoubtedly procure them a ■ 
plentiful harvest ; and indeed they are seldom, if* 
ever, disappointed. 

There is not a street through which the pro- 
cession passes but is adorned in this splendid man- 
ner : for on this festival the riches of every in- 
dividual are displayed to the greatest advantage 
possible, and with a peculiar degree of art;* which 
must, I should think, occupy a considerable time 
in preparation. 

In one of the streets leading to the great square 
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I teixT three of the largest and finest peacocks I 
ever beheld : also pheasants of an extraordinary 
size and beauty^ not mujrh unlike the peacocks in 
point of feather, but taller^ with more slender 
legs ; and in lieu of a long sweeping tail, small 
tufts of feathers, composed of dark brown, beauti- 
fully shaded with green and gold ; but their eyes 
and plumage, in beauty and variety of colours, 
far surplassed any of the biped kind that had ever 
before met my inspection. They all appeared very 
tame; and, with several other large birds fastened 
in a similar way, were not in the least disturbed 
by the firing, the shouts of the multitude, or the 
trampling of the horses. The ground was all over 
strewed with herbs and flowers, so regularly dis- 
posed as to resemble, in many places, the most 
delicate Persian carpets. In fine, all the sweets of 
nature seemed collected in one spot, to honour the 
sacred festival : and a greater assemblage of peo* 
pie pf all ranks, ages, and conditions, I nevet wit^ 
nessed, even iii the most populous city in Europe ; 
nor so profound a silence and regularity, except 
when the pious responses were made. 

The governor was dressed in a rich Spinish 
habit, tastily ornamented with gold, jewels, &c# 
He was surrounded by a numerous and very 
splendid retinue, as none but the sick are exempt 
from assistance at this ceremony. 
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When the procession reached the cathedral the 
w was almost rent by the muhitude of voices ; 
and we entered the edifice during a heavy dis- 
t:harge of artillery from the garrison atod ships 
in the harbour, also volleys of musquetry from 
the soldiers in the streets* Here high mass was 
celebrated, and the sacrament administered ; which 
ceremony, of course, occupied a considerable time, 
and when ended (he difierent communities re- 
tired in the same order to their respective con- 
vents. The principal visitors and caciques are in- 
vited to the governor's, where a plentiful banquet 
is provided for them, composed of every delicacy 
the country affords. The eatables, &c. with which 
^e sti^ets were adorned are taken down, and 
distributed by the parish priests among the in«> 
habitants, who entehain all strangers that choose 
to partake of them. At night there is a general 
rejdicing ; when some very ingenious fire-works 
are displayed, and national games exhibited, such 
as hunting or baiting the wild bull, &c. and va- 
rious martial exercises, in which the inhabitants 
of Buenos Ay res particularly excd. ^ 

These customs to an Englishman may appear 
strange, perhaps ridiculous ; but they are abso^ 
lutely necessary in all catholic countries, where -it 
is th^ object of the religious to make as m^y.cdn** 
Verts as possible. These public ceremonies^ theiv 
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ate positively requisite : — ^you must atta9k the 
senses, not the judgment, of an ignorant people; 
The Indiana, in particular, ate powerfully attracted 
by church music : care is therefore taken by the 
clergy here to invite as many as possible to theii^ 
splendid festivals, that by witnessing the grandeur 
and solemnity of the spectacle they might form 1 
wish to become members of a church which, to all 
outward appearance, is so extremely fascinating. 

At our return to t)ie convent we sat down to a 
very sumptuous and elegant dinner^ composed of 
everjig.ddicacy of the year. This is^ a peculiar in- 
dulgence granted them by his holiness the pope ; 
otherwise our order profess abstinetxce and morti^^ 
fication* Bui I sinc^ely believe it is profession 
only .{ for though the rules of this society are 
neither rigid nor severe, I doubt me they are fre^p 
quently enough infringed upoii} in which case, and 
indeed in most other cases, a penance enjoined is 
quite suffi/cient, without spending much time in en* 
forcixig it. - ^ 
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LETTER XIV. 

Convent of St. Dominic, June, 179/. 

For a cettainty the superior of thii ' 
convent is an excellent, good man j sund I must 
confess, in spite of my heretical ideas, leads a truly 
holy and religious life, unbiassed by bigotry, un- 
trammelled with superstition. He is going very 
soon to visit a presidency under the protection of 
St. Dominic, at a place above four hundred miles 
beyond Cordovo* I should like much to accompany 
him, but know not how to solicit the favour : forj 
since I must perforce stay in this part of the worlds 
I would much rather be a wanderer in and about 
the missions than confined to this dull uninterest- 
ing spot. I am not fond of an inactive life. Man 
was never sent into this world by a beneficent 
Creator to slumber out his days in sloth and in- 
dolence, amidst a society of licensed drones, who 
live but to eat and enjoy, without the labour of 
earning them, the blessings of nature, in a super- 
lative degree. Mistake me not, my friend : I do 
not include in this unqualified censure the ad- 
venturous missionaries who are dispersed over the 
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xvhole of Paraguay* ITiese, if I may believe re* 
port, are true disciples of the~ primitive apostles, 
who e;:i^isted only fo]r the benefit of their fellow 
beiags : but the lives of the clergy in local sp* 
ciedes afford at the best but a questionable picture 
of Christian forbearance, benevolence, and^ meek* 
ness. Their power^ where they have any, is e:jc- 
ercised with a blind erroneous severity ; and their 
persuasion, when employed, tends but to enslave, 
not merely the souls, but the bodies of their con* 
verts. Nevertheless, as they certainly are ma- 
sters of eloquent dissimulation, they are never at a 
loss for agents to exe9Ute what their policy ha$ 

plannedv 

The interior missions serve to provide for a 
niultitude of young men, who must otherwise at* 
tach themselves to mechanical pursuits. This is 
repugnant to the pride of many, who would at 
any hazard prefer being at the head of a pre-^ 
sidency, and governing a body of ignorant sar 
vages, in constant fear and turmoil, to a life of 
d^endence, however secure, in more polished so- 
cieties. For this, my friend, who can blame 
them ? The love of liberty is inherent in the mind 
of nian. It is an immortal blessing, which can- 
not be top highly valued, nor too dearly lost. I 
wonder no longer at the heroic, obstinate resist-i 
§P(:q tjie Indians made to secure this invalujibtQ 
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treasurt j nar at their inveterate hatred of the 
Spaniards, who have strove, by the most stubborn 
unremitting ctueky, to enslave so many unoflfcnd- 
ing thousands, born free as air, and demanding an 
eqtol right with their merciless invaders to every 
bounty from the hand of nature. They have 
no^;v flown from the heavy yoke they could neither 
break nor bear ; and few, very few Indians are at 
present to be seen in the Spanish settlements, e3^* 
cept the peculiar slaves of the state and indivi- 
duals. They live at a considerable distance front 
tile towns, and studiously avoid holding any cor« 
respondence with their tyrants btxt during the 
time they come to exchange their commodities for 
those of Europe, which by former communication 
with the Spaniards they have learnt the use of. 
Some of these trading Indians come f^om an im^ 
mense distance — many between six and seven 
hundred miles— bringing with them the amiual 
tribute, and large Quantities of the herb para^ 
guay ; which, I believe, I mentioned in a former 
better. It is here in much request, and used alike 
by the Spaniards and the natives, being mixed, in 
some sense, as tea is with us, and drank as a 
common beverage j the want of wine in this pro* 
vince causing a great consumption of iu I fre- 
quently drink of it, and taste but very little dif^ 
ference between that and tea. They are both 
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listringents^ but vrith opposite properties : for as 
the latter relaxes and weal^en^ the stomachy so tb^ 
former strengthens, braces, and invigprates the 
whole nervous system* I speak of the receiYed 
opinic^ as to the effects of. tea : for my own part 
I always found great benefit from the use of it; 
but my constitution is ja whimsical one. 



\ , 



I HAVK been out twice in the town ^since tiht 
festival, , accompanied by father Jerome, who has 
been very busy for these last five days in prc*- 
paring for the departure of the superior ; who, I 
find, is obliged by his ofEce to visit the presidency 
- once in' three years ever since the eitpulsion of the 
Jesuits* 

In one of our rambles Jerome took me to the 
house of a Spanish merchant, who during the 
peace had coi^derabte^eaUngs with some of our 
Bristol traders. I can now converse tolerably well 
in Spanish ; and froi& this gentleman I learned 
several particulars rejecting the war* He is not 
over-rigid in his national principles ;' but speaks 
of the English as a brave and generous people, 
and very much regrets our being in a state of 
hostility. He has a large family of children, and 
a very agreeable woman for his wife : her name 
donna Iiouisa. She visited England with him 
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abotit sixteen ye^rs agq ; but did not, it seems, 
see the capital. She was at Bath^ and Biistol, but 
her travels extended no further. She expresses a 
great desire to see more of our island, and says 
she hopes to do so when her husband returns to 
Old Spain. He is a native of Barcelona, and 
came here, with many others, to improve his for- 
tune by commerce. They are both very commu- 
nicative, talk freely on all subjects, and are ex- 
tremely fond of pleasure, which indeed every in- 
dividual here seems to pursue with as much avidity 
as the North Americans do gain. 

I could not help contrasting the manners of this 
lively Spaniard with those of my old friend Mrs* 
B ■ at New York. There, all is frugality and 
management : here, nothing but gaiety and dissi- 
pation. Nothing here is more ' degrading to a 
woman of the better sort than attentionr to the do- 
mestic concerns of the house; of which, for the 
most part, they are wholly ignorant^ The morn- 
ing she employs in religion and visiting:her par- 
ticular fridads J the middle of the day in sleep j 
Afternoon and evening in dress, music; and con- 
versations, for cards are not in fashion here. At 
their grand repasts, which they take at evening, 
it is genteel for every one to eat as much as pos- 
sible ; and the guests may likewise take away 
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\vich them as much as they please, without being 
^teemed in the least ill-bred : and I must con«- 
fess, from the profusion which appears in this 
merchant's house, I begin to think that trade 
inust be attended with very advantageous effects, 
as my friends in the northern hemisphere bave so 

often asserted ; and of which, if my factor H 

is fortunate, 1 hope to have proof positive. I 
have learnt to consider this point more attentively 
§ince my visit to don Manuel Robledos than be- 
fore; as a trijBing, or even comfortable, i^icome 
could not support the style in which even the 
middling cl^s of people here live : whether Spa* 
jiiards holding places under government, mer- 
chants trading to foreign countries, or Creoles, 
who carry on a traffic with the Indians— ^all ap- 
pear to live as though the only business of their 
Jives was pleasure, and this place the emporium 
of the world. Not but I could discover in the 
wretched little hovels inhabited by the mestizes 
pnly — this is a mongrel race, sprung from the na- 
tive Indians and the meanest of the Spaniards— 
^ sufficient share of poverty and filthin^ss. Some 
pf these people have voluntarily put themselves 
under the protection of their conquerors ; others 
^re attached with the lands to the officers of state 
and superior grandees, and pass, like the boors 
\n ]^ussia, from one master to another^ at the 
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caprice or pleasure of the crown, or , the go- 
vernor of the province, who exercises here an un- 
limited power of life and death over the miserable 
natives, whose situation, in many respects, is far 
worse than that of the African slave in our co- 
lonies. 
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LETTER XV. 

/ • 

/ 

• I 

/ 

Convent of St, Dominic, June, ^797^ 

Few people are more disposed to 
make the most of life than myself. Is it possible, 
therefore, that I could long endure with patience 
the dull routine of a monastic life ? I was tired 
of it in less than a fortnight; and my thought*;, 
which neither state policy nor stone walls can re-^ 
strain, are eternally roving over these neglected 
provinces, picturing to myself what vast improve- 
ments I could make in the various presidencies, 
the concerns of which form the principal topic of 
conversation in this convent. I cannot help re- 
gretting that such iiAmense tracts of fertile land 
between La Plata and Brazil should lie in a state 
of uncultivated nature, without contributing in 
the least to the comfort of any individual. Cer- 
tain I am that great and unmanly tyranny must 
have been exercised by the Spaniards over the na- 
tives, to cause such an universal indolence and 
imbecility ; nor, if I may judge from appearances, 
is this tyranny in the least abated. 

Last Friday I went again to don Manuel Rob- 
ledos*. After dinner we walked in his gardens. 
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which are very spacious and beautiful, reaching 
down ' to the water's edge. Next adjoining to 
these were the pleasure-grouhds of the lieutenant- 
governor, in which I saw three Indians at work, 
apparently sinking under the fatigue of a task to 
which their strength was inadequate ; while a Span- 
ish superintendant, who watchcd^ll their motiohs, 
punished the slightest remission pf labour wit^ the 
most inhuman stripes. 

I enquired of dqin Manuel if this was their 
usual custom. He answered, yes : and when I 
expressed iny surprise and abhorrence, by ob- 
serving, that even the negroes on^the British plant- 
ations passed d: life far, very far, less wretched ; 
he coolly replied, " Very trye, sir ; and so do my 
domestic slaves, who am but a merchants But 
what is the reason ? The African we are obliged 
Xo purchase ; and if through ill usage he dies, there 
is so much jnoney lost. Now the native Indian is 
the property of the state ; and no one suffers by 
his loss but his majesty, who has it in his power to 
replace it immediately, withoqt feeling the least 
inconvenience.*' B^d policy, thought I; but, from 
prudential motives, said no more upon the sub- 
ject till our return to the house, when by re- 
peated questions I gained such information from 
the communicative Manuel of the Spaniards* in- 
humanity towards their unfortunate captives «is 
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ftiJkde my blood run coldly through hiy veins, 
and my heart revolt from the idea of owning 
such tyrannic beings for my fellow-creatures. 

Wh^n the Spaniards first landed on thi» injured 
country the innocent inhabitants received them as 
gods from a distant region. Then was the time 
for them to have established their reign on the im- 
mortal basis of justice and of mercy, and to have 
secured a certain empire over the . minds as well 
as bodies of their new subjects. Lenity and kind- 
ness, it has ever been allowed, are far more 
efficacious in gaining the affections and govern- 
ing the passions of an untutored savage than 
rigor and severity unjustly adopted, injudiciously 
applied. 

In strong uncultivated minds there is no, me- 
dium affection between ardent love and the most 
deadly hate. Actuated by the fornjier, he will 
share with you every thing he possesses ; follow 
you, serve you, die for you : but once excite the 
latter, and never, never to the end of time can it 
be eradicated from his breast, but descends from 
father to son to the latest generation, and strength- 
ens instead of decaying. Would it not have been 
wiser as well as more politic in the Spaniards to 
have wrapped in downy folds the galling chain 
of slavery, and learnt to consider these unhappy 
victims, not as mere beasts of burden, formed 
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but to labour and to perish, but'as menj^ bearing 
like themselves the stamp and image of a bene« 
ficent Creator ; born with an equal right to all his 
bounties, and whose ancestors enjoyed unmolested 
(or ages the ground now wet with the tears of their 
oppressed and injured offspring } and from which 
their inhuman tyrants derive the whole of that im« 
mense wealthy which hte long been their only sup* 
port and pride ? 

There have, it is true, been many humane and 
salutary regulations made and edicts issued at the 
court of Spain for the protection and relief of the 
harassed Indians : but of what service are Chey^ 
wheii so shamefully neglected, or so scandalously 
abused when put in execution ? The power which 
alone can remedy the evil is at too great a 
distance to perceive the extent of it ; and here, in 
the actual scene of action, every one who has the 
smallest share in the concerns of government is 
too much occupied by his own particular interest 
to attend to any measure that might, if adopted^ 
deprive him for a time of the smallest advantage 
he derives from the post conferred upon him^ 
however such a step might tend to alleviate the 
sufferings of a wretched people, oppressed and in- 
jured beyond the power of resistance, or eyan of 
complaint. ^ 

The only object here of those in power is to 
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make an immense and rapid fortune} at whose/ 
expence, and by what meang, they care not. Every 
ofBcer that is ^ent from the mother country hither 
finds an allotted number of natives attached to 
the situation provided for him: those he has 
iiborty to employ how, when, and where it best 
pleases him, and as iast as they perish be demands 
a new supply; of whom there are yearly sent 
many thousands from the inland presidencies co 
the Spanish towns, there to be qmployed in the 
mines, state buildings, or the service of individuals, 
as government thinks most fitting. 

Such a wanton impolitic sacrifice of lives, joined 
to the dreadjful ravages made by that fatal disease 
the small-pox, which is peculiarly destructive 
among the Indians, must naturally tend to'*di* 
minish their numbers, if not, at length^, to their 
total extermination. Symptoms of this have been . 
already felt, and schemes are daily projecting to 
ward <)iF the approaching evil. . This is useless. 
It is too late now to be prudent ; and Spain at 
large must, be content to suffer for the turpitude of 
those in whom the interests of this southern world 
were vested. / 

Great numbers of negfoes are yearly imported 
£>r domestic servitude, but notwithstanding this 
the loss of the Indians begins to be sensibly felt | 
and was it not for the consciousness the court of 
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Madrid cannot but feel of the state of imbecility 
to which so many years of luxurious indolence 
have reduced its military power in this country, I 
should entertain the most serious apprehensions 
for the liberty of those tribes who in the interior 
of the provinces have yet preserved their inde- 
. pendence uninjured, unsubdusd. Some of them^ 
it is true, pay an annual tribute to the Spaniards 
for liberty to trade to their settlements ; but. there 
are others still more remote, who heroically per* 
sist in holding not the smallest intercourse what- 
ever with the invaders and enslavers of their na-* 
tive land : and this implacable hereditary hatred 
is augmented rather than diminished by the ag-* 
gravating reports of those Indians who, unable to 
bear the severity with which they are treated, con* 
trive means of escape from their servitude in the 
Spanish towns } and fly for protection to their 
happier brethren; who, by a long and firm re- 
sistance, have rendered themselves extremely for- 
midable to their European task-makers, whom they 
now keep in a constant state of alarm. The arms 
which once awed them into silence time has ren- 
dered too familiar to be feared ; and the Spanish 
rulers perceive too late the fatal error of their pre- 
decessors, who barbarously rent asunder the bonds 
of faith and friendship with the natives, trusting^ •. 
only to a despotic tyranny, which in progress of 
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time liiust inevitably' work Its ''crwri' destruction, 
, Siiih ever be tlfe feffectj of unfiediiig' ^avarice and 
tfiirst'df power !" Had the kings of Spain when 
fiiit tfiisxountry became thdfs by right of con- 
l^^esf^^^^t by nd other can they claim it — duly ap- 
prefciated the blessing, and, mindful of the future 
Hiterests of both iiations, adopted such measures 
only asVer6^'mo8Mikely to produce ribt only last- 
ing birf'increasinjgbenbfits, alike to their successors 
"and* their ^ilbjaits, how widely different would 
have teen thcTtidmiuct of the itfer^^ary invaders ! 
' ^ Gihnipotencc never created^ *6iiidHhLc(man being to 
'ex'erdse tyranny bVer- another. "* We come alike 
'free into the world 'from the hands tf the' great 
Creator, and nothing but our vices shouljd make 
Its • subservient td the rod of pbi^er. If we obey 
'a superior,' it^hbuld bd 'from principle only, and 
hot from cothptll^ry ' m6tivei5. A generous soul 
disdjuns such forced obedience j nor Can the man 
who^ boasts the common feelings of humanity ex- 
' act it. , If a man serves me voluntarily^ I am 
•served vfell ; but if I compd him* to obey me, fhe 
service is not well pferforhifed — it is but half done, 
with grudging and ill-will. Were I a prince, I 
would sooner command an army of ten thousand 
volunteers, than boast the services of as many miU 
lions compelled into action. 

It is the unhappy natives drawn from the pre- 

H 
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aidencks t^iathave erected ^11 the public buUdings^^ 
and like the thousands whom Feter the Great 
tore from their native villages^- and condemned: ta 
work and perish in the bogs of St.. Petersburgh^ 
so tbesre have laboured, and become unpide4 vie- 
tims, under the, directions of the Spanivds*^ 

My friend. I am sick at heart whea I consider 
the depravity of these pretendad christians^ in4 
the injustice )of Heaven in bestowing om. such 
wretches the power of oppressing so tnaay thou- 
sand inofFensj^y;e;.];:|quigs. But let iiol, finite yAh 
dom measur^Jn^te. ^^ The ways of Haairen 
are dark and intricate^ puzzled in mazes> and pei^ 
plexed witl^ errors; our t^nderstancfing reaches 
them in vain/* • 

Ijnrmy be wrong^in estia^ating ^he^guilt oriano* 
cence of the unhappy Indiaiisf; In ag^ long since 
past, crimes may have been committed which now 
at this far distant period have drawn down the 
vengeance of an offended Deity ; and the i^i)- 
man Spaniards rule not but as .the ministers of cch 
tributive justice. It is a dark subject : I had W^ 
ter leave it» Time will unravel all. 

Adieu I Touis: 
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' LETTER XVI. ; . 

t 

CoHtent of Si* Domiak, July, if 0m ': 

Vfntj my friend, did the ftimifrvt 
fatKel^ institute religious societies? Is it consistent 
^jirtth the precepts of Christ to shut up so large a 
portion of the human species in habitations secliided 
fmn^he world ? Do not many of those men^ think 
you, possess talents that might ei^bie them to be 
very usrful an<l ornathentat membet s of society, 
instead of passing jvvi^y their lives iii a kind of 
slumbering existence like the little animal called a 
9k)th ? The monastib Kfe, of all others, appears to 
xne the least congenial io the mind of man t—nO 
emulation, no fire^ no wish to perpetuate their 
names to posterity, for that is denied them, and 
nothing substituted- in its stead but a repetition of 
prayers and exercises in which the heart joins not, 
and praises to their God for blessings they know 
not, orknowing, never can enjoy. No man, unless 
he has truly tried the world and grown wtary of 
it from nptisfortune and neglect, should be per- 
mitted to enter a religious house^nd waste away 
his life in a state of indolent fbrgetfulness. Is it 
aaturai to suppose that aily man should ibrego the 
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chief end for which he was created, and seek for 
happiness in a society from which the female world 
is utterly excluded ? Were a devotee who had not 
experienced such a way of life to tell me that he 
knew he should be perfectly happy in it, I would 
first boldly assert the contrary, and then quietly 
demonstrate to him the absurdity of such a notion. 
Man was formed to mix in and enjoy the blessings 
of active society, and not to bury the talents with 
which Heaven has gifted him in the solitude and 

r 

gloom of a cloister. - 1 am led into these .reflections 
by a discourse I have had this morning with one 
of the fathers who came into the garden, whither I 
had gone to assist brother Jerome in placing some 
choice plants round the margin of the reservoir^ 
the situation in which they thrive best, owing to 
their natural propensity to' stagnant water. His 
discourse turned at first on the beauty and variety 
of the flowers ; he then passed to observations oxi 
England, and the happiness he supposed I now 
enjoyed in being so far distant from a nation of 
heretics, with whom I could never hope to obtain 
eternal salvation. For a moment I could not reply 
to his observations : father Jerome looked at me, 
and gave me to understand by his manner that it 
was necessary I should seem pleased with my situa- 
tion. I took the hint, and recovering myself said^ 
I certainly did consider myself as under the highest 
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obligations to the community, and should feel 
happy in the extren^ if permitted to remain am^ng 
them till our adverse nations should again be 
friends. • 

* Then you would kave our society/ said he with 
some degree of quickness, * and return to those 
infidqls^ were we at peace ?* ' That, your reverence,' 
replied I, ' will depend on circumstances : since it. 
has pleased Providence to conduct me to these: 
distant regions, I would willingly see. as much of 

I • 

them as I possibly can before I decide in what 
part of the world to fix my resting-place. I 
have heard much of this wonderful country, and 
doubt not but I should admire it as much, if not 
inore than any traveller that has preceded me, 
could I but be permitted to visit some of the distant 
provinces ; — ^not that I should ever expect to find 
a spot more suited to my inclinations than Buenos. 
Ayres.* , n 

* True, true,' the father said ; he had heard from 
brother Jerome that I had been for some years 
past a traveller from choice, not necessity. But 
was I not tired of roving about ? Should I not be 
more at my ease, and more comfortable, if fixed to 
one spot, than to be daily exposing myself to dis- 
ease and hardships, for such all must expect who 
led a wandering and unsettled life ? My motive 
for rambling, I assured him, arose from curiosity 
alone } I found roving from place to place without 



102 LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 

any settled plan had been essential to my hscppiness, 
by bringing fresh objects continually to my view ;, 
and by such means diverting thought from that 
which, if left to itself, would sootier or later 
destroy the whole system of reason. 

* It is enough, my son,' .said the father, * I will 
not now ask thee what thy troubles have been ; for 
if such as thy discourse alludes to, and I conceive it 
right, at some future time perhaps thou wijt be 
able to talk more freely on the subject/ As he 
said this he suddenly changed the subject, and 
took up a flower, and discoursed on its formatioa 
with a precision and correctness I little cocpected to 
meet with in a friar of Paraguay. We spent nearly 
two hours in conversing on various subjects ; but 
he never once hinted any thing relative to the war 
or my detention. ^ Father Jerome was all the while 
employed near us, and seemed to feel a pleasure 
in hearing his superior talk so long and so familiarly 
with me. When the latter had left us, two more 
of the fraternity came up and entered into ciHib- 
versation ; but dieir discoursfs was confined to the 
pleasure they enjoyed in that holy society, and how 
happy they were in the continual exercise of de votiom 

I assented to what they said without appearing to 
doubt the truth ofit ; but I could not help smiiilig 
to myself at the mistaken zeal of the reverend 
labourers. They had never any of them^ excepting 
Jerome^ conversed ^th me so long before^ since 
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iHtle more than the customary salutations of the 
morning, and at the hours of prayer, had passed 
between us : for though they all, as I have said 
before, regarded me as a very good catholic, yet 
being an Englishman was sufficient reason for 
their keeping 'me at a kind of civil distance. I 
was therefore somewhat surprised at this sudden 
alteration in their behaviour ; but the mystery was 
soon unravelled on my return to the house. One 
of the lay brothers who has charge of the expen- 
ditures of the convent, and is in fact the treasurer, 
^me to inform me that thcT letter of credit left by 
captain H ■ had been duly honoured, and that, 
alter paying the fathers for every expencc they had 
^b«n at both before and^ince my removal hither, 
be had a siirplus in his hands of seven hundred 
and thirty piastres. He then presented the account 
of what had been done for me ; and a letter from 
our friend B— i- at New York, directed to be 
dcKvered to me if living, send if not, to be returned 
bf the next American vessel that should "touch at 
Suenos Ayres. This epistle was truly laconic, 
but very significant and friendly; perfectly con* 
sonant to the character of the writer, a truly hon^t 
man, who nt was .evident had my interest very 
much at heart. On examining Ae brother's ac* 
count, I found I had no reason to be in any shape 
ifispleased gt the chiarges ; on the contrary, I wa« 
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persuaded I had not been charged enough. I therc^- 
fore immediately requested him to accept thi:ee 
hundred piastres for the use of the convent, and 
twenty for himself : observing, at the same time, 
that I still considered myself as under the highest 
obligations to every one in the community, and 
should take every opportunity while I remained 
there of testifying my gratitude.. The pious pur- 
veyor went froipi me in high .glee : I had niade 
jiim perfectly happy. 3oon after I met brother 
Jerome . repairing again to his usual avocation, 
gardening, in which he is from inclination a very 
great proficient. I accompanied him as usual 
thither,^ and by the smile on his countenance vas 
certain he had something pleasant to irnpart. . He 
is a good soul, and fond of anecdote. When wc 
had reached the end of an avenue which com- 
mands a view of the country to the soiuh, he says, 

* Look at ,jthat pavilion yonder, and try what you 
can see.* I did as he bade me : it was a little low 
building belonging to the grove atv St. Theresa, 
which is a sort pf public walk where the inha- 
bitants of Buenos Ayres go during the processions j 
which are as frequent in this place as in all catholic 
countries in Europe, and even more so. This 
jgrove reaches almost the whole length of the town, 
^nd nearly encircles the principal buildings. It is 

* very pleasant place, and much frequented, except 
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when the pampero blows ; and then it is impossihlQ 
to remain in it on account of the vast quantities of 
sand which the wind in its violence hurls over the 
passenger. I looked very earnestly towards the 
spot, but could not distinguish any particular 
object for near a minute ; when at last I saw two 
religious, as I supposed them to be^ come out of 
the s^lcove. * Do you not see them now ?* cried he. 
^ Yes/ said I, ' I see them as you say ; but what, my 

• friend, is there new in a scapulary and cowl ?' ' A 
great deal,' returned he j ' sometimes more than you 
are aware of. The^oneyou see \taller and more 
lusty is not what he ^eqns to be ; he is a country* 

' man pf yours, aiid no monk : the other is a lady,, 
daughter of a privileged Jew immensely rich'ia 
this town. She has contrived to eflfect her escsqjq 
from a cpnvent at the back of' the fort, and they 
are now waiting for a friend of mine to take them 
safe to St, Gab^i^l, from whence they will sail in a 
few days for England in an American vessel now 
in the harbour* It was this business which de-* 
tallied me so long while you were at don Manuel's, 
I love your nation, and would do any thing to 
serve them :— you see I would.' ' But are they not,* 
said I, *in a perilous situation ; — ^do they not run a 
f isk of discovery ?' * Not in the dress of that order,* 
he replied, ^ Do you not observe it is that of the 
barefooted Carmelites ? they are privileged to beg,^ 
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tnd in the grove ate occasionaLlly stationed for that 
purpose. Many will turn their heads away when 
they see a religious of that order coming towards 
them* See, the lady accosts at this moment the se* 
cretary of the major-general : he turns his head and 
walks on : — ^there, now they pass down the walk 
and address two ladies ; they give something. My 
pupil seems to be perfect at her lesson : the women 
vrcy in general, more charitable than the men.* 

When the counterfeit monks had received the 
donation tJiey returned towards the pavilicm, and 
as they were about to enter it^ two seamen came 
up and accosted them. They turned immediately^ 
and followed the sailors towards the shore : brother 
Jerome stood fixed to the spot, pursuing with his 
eyes the objects of his care. A few minutes 
brought them to the water's edge, where a boat 
was in waiting, into which they got and were 
rowed off pretty briskly. A few people were on 
the ramparts of the fort directly over them, but 
no one seemed to notice the transaction. The 
father stood intently gazing until (hey had doubted 
a kind of cape, round which boats of every kind 
are obliged to pass before they can gain the Plata* 
When the fugitives had cleared this point, be turned, 
and .thanked God they were now in safety j 
^ for,* says he, ^ I am sure they will not now meet 
^ith any interruption ; s^U the inhabitants will b<( 
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snug 2t their siesta when the hodt leacbes Su 
Gabriel^ and then they may laugh securely at^ld 
don Jacob, who, by the bye, is a sort of equivocal 
character, and a very great misert He has two 
other daughters at the same convent, butvthey are 
younger md not so pretty, so they will do very 
well for the purposes of a holy li& ; for, between 
you and me, there is not much devotion in any of 
pur women, unless it be the old devotees, and evea 
they are not so strict as those in Europe, where 
^omen, after they have passed the age of admira^ 
tion, are seldom any thing better than religious 
dragons, for $o I remember them when a boy iq. 
France. I had an aunt that was one, and I most 
cordially hated her for the ill-natured vigilance she 
exercised over my orphan sister, who was three 

years older than myself, and very pretty. But 

hush, here is father Hernandez coming, I will 
tell you more when we are alone to-morrow.* 
The father approached : he had a book in hit 
hand on which he seemed very intent, but on 
seeing me he closed it, and began an acknow«» 
ledgment for my liberality, as he termed It, to 
the convent. But I instantly assured him,' that 
80 far fropi any thing I had done meriting their 
thanks, I \<ras, and ever must remain, indebted to 
them on the score of gratitude far more than I 
could express We then changed the subject to the 
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projected Jmproveiflent in the harbpur of Buenos 
Ayres, which has been long planned; but he frankly 
confessed he did riot think ever would be accom- 
plished, it being a work of very considerable labour 
and expence. For such is the indolence and care- 
lessness of the Spanish government in this part of 
the world, which' seems active only in the exercise 
of tyranny and the gratification of avarice, as to. 
be totally neglectful of the real interest of the 
mother-country. The vesper bell broke up this 
interesting conversation: and >yhen our evening 
devotions were over I hastened to commit to paper 
the occurrences of the day. Adieu ! 



\ I 






LETTERS' FROM PARAGUAY. 



109 



»• 



' », 



.•• /■ 



J.ETTER XVII. 



• f 



r' 



. . Content of St. D(>minic, Jnfy, 1797'. 

I'am now, my dear friend, allowed 
the privilege ^of dressing in the Spanish habit^ 
and paying visits, not only to don- Manuel's, but to 
three or four other families to whom he has in- 
troduced me. ^Among the grandest, is a - gentle-, 
to^ nearly related to the major-general.- He is 
'an officer of cbnsiderable merit, and was . one 
of' those preserved by British humanity at the 
^ega of Gibraltar ; where he was wounded in 
ihe side by a i^linter which broke three of his 
i'ibs and his right, arm just above the elbow, and 
likewise very considerably injured his face ; but 
he recovered, and, at the peace, was sent hither 
to take the command of a regiment, and make his 
fortune. 

He lives in great splendour, and twice invited 
me to his house within these last ten days ; each 
^ time there was a concert and a ball, for they are 
as fond of dancing here as in any part of Europe. 
Their treats are extravagantly sumptuous, and 
their politeness to strangers exceeds any thing I 
•ever met with. The ladies, in particular, vie with 
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each other in ob^ging their guests* It is not at 
Buenos Ayres as in Old Spain, where none are 
admitted to an assembly but those of equal rank : 
here,' merchants and their families are invited to 
the governor's public entertainments ; and though 
the inhabitants are ziot so numerous as might be 
expected in a town so situated at Buenos Ayres, 
which is in fact the staple for all the produce o( 
the distant provkices,. yet there was at the last 
ball given in honour of the governor's ;t^rth*daij 
a very nutnerous and brilliant assembly. The dons 
were dressed in the usual Spanish taste, but with 
a greater variety of colours, and the ladies' dresses 
differed very widely from those in Old Spain $ 
their petticoats were of taffeta, ornamented at the 
l>ottom with gold lace, or fringe, richly tasseledv 
The slippers of some were composed Entirely of 
gold embroidery, and their stockings interwoveft 
with the same metal in so fanciful a jiianner as to 
display the shape of the leg to the most luxuriant 
advantage j and^ those that had pretty ones, by 
the shortness of their petticoats, seemed by no 
in$ansv disposed to conceal their beauties from 
their admiring partners. A kind of jacket made 
of velvet fitted tight to the shape, and lacsd or 
buttoned in front, with long points hanging dowft 
quite round the petticoat, and trimmed at , the 
ends with pearl tasseU, On the shoulders of 
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this jacket was fastened a cloak ipade of gwti^ 
<a .%ome such, light mdterial^ which hung as x 
loose train oa the ground^ and was OGCiasipnaUy 
fastened to the side by a clasp of jewels. The 
gfei>eral head-dress was either a handkerchief of goM 
gauze, braided in with dlamcrnds^ or else chsoas of 
' gold and pearls twisted in and oiit with their shining, 
Jblack hair, whtch all the ladies have in great pro-^ 
i^$ion ; and their bosoms wei!e covered with soU- 
1{0re9, composed of every different kind of jewels^ 
, 4p«irk, and gold, but no feathers or flower & 
;,r { danced a saraband with donna Josefina The- 
re^ia Ibolribla^ a young lady of great beauty and 
;;|^$0mplishments ; she is a vKskor with her father 
.«ld mother at the conun^ndant's. They are rc« 
lidfintd sU: Cordova, w^ere Josefina was born« 
Donna Louisa equalled in splendour the rich- 
^ est lady present. She is- the most fively and e&- 
lartaining female I ever conversed with ; and is, 
with her husband don Manuel^ admired by all 
tfadr acquaintance^ 

The paltry distinctions of rank arc here bid 
aside ;. and from the freedom of conversatioik I 
am inclined to think that French liberty and 
equaCty have stolen into New Spain. If so, and 
the contagion should spread, I believe some very 
material alterations will take place bdore long. 
The religious form a very considerable portion of 
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ftU public assemblies ; and, if I am to judge from 
-the numbers I evei^y-where meet in the streets 
aiid at the houses where I visit, I should be apt 
to conclude that two-thirds of the male Europeans 
m^V^ ecclesiastics; for you encounter them in 
jcvcry direction,* unless at the hours of prayer. 
^They mix promiscuously in all Societies, and 
appear to be the confidants of every one. A 
priest, young or old, may enter a house at what 
(time he pleases j go into whatever apartment I^ 
sees fit, and stay as long as he thinks proper ; and 
no- questions are asked. They pass and repass 
perfectly at their- ease: and to those imaginary 
devout men, the fathers, husbands, and brothers, 
arenas complaisant as an obsequious French petiu 
maitre ; and, if I may venture to conjecture, these 
holy gentry have not much reason to regret the 

• state of celibacy to which their religion con- 
demns them. The ladies are certainly not wfiat we 

•may call handsome, but there is a sort of playful 
voluptuousness about them that cannot fail to 

* please even one more nice than myself. I speak 
-of the superior class only; for below it there 
.are not, as with us, any females deserving atten- 
tion. They appear indolent and filthy in the 
extreme ; and of a breed so heterogeneous, as 
would puzzle even a Lavater satisfactorily to define 

.their race. 
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, .1 would fain give you a description, of Buenos 
Ayres ; but, upon my honour, besides the people, 
there is nothing in it worth describing : it is really 
surprising that a city like thid, which is the capital 
of such a vast extent of country, and the see of a 
bishop, should have sp Uttle in it worthy the at- 
tention of a traveller. 

• its site, indeed, is considerable enough, if it 
were but better occupied* The suburbs, which 
are principally inhabited by mestizes and negroes, 
are, in appearan(:e, somewhat similar to that part 
of London which lies about Shoreditch and White* 
chapel-r:! mean the lowest part of it — but a 
hundred times more miserable and filthy. The 
middle of the city is better, and s;ome of the prin* 
cipal streets have a show of opulence and taste 
that is very agreeable ; most of the houses^ that 
have been built within these last fifty years are 
of stone, but none of them exceed two storieg 
in height, the greater number are but one. The 

' c&Ue del Santa Trinidada, or street of the Holy 
Trinity, and the cdlle del San EenitOj or street 
of St. Benedict, are by far the handsomest of 
the'^hole. The former, which faces the great 
door of the cathedral, and runs almost the whole 
length of the town, is very regularly built, and 
occupied only by the better sort of the inhabitants. 

^ Almost every house has a garden both before and 
behind; and all those that can afford it have 
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balconies, with sun-shades and lattice-work^« 
adorned with the most beautiful shrubs and 
flowers that; the earth produces. Here the family 
sit best part of the day, and night too when they 
are not visiting, and take their coffee or choco* 
late, and play on their guitars and mandolines : 
most of the ladies have fine voices, so that tht- 
man who strolls about the town in the evening 
may enjoy the pleasure of a concert gratis as he 
passes along. 

The cathedral, which is built in a kind of Gre^ 
cian architecture, is a noble building, and deserves 
a better metropolis : it has a cupola of very ex- 
cellent workmanship; and a portico to die western 
door the design and execution of which would 
do honour to the most celebrated artist; it tt^ 
scmblcs very strongly that of our St. Martin 's-in« 
the-fields, which is so universally admired. The- 
cathedral was> I understand, the work of the Je* 
suits before their expulsion. The interior of this 
edifice is, if any thing, too richly ornamented 
with carving and gilding, which gives it rather a 
taudry appearance ; but the inside of the dome is 
painted in a very tolerable manner, in compart-^ 
ments, representing the acts of the apostles — ^asul> 
ject very appropriate to the conversion of the In- 
dians. The choir is likewise adorned with paint* 
ings from the same subject ; and there was a very 
fine altarpiece, but it is now taken down to maka 
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rooia iPor a more valuable bne^ sent from Old 
Spain^ but which is not yet ready to be put up. 

The bishop^ governor, and majdr-gaieral, have 
each a separate stalls very superbly decorated 
vhh {Hirple velvet, embroidered and fringed with 
gold: ova* that of the governor ate this king^s 
arms in gold and coloured velvet, very ingie- 
tuousiy contrived. But the custom her^ of cover- 
ing almost the vtrhole inside of ' the churches with 
" flowers and branches— which hang from one saint's 
day to another, when the dead ones are taken 
down and fresh put up— though in itself it is 
firetty enough^ yet entirely destroys the beauty of 
the architecture, while the elFect of the flowers 
themselves is lost in the glare of the gilding. It 
is Weil gold is so plenty on this tontinent, or these 
extravagant ornaments without taste or judgment, 
pat Mme de DhSy would come very expensivet 

The thureh of St. Fraiicis and that of jhe 
invent of Mercy are likewise very beautiful btiild* 
ingsj tvkh cupolas and high steeples, much in 
idhe same style as the cathedral, aild just as pro- 
hai^Aj decorated, but without any paintings ex- 
icept the altarpiece. The church and convent of 
JSt» Francis stand ih the street of that name, which 
runs obliquely from the water to the grand square 
tti itxt middle of the city, where the soldiers are 
sMauimen^ ekercised as on a parade ; 021^ om side 
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of this square stands the t|fvn-hall, a very large 
and handsome building, erected on a plan of the 
Jesuits', who certainly may be called the fathers of 
architecture in this part of the world. 

There are a great many other convents and 
nunneries dispersed over the city ; some of them 
very large, and of a noble appearance, but jaill very 
well inhabited ; for nuns here are as plentiful as 
monks, though they have not the same liberty of 
going into public. All these edifices, with the 
houses of the governor and major-general — ^both ' 
very commodious — the receiver general's office, 
and a public hospital, are built of stone, beauti- 
fully white, which is found in a small plain in the 
vicinity of the town. The barracks for the sol- 
diers are of brick, as are some few of the houses, 
and have but a mean appearance when contrasted 
with the whiteness of the public buildings, the 
fairness of which is preserved in a great measure by 
the frequent visits of the pampero, which wind is an 
excellent bleacher. The fort, which commands 
the island of St. Gabriel, over-against Buenos 
Ayres, is large, strong, and provided with a great 
many apparently very good brass cannon ; but #t 
is awkwardly situated, iind, with a little manoeu- 
vring, if there was but a sufficient depth of water, 
an enemy's ships might very easily annoy the best 
part of the town without bemg much incommoded 
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by the fire from the fort. But they have little 
danger to apprehend from an attack by water, th£ 
Plata is too well provided witli natural barriers, in 
> her sands and shoals, to admit of a marine inva- 
sion} unless, indeed, the French were to come 
here with the flat-bottomed boats they have been 
these three hundred years preparing for a descent 
upon England, and then I fear neither the fort, 
the governor, nor his half-clothed ragged regi- 
ments of long-haired Indians, and whiskered 
Spaniard's — who are without exception the dirtiest 
slovenliest set of soldiers I ever set my eyes upon 
— ^would be able to accomplish much in defence 
of the town : taken altogether, in some points of 
v^ew, it affords an agreeable prospect enough, from 
the gardens and trees with which it .abounds, con* 
trasted with the whiteness of the houses, which, 
in their colour, height^ and form, greatly resemble 
those in the British colonies in North America* 
Qut the effect of every thing in this place is, in a 
great measure, destroyed by the extreme dirtiness 
of the inhabitants ; who, from their natural in* 
doience, and lazy habits, are beastly (q ^n excess 
in every particular. Heavens! what a contrast 
do I not frequently draw between the everlasting 
cleanliness of the North American, and the su-? 
perabundant filthiness of the South ! The former, 
fyery f riday and Saturday, makes ye hop, skip, 
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and jump, like an ope^a dancer, to escape the trant^ 
parent sprinkling of a notable mop-twirler, or tor 
screen your clothes and eyes from the ynfriendly 
benedictions of the general whitewashing^ which 
annually, and in a smaller degree weekly,^ take$ 
place in most of the capital towns. And tl^is some 
of the shrubs I sent you from Philadelphia can 
testify, for three of them were, by one of these 
daughters of cleanliness, plentifully baptised with 
her olympian dew, which cost me two days> labour 
to wask off from the leaves only, but from the 
]t>ark it was impossible to remove it. I remembft 
it was done while I was gone to seek the captain 
pf the vessel that was to convey them to England^ 
When I returned, and saw what had been doiie^t 
I forgot I was in Pensylvania, and began to anathe- , 
niatise most devoutly* Mrs. ., .. ran out tq 
enquire what was the matter, with her grey stuff 
gown and whitewashing cap most delicately dap? 
pled. I toldrmy grievance, and demanded redress. . 
*Lord bless me,' said she, *is that all! why 
would you have had us leave th?it, side of the 
room undone ?* * Undone, madam !* I exclaimed 
in all the rage of injured genius ; • yes, I would 
]|iave had the whole house, nay the whole cky^ 
left unwhitewashed, rather than the shrubs should 
have been sprinkled in this diabolical manner.^ 
f I do not dou^)t you in the least,' said she i ^\ 
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jMver knew an Englishman yet that was fon4 oC 
cleanliness.' ^Zounds, madam!* cried I, ^can 
this be deemed cleanliness, which deranges the 
whole economy of the house, turns topsy turvy 
* livings that never should be stirred, and sets at de- 
Smce every rule of peace, order, and regularity, 
besides destroying every article that comes withia 
its reach?' * Pretty talking, truly!' retorted the 
lady : * Pray how are the holes and corners to be 
ckaned, if every thing is not removed into the 
' middle of the room? Why, good God! you 
English are as dirty as the Esquimaux !' This aU 
hision silenced me immediately : it was a climax, 
diere il^as no withstanding it« I therefore quietly 
ord^ed a pail of water to be brought me, and be* 
fpxk sousing my poor plants as plentifully as the good 
lady did her house ; which operation I was left in 
perfect security to perform, since nothing can be 
more acceptable to a North American female than 
slopping the pavement with water, provided the 
walls are not splashed in the execution. 
* JJow were I to represent this mode of cleaning 
to the ladies of Buenos Ayres, I doubt whether I 
should not be sent to a place of confinement as a \ 
lunatic. Scrubbing and scourmg are not in the 
South American dictionary, and I really think 
were never ev<m heard of. The rooms of the 
wealthy 9re swept with a kind of broom, made 
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from a peculiar sort of grass or flax which growl 
. in the swamps where the wild sugar cane is found* 
This, is collected into a large tuff, not unlike a 
mop, and iTvith this the slaves sweep, or rather 
wipe, the rooms, which in summer are covered 
with a beautiful matting wove by the Indians, 
and in winter with an European carpet. White- 
washing, scrubbing, and spusing, would be £ar 
more grateful here than in more northern climes, 
^ yet they are never even thought of. The whole/ 
life of a woman above the common class is ons 
.continued scene of indolent monotony ; and she 
would think herself degraded to the lowest state 
of servitude were she, fpr a moment, to consider 
by what means any part of the house might be 
made more commodiously clean than the other^ 
The domestics follow the example of their su« 
periors as sedulously here as in Europe; and 
none of them will do an item of work more than 
their allotted portion, let what will be the conse- 
quence : nothing seems more irksome to them 
than to be compelled to execute any thing out of 
the common way. As no master is served here from 
principle or affection, coercive measures are the only 
springs which set their machines in motion ; — ^foi^ 
literally speaking, they are nothing but machines, 
and that as if formed by some bungling mechanic; 
far surely there never was such a lazy, ^irty, sthikr 
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lag set of mortals ever collected together in any 
other civilised city. 

Godliness is here in vs^t proiFusion— I mean in 
outward show ; 1)ut how it exists without its con^ 
comitant cleanliness I am, really, at a loss to c(m- 
jecture. I believe I must leave this knotty point 
to the detenoination of spme more able casui^ 
dian 
t ypur sincere friendf 
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Th£ more I contemplate the filth 
mid laziness of these people, the more I regret that 
the miserly HeBry, when applied to by Columbus, 
was not inspired by the demon of avarice, if no 
more laudable motive could have actuated him, to 
have fitted out the noble adventurer, and by that 
ineans to have secured this country, this rich 
delightful country, to the crown of Britain. The 
Spaniards possess blessings they never did, nor 
ever will, know how to appreciate j for, slaves to 
gold, they neglect every other advantage. Had the 
English possessed this southern woj^Id, thousands 
^nd tens of thousands, nay millions, would have 
blest the hour when they became their conquerors. 
The Jesuits, though now abolished, have shewn^ 
in the immense superstructure they have raised in 
the interior of this and the adjoining provincesj^ 
what wise legislators they could make if gifted 
with the rod of power, by the several large com-* 
monwealths (if I may use thq word) which they 
have established : and when I consider the fragile 
foundation o^ which they erected an edifice tha^ 
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amazes and confound^ the world, I know not 
:which to admire most, their zeal for religion, or 
their superior political wisdom and thorougli 
l^nowledge of the human heart. The mpre I 
fefiect upon it the more I imagine that the fathers 
who first attempted the conversion of the Indians 
p)ust have beei^ inspired: few couI4 have perse- 
vered under such dreadful hardships as they $uSered 
if they had not e:^periexiped a divine impulse : they 
|biew the secret workings of the passions ; they 
possessed penetration beyond the depth of commoi) 
men, and saw that cruelty and deceit were not 
the means to win the hearts of rude untutored 
})eings, living in a state of nature, and sensible 
of no laws but those which she imposes* 

But the hope of bringing over these poor people 
to a knowledge of the true and only God was not 
the only motive that actuated these d^ep an4 
(:unning politicians ; they had a greate^ and more 
enlarged sphere of action in view* They daily 
witnessed the imprudence of exercising coercive 
measures over the poor conquered people, who 
had made such noble and heroic stands to preserve 
their native blessing, liberty, and repress their 
barbarous invaders ; the fathers were convinced 

# - . * • 

that men who had acted uniformly with such 
determined valour would be much sooner won by 
luild and gentle treatment than by acts of violence 
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and oppression : they, therefore, about the middle 
of the sixteenth century, petitioned his catholic 
majesty for leave to enter the interior of Paraguay 
and Tucuman, and endeavour by means of per- 
suasion only to initiate in the principles of the 
christian religion the hordes of Indians who had 
fled from the persecutions of the Spaniards ; and by 
thus planting the gospel in these remote regions, 
bring over to the service of the state thousands 
that vrere then virandering far distant from any 
Spanish settlement. 

Their petitions were granted ; and a vast number 
of missionaries, selected from the society of Jesus, 
were sent out at the king's expence to put in 
practice the theory they had adopted ; and it was 
settled between his igajesty and the mission, that 
the state should be at the charge of transporting 
them to the scene of action, where they were to 
open their spiritual campaign, in which the go- 
vernors of the provinces, by order of the court, 
were not to interfere in any shape relative to the 
establishment, nor was any Spaniard whatever 
to enter their districts without leave obtained. 

They were to be provided with necessaries of 
every kind for the arduous undertaking ; and to 
be supplied from time to time with articles of 
clothing, furniture, and every other thing whicl^ 
fhe exigency of their situation might require, 
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The missionaries, on their part, agreed to pay to 
the crown annually a sort of capitation tax, of a 
piastre per head for every individual they might 
bring over to the faith of Christ ; and, in pro^ 
portion as their proselytes encreased, to send a 
certain number to the royal works or army when* 
ever the state should think proper to^* make the 
demand, provided the converted Indians were 
sufficiently numerous to admit, of drafts being 
made for that purpose, which was to be done, if I 
conceive the matter right, in much the same 
manner as the militia is drawn for with us ; but 
with this difference, that the Indians are drafted 
for life ; and the services required of them arc 
severe in the extreme when compared' to the 
employ of our militia, who are never called into 
action but on extraordinary occasions, and dis- 
banded at the end of the war to return, if they 
think proper, to their native towna and families :' 
but the poor Indians once sent from their peaceful 
settlements never return to them more ; they are 
condemned for the rest of their lives to toil and 
misery, either to work in the mines or to form a 
kind of auxiliary troop to fight against their un« 
subdued brethren, who even now make frequent 
inroads on the Spanish settlements. Others are 
doomed to labour incessantly at the public works, 
and many are consigned t(^ the 'different o^ces of 
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State, and pass like heirlooms from one master 16 
another with the post to which they are attached* 
The present major-general, who lives adjacent to 
the fort and has the command in all military 
matters in this part of the woirld, has several 
hundreds of these wretched people at his disposal } 
and I wish I could add that his treatment of them 
is such as redounds to his credit as a humane 
man and a judicious officer ; but truth compels 
roe to say, that, on the contrary, the severity 
which is exercised over them is such as must 
shock the understanding and pain the heart of 
every person endowed with merely the common 
feelings of justice and humanity. 

No wonder then that to serve a Spaniard is 
deemed by the natives the most dreadful of all 
calamities ; every Indian shrinks from the sound 
of a Spaniard's voice^ and among the unreduced 
his religion is held in the utmost abhorrence. 

The dispersion, or rather expulsion, of th^ 
crafty Jesuits was become an act of state necessity, 
iince they had established in the very cenbe of the 
souAem provinces an immense theocracy, which 
even threatened to overturn, at some future period, 
the power of the crown^ if the various accounts I 
have received may be relied on ; for, at the time 
of their expulsion, they could command^ as spi* 
litual guidesi sev^al hundred thousand &milkS| 
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ind among them no less ah army of well-diddplined 
troops than from eighty to a hundred thousand 
' tneg^^ all pr(^>erly trained, clothed, and accoutred, 
and ready to follow wherever their pastors should 
diink fit to lead them. 

' How hr this esdmate may be true I know not ; 
I give it you on the report of father Hernandez } 
and I have heard the same confirmed by don 
Manuel, who is of opinion that the present race of 
ecclesiastics have not at all mended the condition 
of the Indians, who are in fa^ t worse ofif and more 
qppressed than before. He thinks, and says, that 
were the English to make a spirited attack on 
Buenos Ayres in conjunction with the Portuguese 
on tl}e side of the Brazils, there is not a doubt of 
the Indians joining them ; the face of things being 
.^jio materially changed since the dismissal of the 
Jesuits, under whom they had been detached from 
a state of barbarism, instructed in the knowledge 
of our blessed chrfsdan faith, and taught the use ot 
amu, agriculture, and commerce ; nay, even some 
ci the fine arts are known among them ; I myself 
have seen several specimens of drawings done by 
the Indians, which, from their correctness and 
beauty, I should readily have taken for the work 
of an Italian artist. I had sketched two or three 
views from tlie convent garden, and thought them 
tolerably well done ; but I found them very in- 
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aSfdctat when compared with those examples of 
savage genius, which plainly eviiKes that great care 
jaiust ha?e been taken to instruct them, and provet 
that tho^ very people we have been taught to 
look upon as little better than the brute creation 
possess not only a clear comprehension of per* 
ceptible objects, however diflferent from any thing 
they have been accustomed to, but elegant and 
refined intellects, and capacities competent to exe* 
cute whatever an enlightened European may boast 
as an. exclusive accomplishment. The Jesuits 
judged and acted right ; mildness and persuasion 
have succeeded in drawing forth from obscurity 
those gems of reason which, like the diamond/ 
remained hid in darkness till the ingenuity of man 
found the means of disclosing their beauties. I 
hope it is not sinful to wish this oppressed . and 
deeply injured people might make one more grand 
effort ; and, by the aid of the still uncdnquered 
Xiations, assert their rights, and drive these bar- 
barous tyrants from their lands. They are now 
brought to a knowledge of the true God, an:d 
human sacrifices are no longer known . among 
them. The rights of nations, and the relative 
duties of society, they are now informed of ; nor 
do they neglect the practice. Then will not divine 
vengeance be at length appeased by the deaths of 
so many thousands, as, since the conquest have 
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jmd^ through the upraised arm of power, the 
dd>€s due to offended Heaven ? 

I am certain, my friend, this great revolution 
imght be accomplished, could the British arms but 
gkam upon the plains of Paraguay : believe me^ 
(his is no idle chimera or phantasm of the brain, 
but the result of critical enquiry and mature re>- 
flecdon. Had the Spaniards pursued their con- 
quest with mildness and lenity, no honest or good 
man would have envied them the possession of this 
rich and fertile country ; but every one. would 
have rejoiced to see so many human beings drawn 
from their savage life and barbarous customs to 
partake in C4hristian occupations and rational en- 
joyments, and know that they were formed fw 
nobler purposes than to be waging eternal war, 
and^ in their frantic triumphs, to sacrifice and eat 
each other. Such would have been the happy 
consequences of a humane policy on the part of 
the Spaniards ; but the direct contrary method has 
been pursued by those who term themselves the 
most zealous for the cross, of Christ. Deceived, 
' deluded, arrogating . mortals ! the $ighs of the 
suffering Indians will yet be heard at the throne of 
Mercy, and their tears, ere long, be washed away 
in the l^ood of the Spaniards. 

Don Manuel assures me I must not draw con- 
clusiqnsi from the Indians I have seen at work 
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here of what the natives are collectively j for the 
appearance of these is disgusting in the extreme c 
but these, he tells me, are not real Indians, but a 
kind of mongrel breed between an African and a 
native. God of heaven, how I detest any thing 
that tends to mar thy* grand designs ! Man, when 
created first, was perfect, and without a blemish ; 
and, as a special mark of the Almighty's favour, 
formed after his own celestial image : for,- as the 
Scripture says — '* In the likeness of God created 
he man/* But I know, what a certain wag of our 

• « 

acquaintance would say if he saw these people ; 
^ Why yes, the Scripture does says so, and it may 
be very true; but then it is so many years since 
the stamp was made, that it is now too much . 
worn out to make any fixed impression.* . Trifling 
as this remark may sefcm, it is really a very natural 
one ; for, while surveying this degenerate race, we 
might very readily image that Omnipotence had 
no share in their formation : but from whence 
can this deformity of particular people arise ? Is it 
to be deduced from natural, physical, or artificial 
causes ? or do the crimes of man occasion this wide 
deviation from the original laws of nature, which, 

• 

in themselves, are all perfection ? To. solve this 
question requires an abler physiologist than myself: 
but I cartnot help thinking, with our friend doctor 
Dingley, that the wickedness of man is the prind* 
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« 
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{nd cause ; and if so, I must regard the marriages 
cfi vicious or deformed men and women as abso-* 
lutety outrages against nature, and, as such, ought 
not ta be permitted. Why not suffer those only to 
inhabit the cloister ? the condemning them to 
celibacy would be no loss to the community, but 
rather an advantage ; we should not then meet in 
the circles of society deformed, tigly, sickly, un- 
happy beings, utterly iqcapable of enjoying life 
with ^my degree of satisfaction. Whether their 
debility arises from natural or acquired defects, it 
would be far better, in my opinion, for them to 
pass their lives secli\ded from the busy world ; for 
to be received in society with an eye of pity only 
must to^ a quick and susceptible mind give the 
most poignant uneasiness. In the peaceful shades 
of the cloister the glance of scorn cannot reach 
them, nor the sounds of affected feeling or cruel 
derision invade their ears. The deformed in mind 
too, ^ven before those whose infirmity of body 
i^niits them for society, should h§ condemned to 
solitude and prayer ; since the innocent'tben would 
not be contaminated by their vices, and they 
might themselves, learn, from religion and reflection, 
to amend their lives. This, you will say, is idle 
theory, and never can be realised : it may be so, 
but that does not do away the justice of it. I can- 
ROt bear to see so many fine young men and 

?e 2 
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womea immiu'ed within the walls of a convent 
that would^ in every sense of the yfordh l>e useful 
and ornamental memlbers of society^ The clergy 
would not then deserve th^ odivun which is daily 
thrown on .them^ the women wo^ld have ks$ 
temptation, and secret vice would not have so 
many votaries, — -But I forg^ I am in the domir 
pions of his cathplip majesty ; where reveries Uk^ 
these woqld perhaps subject me to the censure^ of 
the church) should they be knowu* A<i|cu ! 
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LETTER XIX. 

* • ■ 

*•. Conxicnt of St, Dominic^ Aifg^tst] IJfffh. 

About an hoiir after I had closed 
my last obeertations respecting the Indians I re*, 
cdved a note from don Manuel, requesting my 
company to spend the day, as he expected a party 
from the country, with whom he thought I should 
be very well amused, I am now at liberty to 
go QUt and In as often as I please, provided bro-^ 
ther Jerome is informed what femily I intend to 
Tisit. He is my friend as well as keeper ; there- 
fore I have nothing more to do than say to him I 
^ going so and so, and shall return at such an 
lionr, which I punctually observe. This is all j 
and I wander ior hours about the town and its 
vicinity, sometimes drop into one house and 
sometimes into another ; and they being scattered 
Mwdely about, the trees and shrubs with which 
they are surrounded afford me the most ample 
gratification — for niore refreshing or more odo- 
riferous scents never regaled the sense of mortal. 
And this blessing of Heaven on the outsides of the 
houses cQunterai:ts, in some measure, the disagree^- 
able smells I often encounter within. 
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In my way to don Manuel's I took a circuit 
round, in order to visit a brother, of the order of 
Mercy, with whom I have contracted an acquaint- 
ance ; and, as I can now converse with tolerable 
fluency in Spanish, most of those I consort with 
regard mc as one disposed to spend the remainder 
of my life among them, "n All *s one for that,*' 
as FalstafF says: I am not bound to justify their 
presentiments^ 

When I reached the convent I was informed 
by the porter that father Nicolas was gone to 
administer extreme unction to senhor don Gabriel 
Ventura. 1 enquired where the senhor lived, and 
was surprised^ on being told, to find it was in a 
little house in the suburb of San Benito, at which 
I had often stopped to converse with its owner, a 
feeble old man, whom I thought very poor j and^ 
under that idea, had often taken to him a bottle 
of wine, which is here, in general, dear ; and he 
always appeared to receive it with great pleasure 
and thankfulness. 

To my utter amazement, I now learnt that he 
was one of the richest men in Buenos Ayres ; but 
had never been married, consequently had no le- 
gitimate children to inherit his possessions.^ I 
could scarcely bdieve this account, noil thinkiAg 
it possible that any man possessing §uch cdn- 
siderable wealth should by choice live in a state" 
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id apparent penury. But I found it was all true 
on my arrival at don Manuel's, who declared that 
to h|s. certain knowledge don Gabriel was worth 
i^Kive two millions of piastres; all, however, gained 
by his father, under the Assiento contract, he 
^ having been appointed by government to purchase 
from the English and Dutch all the negroes 
brought by them to Buenos Ayres; and though 
he amassed immense sums while that contract 
la^ed, yet he never had spirit to spend a single 
piastre* The whole of his wealth ,was hoarded for 
the son, now dying, whom he next to idolised^ 
and fondly hoped to see outshine in splendor even 
the grandees themselves : and$ that his accomplish^* 
ments might equal his riches, he sent him to Old 
Spain for education, where he remained at Sala^ 
manca near nine years, when his father sent for 
latti home, to complete a marriage between him 
and a young lady, the only daughter of a very rich 
merchant at St. Jago, with whom he was to have 
a princely fortune. 

Every thing was prepared for the nuptials, and 
both fathers anxiously anticipated the moment that 
should make their children happy in each other ; 
when, on the eve of the day' appointed for the 
celebration of the marriage, the intended bride 
was seized with the small-pox, and died in agonies 
the third day after. This shock affected her fa- 
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ther in to sensible a manner that he sumved her 
little more than a month, leaving the ^hde of 
his immense property to the college at Cordovo. 
Don Domingo Ventura, on this melancholy events 
once more sent his son to Old Spain : but on hia 
passage thither the vessel was taken by an £ng&h 
privateer, and he was carried into Plymoudi. 
There he remained for some time, and fell in IOV0 
with an English lady ; but she being engaged to 
another, he could not obtain her. On this £aur- 
one's account he lingered in England a long while 
after the war was concluded : but her husband 
being appointed to a place at Bengal, she ^esiM 
thither with him ; and our disappointed Spaniard 
returned to his fieither, with a fixed determination 
never to marry. This resolution of his, it was bc» 
Sieved, broke the old man's heart in less than two 
years after his son's arrival. Gabriel inherited 
the whole of his fortune ; but never entered into 
any company from the time of his father's death: 
and for these lasc fifteen years he has wholly re- 
sided at the little dwelling where I used to visit 
him, in a manner' wholly abstracted from the 
world. His wealth must be immense ; for it has 
been in the hands of a person at Cadiz ever since 
his father's death, with orders for him to mak« 
the most of it— while the melancholy owner re» 
mained-her e^ in a state of tipparent starvation. Hk 
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health has been declining for many months, and 
the convent of Mercy, it is conjectured, will enjoy 
the greater part of his riches ; for he has no re- 
lations to give thiem to, his father having been an 
obscure adventurer, whom no one knew. 

Don Manuel had scarcely finished this account 
wiien a message was delivered to him, desiring 
that, if I was at his house, he would immediately 
bring me to don Gabriel Ventura's. Very much 
surprised, we hastened thither ; and found the old 
gentleman in the agonies of death. He turned his 
eyes towards me, and motioned for me to approach* 
I did so, and knelt by the bed-side. He then 
asked, with great difficulty, if I knew a family of 

the naihe of L , in the county of Sussex ? I 

told him, ho J I had not the least acquaintance with 
any one in that quarter: — but I had a relation who 
fivcd near the place he mentioned, and in all pro- 
bability knew the faitilly. At this his eye assumed 
ft temporary lustre, and, taking my hand, he asked 
ine if that relation of mine would see that a parcel 
was safely delivered to the person for whom it was 
directed ; or, if she were dead, to her children, 
if any survived, and if not, to her nearest of kin? 
'I solemnly assured him, that if it once reached 
England it -should be punctually conveyed to the 
^arty he mentioned. He then put into my hands 
4 imall parcel, which I hope you will receive with 
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this letter : and let me beg of yon to see the poof 
man's request complied with as expeditiously as 
you canj having pledged my honour for the due 
performance of it, Don Manuel undertakes to 
g6t both that and my letters — which I have regu- 
larly taken to his house as soon as finished, kst 
any accident might happen to me — speedily for- 
warded to England. 

But you may like to know how my visit ter- 
minated. When I had secured the packet, Ven- 
tura seemed more composed, and we joined in 
the prayers ' that were offered up for his repose. 
He received extreme unction, and we left him in 
a kind of slumber. Father Nicolas remained, and 
the next morning I heard he was no more. His 
will wa9 opened, and in it he bequeathed, as was 
expected, a very considerable sum to the convent 
of Mercy, for masses to be said for the repose of 
his soul. Two domestics who had formerly lived 
with his father were handsomely provided for; and 
to my astonishment I received a ring of great 
value, as a recompence for the trouble I may be 
at in the execution of my, or rather your, com- 
mission. 

In this man's fate we see another unhappy de- 
monstration of the futility of all human designs, 
?uid the caprice of what we call fortune. When . 
I reflect on this and many similar circumstances, I 
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am almost tempted to arraign the dispensations oJF 
Heaven, when it bestows on those incapable of tf^ 
joymcnc an overflowing of every earthly blessing, 
while the virtuous and accomplished are denied 
even the common comforts of existence^ , Surely 
there appears a very blameable partiality in the 
distribution . of Divine favours; or else we must 
admit the Eastern doctrine, and allow the inter- 
ference of inferior agents, endowed with powerg 
sufficient to influence the fate of mortals, and be- 
stow or withhold the treasures of this world, as 
best pleases their capricious fancies : else why do 
we so often see a man of genius, honour, and re- 
ligion, surroynded with afflictions and disappoint-^ 
ments, without a. friend to aid or comfort him j 
and, on the other hand, a fellow that is both 
knave and fool reveling in every blessing this world 
affords ? 

My friend, if there is not a race of beings infe- 
rior to the Deity, yet possessing the means of con- 
trolling the fortunes of man, then is the Omnipo- 
tent either wholly regardless of the creatures he 
, has formed or cruelly unjust in his treatmejjit of 
them : and neither of these positions can I re- 
concile to my ideas of the almighty Creator. But 
I must leave this subject : it is a dangerous onej 
and, if indulged, may make a sceptic of me*. 

Perhaps you would like to know how I spend 
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my time. Thus it is : On ordinary days I risC 
when the matin-bell summons me to prayers. De- 
votion-^or the show of, it — ended, I attend bro- 
ther Jerome, and one or other of his compeers, 
into the garden j for, to speak freely, I shun the 
senior fathers as much as possible. I cannot have 
patience to listen to or argue on theological sub- 
jects, when I know neither party can benefit by 
the discussion. - I always, therefore, if 1 can, keep 
out of their way : and from matins to breakfast 
amuse myself in assisting to transplant herbs and 
shrubs, watering the flowers, gathering fruit, or 
jtny other little office, where I may be busy with- 
out doing mischief. Breakfast over, I retire to 
my apartment and read Spanish authors, of which 
the convent library can boast some pretty good 
ones, besides the religious. This takes me up two 
or three hours, according to the goodness of the 
subject J and when tired of this employment I. 
tike a little Indian basket, and visit the environs 
of the town, where I botanize till the mid-dty 
prayers, when I attend and join very fervently in 
thei^ devotions.. Soon after we dine, When that 
ceremony is dispatched I continue about an hour 
with the novices, listen to their arguments, and 
'siometimes contend with them ; but that is otdy 
^according to the humour t am in. When ^acli 
^retires to his room I either wnt$ to you, resume 
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lay reading, or arrange the plants I have ga^ 
thered, and study the mode observed by the In^ 
dians in the use of them, to coihpare it \f^ith that 
adopted by our physicians. I have collected se^^ 
veral medicinal plants, which I think are not yet 
known in Europe, few botanists having visited 
ISouth America- I regret much the circumscribed 
limits of my rambles ; for I am not pennitted to 
go beyond a certain district, which does npt ex« 
tend above a mile and half from the centre of 
the town* However, I am promised by father 
jiernandez — who acts as ou^ superior while the 
real one is away — that I shall soon have greater 
indulgence. 

After the hours of sleep, termed the siesta. 
Which begins about two and ends at five — during 
which time a most profound silence reigns every^ 
^ where around — ^I dress myself, and ps^y a visit to 
some &mily or other with whom I have made ac* 
quaintance ; where I generally spend three or fojoi^ 
hours very pleasantly, in music, dancing, or con- 
Yersation. 

The eldest son of don Manuel — a fine boy^ 
whom I mentioned to you in a former letter— itOf 
proves hourly. He can already hold a tolerable 
fliscourse in English ; and by instructing him I ^ 
foptriy^ to preserve my native tongue;i whicii 
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€>therwU^, from want of practice, I should be in 
danger of losing, * 

I have begun to take several view§ about the 
town and its vicinity : but have not yet had it in 
my power to finish one, as no drawing or plan of 
any place, either public or private, is permitted to 
be made but by a native Spaniard ; and here they 
are all too lazy to trouble themselves about any 
thing of the li^ind. But, notwithstanding their 
indolence in other matters, they •contrive to be 
pretty yigilant spies ; and, like tru£ dogs in the 
manger^ industriously hinder others from enjoying 
the advantages they are themselves insensible to. 
How I detest such needless, selfish^ narrow-minded 
policy ! 

I spend most evenings very agreeably ; and but 
for a thought that now and then obtrudes itself 
on my remembrance, I might, perhaps, be happy, 
as far as man can hope for happinessftnis side 
the grave : but cruel reiledObn, like a pursuing 
fiend, still presenting to my view the mirror of 
past times, dispels at once the flattering delusion ; 
jind to avoid the misery of mind that haunts me 
I hurry into company, and strive, to elude its grasp 
by restless and incessant action. 

I have been trying several experiments to ex- 
tirpate the ants, which swarm here as bad as the 
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Jocjasts in Egypt, and destroy the young plants 
?nth the most unrelenting fury ; as do the monkeys, 
pf which there is an uncommon number here, and 
some of an extraordinary shape and bigness. They 
.find out, cunningly enough, where any new plants 
of European growth have been set, ;ind watch with 
the utmost vigilance until they are about two 
Inches above the ground ; when these artful crea- 
tures contrive to make their way into the gardens, 
and there nibble arid destroy every dainty article 
'they can find, turning up the soil with their paws, 
as "if determined that not even the roots should 
escape their depredatiops. Nor are the parrots 
^of Paraguay less intent upon destruction than the 
quadruped^ only with this difference, the former 
9^ork by day, the latter by night. It is not a little 
amusing to pbserve the contrivances of the gar- 
fleners to circumvent these mischievous animals : 
pne among many, intended for the monkey, is 
truly farcical in its effects. They weave a kind 
pf wicker trough, or rather pipe, about three feet 
long and two in circumference, in which is placed 
a small light box, wherein young green twigs of 
the vine or other plants are set. This box is laid 
towards the end of the trough, furthest from the 
aperture ; the monkey is of course obliged to 
make what we call a long arm to reach the bait : 
the box being pressed down by his exertions, a 
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spring with a weight attached to it falls, and ec^ 
closes his paw, which generally has been inserted 
so far as to take in the leg nearly to the shoulder* 
The moment he finds himself ensnared he strug* 
gles to get loose ; but his efforts only serve to 
fasten him more securely in the trap ; for writhe 
which way he will the weight, by turning on a 
pivot, screws the limb still faster within. When 
he finds all his endeavours useless he makes a 
grand push to set off* with the whole apparatus^ 
grinning and gnashing his teeth in a most grotesque 
manner : but when he reaches the place by whic^ 
he entered the garden a new diiEculty occurs; 
the whole length of the wicker is most commonly 
opposed to the aperture^ and he must either sit 
quietly down and knaw the trough' to pieces-^ 
which, from its being made of strong osiers, would 
take up a considerable time-— or else he must rei- 
sign all hopes of escape, and calmly wait the ap» 
proach of the gardener, when a very diverting 
scene ensues* At first the monkey makes use of 
the most supplicating gestures to molify the anger 
pf his assailant, whom he finds prepared with a 
cudgel to chastise his knavery. When supplica^ 
tion will not avail he throws himself upon his 
back, and begins to chatter, grin, spit, and fight } 
and is so extremely dextrous in turning himself to 
avoid th^ blows, th^t scarcely one in ten touches 
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Imn ; but be makes as much noise as though ke 
Uk the full weight, of the whole. One is not a 
littk amused to see the fsu'ce ; however^ it always 
«iKis like a tragedy^ fatal to the robber^ who is 
kiUed and given to the negroes or Indians, when 
they Biake a feast with his carcass, which L ani. 
assured they prefer to beef, or even venisom , 

The depredating parrots are likewise caught ill 
tltaps, but the gardeners are ciareful'not to injui'ir 
theii: plumage^ As soon as taken^ their necks sire 
twistod^ and the feithers curiously ^preserved* 
These, the Indians have a method of preparing 
ia..a manner equally singular and beautiful, by 
Uenffing the colours agreeably to the strictest 
Yliks of art« Of these, intermixed with the 
fimthtrs of the birds taken oil the banks df the 
P^Ktagttay *, they mdke cloaks^ ornaments fot the 
heJui^ ind^picture^frames ; which last are truly in^ 
UpttdoQ^ and have a most striking and agreeable 
tsSknU^ A plain frame of wood is first made^ the 
size of ^the picture, the edges turned ijfith a sharp 
trorre ; over this is spread the picture, whether on 
canvas, paper, 6r^ other materials t that done,r stn^ 

♦ Thd Mn^ of this pi^ovinc« is dferived fVom the quaritiljr 
«f beautiful birds mid flowers with^ which it abounds: thtf. 
"word Paraguay signifying, in the language of the natlvtfl^ tcih^- 
tiety rf colours^ 
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other frame is added, made . entirely of feathers, 
ajid those such as- bear an .analogy to the subject, 
and by their different tints reflect a shade the best 
calculated -to display V the tnerits of the painter to 
advantage. ': How this" is contri\^ed I am as yet 
ignoriaiit-;:.'bntc3c:ertain I am that it produces an 
effect the isplendour . and beauty of which none 
biit ihose that behold it can ;form a competent 

: 'In- the church of the Franciscaiis I am informed 
they have a picture of the Last Supper, painted 
hy an Indian residing at one of j. the presidencies^ 
on the ^Uraj^uay, a very capital performance ; the^ 
frame of whidb, is composed entirely of fsaiheiiti 
ofik bright gold colour, ,attd.'so:artfully contrived 
asJo appear rto.. the nicest :ohj^ryer. some of the 
njdst .correct .carving and:;gili(ling,; nor can the* 
diffisrdncc be. dis'cov^ered umiiitiis touched by the 
hajnd. This picture was a present to the Franciscan 
fathers from the Jesuits, .not many years before 
tljeir cxpulsioU. *" ^ - ' . . . \ ^ . 

^'Srhisi is 'to me another proof of ihe great policy, 
and: depth o£;ihought: of those ecclesiastical mon-^ 
archs ; for 1 cannot consider them in any other 
li^f^t. . Their plans were laid with ajnazing judg- 
ment,, and attended with unexampled success; and- 
as-Mi^es led thelsraelites for forty years through 
the wilderness of Canaan on to conquest and the 
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Vitt^ abolition of surrounding nations, so..\v»uId 
tte Jctoitsi, as soon, as they had found the youths 
^f the tribe they governed were thoroughly in- 
itiated in the discipline of war, and those of ma- ' 
turer years as well grounded in the theory of 
goveniing and preserving those arts they had so 
*carcfully been taught. . The holy fethers \krould^ 
fike: )the . lawjgiver of old, have conducted them 
to triamph over their proud oppressors, and the 
dissolute invaders of their native plains. An ec- 
clesiastical heptarchy . would then have been esta- 
blished, and a pope elected to superintend the 
Vhole. I hazard this conjecture from concurring 
ttrcymstimces,; which I daily hear of^ notwithstaiid- 
iBgiieTEry tongue is enjoined ^ildnc'e as to those par* 
iScuki^-; but things will out at times, in spite oJf 
^ccdiibidon^ 

ilMy x)kr friend, brother Jerome, is very apt Id 
ife^rget' himself, andf from something I caught hold 
cjFr.to-dayi. i am certain all is not r^ht in the pre- 
sidency whither our superior is gone^ who^ if I 
aim* rightly informed;, is to remain in that district, 
and exercise his spiritual functions among them, 
in order to see if mildness and humanity will not 
have a much happier effect upon the disorderly 
members than coercive measures, which have been 
exercised, I believe, lately to very little purpose. 
Father Pablo's Christian equanimity of temper 

i. 2 
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and nrild benevolence u^ill^ I aih certain^ restore 
all to tranquillity, if tyranny does not counteract 
his designs; and usurping power do away the 
good his pious exhortations cannot fail of pro*^ 
ducing. 

I can now .conceive the reason why I was d&» 
nied the privilege of attending him, in the cha*^ 
racter of a novice, to his mission. In the refusal 
there was policy : had I gone I might have dis-< 
covered the nakedness of the land, or rather the 
imprudent conduct of the rulers, who seek by pro- 
hibitory laws to repress even the luxuriant gifts- 6€ 
nature. 

Is such a system, my friend, congenial to the 
laws of either God or man? Does it not betray 
a weakness, which in time niust destroy itself ? 
Where Heaven has showered its bounties, ahd na* 
ture has spread her most inviting gifts, why. should 
Hhe commands of usurping power render nugatory 
the one and destroy the other ? It woold be very 
painful to me, possessing a Briton's idea of liberty 
and property, to have the first cfrcumscribed and 
the second liable to be seized on by the legislative 
power, or what I^ enjoyed not to be permitted to 
make the most of, which I am informed i& now 
the case. During the reiga of the Jesuits^ ^ go- 
vemmeni did not interfere in either spiritual or 
temporal affairs. The converted Indians^ in their* 
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(JBirereat towns, were encouraged to exercise trade 
9a4 commerce without the interference of the civil 
fovrtx ; and were permitted to sell whatever they 
ciu>$e to dispose of^ without being burthened with 
duties qn any one article. They paid the annual 
piastres exacted of them on their first establish* 
menty and sent froift their consimunides the ^num- 
faars which the state demanded ; and this was 
alL Their property^ whether it consisted in land^ 
catde, or articles of barter^ was exempt from the 
capacity of tax-gatherers ; and they yielded no ac- 
count to any one but thar spiritual governors, 
who . laboured as well as the meanest Indian for 
thegeineral good. In every town they had a pub* 
Uc store-bouse, in which ws^s de^sited the pro« 
duce of every individpal's exertions } and from 
tbis grand sourx;^ was drawn the means pf si^x-; 
port £3r all. This was daily portione4 put by 
their pastor, agreeably tp the wants of. every one^ 
who was always sure of enough, but none to 
waste* The clergy saw the necessity pf domestic 
r^ulation, and enforced it, till at length the peo« 
fl^wqre also convinced of its utility; and whlle^ 
eadi. in his turn laboured for himself, he also pror 
Tided for the coa;ununity at large. The agad, the 
children, and the sick, were sure of being taken 
c^e of : all their wants were supplied from the 
Ijpfted repository, and the surplus was freely ^qt 
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, signed to the church* ' It was iuch wiefe atid prdn. 
vident regulations as these that elevated Sparta^^ 
Rome, and Athens, from a mere handful of as-l 
piring men, to republics that governed' the world. 
But now, if my information is founded on- ^uth-^— 
and I have no reiaspn to dPdubt it — ^this wise System 
of things is entirely S^^nume^.'" The Indians have, 
Jt is true, eccksiastits as usual, to superihtfeUd 
them and regulate; their aiFairs ; hiit ithbse ^ eccle- 
siastics are nxiw themselves subordinate to- the civil 
power, and not, as heretofore, guided by their 
own laws exclusively. They must now pay a 
heavy duty for every article they make use of in 
the presidency, and all they dispose of is taxed- in 
a amilar manner.'^ ' The clergy are answerable for 
the strict pa.yflTCi:it of • tl}e ^^uties ; and if injustice 
^s^^exercised, it is of^np use* to complain. Theit 
paHsh prfests aj-c >apf^mt^d by -the state, and are 
amenable to It for thdr Conduct.' Every step they 
take ^fs watdied; ind, the utmos(t vigilance ob-; 
-^ served by the civil magistrate. The military com-j 
mandartt 4s rio longer a cacique, tmt aSpaiikrd; 
so is their corrigidore, alcalde, alquazils, &c.''AII 
is now in the poller of ihc state ; and thou^h^ th6f 
ancient '^forms are apparetitly-k^l'up, yet it is m 
appearance ohiy.^' Formerty''' no Spaniard wia 
permitted to come anlong them ; ^and if, throug^^ 
business or accident, any one or more ^id zniv% 
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It- the presidency, they were obliged by law to 
Kmit their stay to three days ; at the expiration of 
which, if they did not depart peaceably, they were 
by force compelled. 

Now young people are sent from all parts of 
the province to visit the presidencies^ and like- 
wise to study at Gordo vo, under professors of 
other iirders, wHo are, I understand, instructed tcf 
implant in the minds of their pupils an abhorrtoce 
of the Jesuitical tenets, in hope;s that in' a few 
years all ideas of their different republics will be 
done away. How this system will succeed 1 'wilF 
• not pretend to say ; but, if] I may judge from the 
manner of the young Spanish students who ac- 
companied our superior to Cordovo, very, little 
' good will result from it to either party. These 
young men seemed to me to have imbibed a 
strong tincture of modern French philosophy, 
and many expressions which escaped them plainly 
iadicated very liberal sentiments on the art of 
governing. I very much doubt if the rishig 
generation of Spaniards will pay any more respect 
to a crowned head than their volatile neighbouri 
have done. Let but those principles be dissemi- 
nated over this new world, and farewell to the 
monarchy ih the old one. The resources now- 
daily drawn by the mother country from this^ 
once s^opped^ or even suspei\ded, and Old Spaii\ 
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must spe^ily become the prey of any power that 
qhop^es tp invade her. It i$ the riches of these 
injured nations ^hich ^Ipne supports the pride of 
}iis Catholic majesty, and without which Spain 
would long since have become a province of 
fraiice, or else have been parcelled o^t, Ui^e tha$ 
^evpted country Poland, among diffe^etit natiosa 
<^ Europe. Our' admirals, under ElizabeA^ pul 
the 4<^th-strpke tp their mariqaie greatness, aod 
i^r succeeding victory over their arrogant d^igni^ 
^t Gibraltar completed it. Indeed, it would be 
q^iamping the dispensations of lieaven with in- 
justice were fhey ever again to be a powerfid na^ 
ition. *> Blood will have blood,'* as Sbakspeare eac- 
presses it. Their horrid auto de fes^ and daily sa^ 
^^j-ifice of thousands in the mines, call aloud at 
the throne of Heaven fpr retributive justice. The 
former evil, it is true, ceased with the reign pf 
the Jesuits ; bu( the latter still exists, aj(id that in s^ 
qiuch ^d^r extejit than ever. There is npt a visi( 
. I mal^e in the town but I am told of the immoase 
quantities oi silver drawn from the mines, and pre-, 
paring fpr eypprtation to the mother country as 
-^oon as; there may be a peace. When I hear thi& 
I cannot help devoutly wishing it may fall into the 
hands of my pountrymen, and inspire them witl^ 
^e thoughts of conquest here. But if the navii* 
gation pf La Plata may be urged as an su-gument 
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l^gginst such ^ ^xpeditiod^ why not direct their 
8rma against the irukful plains of Chile ? which I 
gaa informed is another Tempe-^wildy sakibrious^ 
rich, and fortUe, ahonnding ia ^il the blessings of 
IMxare^ in the most comprehensive sense ; a place 
fUdoh holds out the most inviting picture to any 
paiioii possessing souls indued with the spirit of 
Mterpdsc, industry to improve, and humanity to 
gaoyern ; for the one without the other is like a 
IpJBg without a country. I am ^to see a gentleman 
(Jm ^evening, who has recently passed the Cor* 
dillera, and who comes here for the express pur^* 
pos^ of treating with an English factor for some 
British manufactures, which he m^ans to speculate 
pn at Cpnception ; but his designs are not known 
(o apy one he^e but don Manuel. 

]p*rom this gentlem^^n I hope to learn some au- 
thentic particulars resipecting Chile, a province I 
have a very ardent desire to visit j but 1 fear I shall 
not* be allowed that satisfaction* At times I am 
almost tempted to take the cowl, in order to have 
an oppprtunity of seeing the presidencies j for 
many fethers are still sending off to supply thq. 
place of the ci-devant disciples of Jesus. I have 
made great intercession •on every side, through 
the medium of my friend Jerome, to obtain this — 
in my eyes— desirable privilege ; how I shall suc- 
ceed as yet I know not, but I believe the gpod- 
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natured brother would be very happy if I.corfd 
have my wishes gratified^ and X am certain still inore 
so if I would turn monk. Blessed St. Dominic, 
what a pious reverend . father should I not make ! 
Pr*ythee, my dear friend, indulge thy fancy for a 
minute,- and imagine me in the scapulary, cowl, and 
tonsure, enjoining penance to some lovely young 
Spanish female, who, with mischief in her eye and 
meekness on her tongue, believes all to be gospel 
that comes from her father confessor. Ah, mon 
Dieu! what happy fellows those ghostly confidants 
must be 1 ' . . 

Adieu! Yours, in the true spirit: of envy. 
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Ij:tter XX- 



, Convent of St^ Dominic , Aug , , 1 797. \ 

I HAVE this morning receiv«4 
another remittance from my old friend at New 
York, and have nbt hesitated to make another 
offering to the fs^thcrs, which was very graciously 
accepted. I am in hopes, through the proper 
application of my piastres, that I shall be shortly, 
able to obtain a more enlarged sphere of action. 
There is a wjiisper among tbp novices that one of 
the fathers is appointed to the care of a xnission 
Ciki the banks of the Uraguay. They don't know 
whiob ; but should it he father Hernandez, I think 
I may $tan4 some chance of accpmpanying him. 
He seems^ by his manner, to have taken a sort of 
Ifkiag to me ; and any Kind of travelling, so it be 
travdling, would be mqre agreeable to me than 
beating, like a ipillThorse, the same eternal round 
which at present I am » compelled to submit tp. 

The trees round the houses, vrhich I frequently 
ramble among,, forcibly recal to my remembrance 
the groves at^C-r-; — , where you and I used to 
<injoy every pleasure our happy country aflfords tq 
fhos^ possessed oi ind^pejidence : and gpuld I but 
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meet with as much cleanliness in this part of the 
world as I was accustomed to find there, I should 
spend many hours very agreeably ; but, alas ! I 
must not think of it. Here pride and laziness have 
banished neatness : all within doors is disgustingly 
filthy ; and without, were it not for the sweets which 
fill the air from the grateful breezes blowing con- 
stantly from the Plata, the place wx:>uid be really 
insupportable. It is these breezes which keep the 
city cool and temperate ; for, being surrounded on 
all ^des by plains of immense extent, the winds 
have nothing ielse to employ themselves upon« 

I had Tambied this morning to the uttnost limits 
of the bounds prescribed n[ie, which happens on one 
side to be the banks of the little river that runs up 
to the town. I was standing on its margin, and 
reflecting on the similarity of my then situatioii 
and when I ^^as at Westminster^school, when 
Itiany a time I have ^tood at the end of Palace^yard 
longing to break bounds and scamper off iwitb 
some one or ether of the town boys, who had-bieea 
telling me where they were going and how* 
agreeably they w^re to be entertained. I sighed 
at th^ remembrance, and could not help wishing 
those happy days might once more roturii. I stood 
in a musing posture, regardless ^f evei^y thing n«ir 
me, when I was roused from my reveries by tho 
jk>ud clatter of women's voiges, and, t^h^lg^^ic|(I^ 
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pomkd^ perceived four negro women and a girl 
washing linen« Their mode of proceeding s^med 
to me very strange, and I stood silent, to watcb 
their mption^ One of them spread the dothes odk 
die green sward by^the river's side ; another took 
up an earthen vessel of water ^ and soused thtat^ 
while the other two kndt down, and with a piece 
6f soap smeatad them well over : then, with both 
hands ^read flaty tfaey rubbed the articles back- 
wal-ds and fotrward^ on the grass. When this had 
been done some time, the women ' agaki aooseift 
ih&Unen well with i water,, turning it this way and 
tSiot, and spnrwltng it about in a very uncootli 
ifaanner,^aa'I thikight ; but never ruU)ing it between, 
thdir hands, as the Englisfa washerwomen do^ 
When Ithe articles were found to be sufEcicntly 
clean, 1 the water-bearer took them to the river, 
rinsed them ap and down two or three times, and 
then hung them up on poles sec cross-ways ok 
others fixed in the ground. While one womaa 
was: thus employed the others were repeating tbo; 
operation of - smearing and sousing upon the rest 
of the clothes f so that, by working one under 
another^ no time was lost. The women appeared 
to press the Imen as much with their knees a» 
their hands. In this manner they dispatched a 
large ba^t of clothes in a little time } and as die 
sun was very ardent on the spot where thejr per« 
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formed this curious washing ceremony, the ^tiofe 
df the truck was dry almost as soon as they had 
finished ; and in the space of an : hour, and hair 
they had taken every thing back to where they cam^ 
from, I suppose, dry and as white as the purest 
$fiow». ' ' ' • ;r 

: Fond as die good housewives of New York i are 
of deluging every thing with water^ I am afraid 
they would say of this negro mode of washing' 
diat it. was . mor^ haste than good Ispeed^-fb^ 
jiothing Tcould possibly be well done .that 'V92S 
hurried, over jQ such an apparently slovenly man^ 
ner: but, in my opinion, this observation would 
not hold good ; for the clothes, thoughjiot rubbed, 
with so much labour as the North Americans may 
bestow, yet did not appear a jot lesscleaaor white» 
This was * the first washing 1 had wicnessed sinc6 
my arrival ; and I assure you I wa& not a little 
amused. What trifles, you will say, at times, interest 
me ! They do so : but can you wondier at it, wheA* 
yoii consider the local life I at present lead> andr 
the circumscribed manners of the people I. .am> 
among ? I am not fiidhiiitted to visit the landing<»^ 
place of the boats coming from the harbour ; that 
is out of bounds : and when I walk about the town 
the few individuals I meet are either Spaniards^ 
moresque, or negroes; for very few Indians, if 
any,^ will be s^en in the Spanish settlements, except 
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at th& times of barter. I have not had the plea- 
sure of seeing the gentleman from Conception ; 
for^ instead of dining with don Manuel, he had 
been summoned to attend the major-general. 

* Donna Louis^ gives a grand entertainment, this 
emiing, at which all the . principal ladies in the 
city are to be present. It is her husband's birth«> 
day; and, as he i&a great faw)urite with all rank^ 
of people, it will be very brilliantly attended. 
Father.Hemandez accompanies me. He is, I am 
ceitain, a very worthy.character ; and I shall, during 
our waUf^ventureto prefer my request of being per* 
mitted to travel .with him to the. presidency, and he 
^ili tc]\ me at once whether or not it can be granted. 

• Oh! but Iha4 Uke;to havefoilgqt: I have a 
cpmrnission for you to execute for donna Louisa. 
Sbftj«afc«i yoU'to procure her a complete set of 
HaaEtdidi^9 Pi's^i^^os,. which she means to send as. a 
present to the ^cohvent of St. Benedict at Conlovo.; 
CKie of the . community having expressed a great ' 
desire to. obtain them, in order that. the Indians at 
the prjBsidencies may be instructed to perform some 
of that innnortal master's inimitable compositions* 
The Indians, .1 am assured/ arc wonderful pro* 
ficients in church music : for the fathers, on their 
first establishment, took the utmost pains to have, 
the children taught that captivating art; nor have 
the. pupils ill repaid the trouble that was taken 
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with them : though I am yet to team if they afe 
^iadttlged in their usual attendance in the churches^ 
uriuch during the reign of ^the Jesuits wis constant 
and untemitting. Nothing can please an Indiaa 
mott than being employed in any office immedi* 
asdy about the church ; for that they regard as the. 
ukimatum of all their wishes : and those who^ by 
thdr voices and skitt in music were appointed 
ckoirist^rs €»* performers in the bands of mttsieiapfc 
attached to the divine service thought themselves 
the particular favourites of Heaven, and their 8pi*i 
ritual guides failed not to encourage snch ideas. 
It Is therefore a great point of emulation in them 
to sitody music in a very assiduous mannet^ a^ 
painting also^ that they migh^ by did exertion of 
their abalities^ contribute towards the decoration of 
thehou^of Ood, and by their oflkrii^as secure 
for themselves ji seat in the manskons ow itimal, 
bliss } and it b by such &8cinating iHeimmes as: 
these that so many have been converted. IVhat a » 
pity it is the clergy of the reformed cburch are 
not as indefatigable in the pursuit of proselytes as 
the superstitious Romans ! whose zeal-^real or pre« 
tended-*^o# religion very few of dur divines are 
much inclined to imitate. Let me^thoiigh^ except 
from this charge of spiritual indolence that notable 
class of labourers, in the vineyard of Christy the 
Qiethodists, wfao^ God speed them I work as hard 
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in the cause of the Lord as many of their disciples 
do in that pf the devil. I cannot, however, some- 
times help thinking, that the industry of the 
Whitfieldites is in general no better bestowed than 
that of the agriculturist in Scotland ; verifying an 
old Vulgar proverb originally from Spam, and very 
much in request here, i. e; " Great cry and little 
wool ! quoth the devil when he sheared his hogs." 
Mercy upon me ! what must the blessed saints and 
holy martyrs think, when they look down from 
rfieir celestial abodes and see religion made a trade 
of — ^Avarice the master. Fraud and Hypocrisy 
foremen in the shop, and Ignorance the only pur- 
ch^er ? At times I am really half inclined to fear, 
that if I leave this region of devotion at all in my 
senses I shall quit it an infidel, or at best with no 
better faith than a quaker's^ Adieu ! Yours. 
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LETTER XXI. 

Convent of St. Dominic, Avg. 1797» 

I HAVE succeeded, my friend, in my. 
application to father Hernandez, who, luckily for 
me, is appointed to visit the presidency of Rioja 
Minor, on the banks of the great river Uraguay ; 
our superior, finding it necessary to have a £ather 
placed there whose urbanity of manners may con« 
dliate the jarring interests which at present disturb 
the community. This is the true reason, as 
brother Jerome informs me j but the report in 
our house is, that the present rector of the parish 
is become too infirm to attend any longer to the 
laborious duties of his situation. . 

I'he young missionaries that accompanied our 
superior are sent many leagues further up th« 
country : some to St. Lucia, others to St. Cruz, 
and the remainder as far as St. Juan Antiste, 
among the tribes or nation called Chiquitos; from 
whence they are to be still further dispersed, an 
entire' change being about to take place in the 
missions. We are to leave this city as soon as the 
annual rains have ceased, which here descend with 
uncommon violence, attended with some of the 
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' ihost terrific thundet and lightning I ever ^itnessed^ 
During vespers last evening a tremendous storm 

.came on, and the chapel was illuminated with 
double the number of candles used at prayer^ j but 
we' had little reason for doing so^ for in one 
tlioiieient the whole place seemed one sheet of 
liquid fire, which played with apparent wantonness 
round the image of the Virgin, which had been 
set up, with a vast deal of ceremony, about two 
hours before, that the fathers might supplicate her, . 
{ihould occasion require her services ; which, as 
they pre-imagined, actually was the case. They 
therefore, as the storm increased, fell down upon 
their knees at her feet, and with earnest supplica- 
tions implored her and saint Dominic to take their 
house and themselves under their protection. But, 
though they prayed and sung most devoutly and 
with all their might, the mother of God and the 
canonised Dominic remained deaf to all their 
Entreaties : and what aggravated the matter was, 
that a tree which grew close to the east end of the 
chapel, and had been in a tottering condition for 
some titne, fell down at the moment when the 
fiithers? devotion was at its height, and, woeftil to 
relate, dashed its branches through the chapel 
v^indow, and sacrikgeously threw down the 
blessed Virgin herself, with all her glittering para- 

/^phernalia f and even the image of Su Dominic, a 
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venerable old figure, had part of his nose and one 
of his hands knocked oS. At this dreadful cata*- 
strophe the whole community arose as with one 
consent, anc^ fairly took to their heels across the 
court-yard, leaving the holy lady prostrate before 
the shrine of St. Dominic. 1 rah with the rest ; 
but I happened to be one of those usually in all 
foot races consigned to the devil— I mean the 
hindmost. The pampero blew like a. Jamaica 
tornado, and whistled through the long vaulted 
galleries with a horrid hollow violence. One clap 
of thunder succeeded another before we had time 
to say God preserve us ! and sounded, as it ran 
along the concave^ of heaven, as though all the 
artillery; of the skies was opened to annihilate us ; 
while from the celestial watering-pot the raii^ 
descended in overwhelming torrents, and quickly 
deluged every street and garden. The bells of all 
the churches in the city were set a-ringing, in 
order, as they said, to allay the /sound of the 
thunder. God knows how far this had any effect ; 
but the heavenly noises appeared to me completely 
to drown the terrestrial ones, and retain, as they 
ought, their pre-eminence. This scene, taken 
altogether, was quite nouvelle to me ; but, notwith- 
standing its terrors, I could not for the soul of me 
repress a smile when I turned my eyes around 
and jsaw the fathers, /K)me upon their knees, somcr 
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upon their faces, and others throwing the holy 
water about with as much profusion as the ladies 
of New York do the whitewash ; their hands 
trembling, their eyes staring, and their features 
distorted into as many grotesque forms as there 
were individuals. The fall of the Virgin was re- 
^rded as ominous ; and in their terror they ex- 
pressed their apprehensions that it foreboded the 
downfal of their house. Possessed with this 
alarming idea, they supplicated every saint in the 
calendar, except St. Dominic, to ward off the 
approaching evil : he, poor soul ! was thought to 
have but little influence in heaven, or he would 
have taken care to prevent such a dreadful disaster 
and disgrace. I joined in their prayers as devoutly 
as my risible faidlties would permit ; for, maugre all 
my endeavours, the more I strove to conceal my 
merriment the more uncontrollable it appeared. I 
was therefore fain to hide my face on the ground, 
and let the effects of laughter pass for those of fear. 
Oh! thought I, as I lay in this manner, what 
would their reverences say if they knew that in me, 
instead of a pious Catholic, they had nursed an 
abominable heretic ? The cause df the Virgin's 
downfal would be immediately accounted for, and 
I should be sent pell-mell to perdition. However, 
luckily for me, all my actions were ascribed to 
devotion, and poqr St» Dominic was anathematised 
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in my stead, I could qot help pitying the ui^t 
fortunate block, which will, no doubt, undergo a 
severe castigatjon ; for that, I understand, is fre- 
quently his portion, when he does not attend sp 
jpomplacently as he ought to bis supplicant. But 
if their prayers are granted his venerable figure is 
prnamented with flowers and beads j nay somer 
times, on extraordinary occasions, they oblige him 
with new clothes : but this accident under hi? 
very nbse will, I fear, keep him in disgrace and 
jdirty garn^cnts for a long time to come. 

From whence, my friend, does this superstitious 
bigotry proceed ? Is it from custom only, or igr 
norant obstinacy, like the Israelites of old ; or i§ 
man naturally prone tp idolatry ? 1 would wish to 
have this question satisfactorily answ|red, but don't 
know how to go about it. If I ask a Catholic, he 
will tell me a long rigmarol of the necessity of 
(Erecting images, and the efficacy of prayingto themj 
since those they represent are in. .the presence of 
the Redeemer, and ever ready to attend to any 
petiti(m that may be prefer-red to his representative, 
over whom each saint" is supposed — considerate 
enough;^ — to be eternally watching ; for celestial 
spirits are allowed to be present nqt only in heaven, 
but a thousand other places, near every ugly block 
their complaisant votaries may termtheir holy image. 

This religious absurdity brings tq my mind a 
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&rm in our law, which 5;ays, ,^' To be tried before 
qur lord the now king, before the king himself at 
Westminster in the colinty of,*' &c. By which 
preamble our gracious sover.eign is supposed to be 
present day after day in the court of King's-bench', 
there personally to hear and decide causes, when 
at the s^me time every body knows h^ never was 
iHtre in his life for any such purpose, not evet 
will be : this is what I call lying by licence. But 
were I to start this simile to one of these pious 
fathers he would most devoutly cross himself^ 
turn up the whites, of his eyes, and implore the 
holy Virgin to protect him from such a miserable 
infidel, who certainly never could work his way 
cut of purgatory after death, unless millions of 
masse3 were SiiJ|or sung for the redemption of his 
souK Now.thisis all stuff j and yet, my friend, I 
do not altogether deny the existence of a purgatory, 
not the reaonableness of imploring the saints : but 
then it must be to those only whom I reverence as 
such, not a sinful individual like myself, canonised 
only for his wealth or power, but those that 
have suffered for the cross of Christ, and remained 
l^teadfast In their faith even unto death. There 
may be some reason in offering up our prayers to 
then^, and that without the mockery of a car/ed 
^n^ painte4 ims^) xa^^^ perhaps by a clumsy 
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carpenter, my next-door jieighbour, and ctirsecl 
by him a hundred times during the operation, for 
being so devilish hard to cut^ • 

In the first rude dark ages of Christianity, when 
visible objects were necessary to work upon the 
senses of men, in order more clearly to demon- 
strate the truth of the doctrines inculcated by the 
preachers, images may have been of service to the 
cause of religion : but now, when mankind are 
more enlightened, and the whole civilised world 
has learnt to distinguish for themselves between 
real and imaginafy beings and sensible and in- 
sensible substances, what need is there of this idle, 
and I may add impious, idolatry ? I have in many 
instances before now preferred the ceremonies of 
the Greek church to those of the Jtoman ; picture^ 
being, in my opinion, much mote intelligible rcf 
presentatives of either men or things tha^ a senser 
less inexpressive piece of wood carved into some? 
thing, and barely something, like the human form^ 
But it is ridiculous to attempt to convince those 
who are grounded in their absurd prejudices of 
the absurdity of thejn ; it is some such event as 
that of the Virgin^s downfal \vhich I believe must; 
work the reformation. 

The young novices — ^who I very well know a^e 
pp f eal devptees— were, I could plainly per<:eive^ 
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US much tickled with the ludicrousliess of the ad* 
venture as myself; and had it nof thundered so 
tremendously would have sought an opportupity 
of intimating to me that they thc^ght it a good 
practical joke, and enjoyed the fathers' perplexity ; 
for, by every glance they cast upon me when we 
reached the refectory in safety, I was convinced 
>they had had as much trouble as myself to refrain 
from laughing aloud 2X the distress and dismay of 
the elders. This circumstance has given me fresh 
reason to believe that superstition* and bigotry are 
about to quit these regions^ as they have alreadjf 
done the European continent ; and I do not know of 
any corner of the globe they can take shelter in when 
driven from • hence. The Portuguese, it is true, 
still retain their ancient bigotry j but I am of opi- 
nion, that when the prince regent ascends the 
throne the reign of monks and Jesuits, with their 
relics and idolatrous trumpery, will go nigh to be 
transplanted to the bottom of the Tagus : for, if 
I 'may prognosticate as to the probable event of 
things, extra-devotion must fly the realm, or 
Lusitania will no longer remain ^abject to the 
house of Braganza. Strange mutations' in church 
jmd §tatp have taken place since the French re-_ 
vplution, and still stranger will follow before the 
Republican mania ceases to operate. The liberty 
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which the ecclesiastics enjoy here enables them to 
mi^ in all companies, and, as this is a maritime 
town, they have opportunities of learning in* 
telligence sooner than those in the more remote 
parts of the continent. When out on visits they 
indulge in excesses even more than the laity, and 
when they return to the" convent they are not 
always upon their guard. But what they have 
learned out is sometimes, in an unguarded moment, 
related within : the novices get hold of it, and 
make their own remarks^ which, I assure you, 
are not very confined, for they indulge pretty- 
freely in conversation upon subjects which, a 
few years ago, they hardly dared think- upon, 
and the mention of which would have procured 
them very severe corporeal punishment : but such 
punctilios are now but little regarded. Piety eveii 
seems to hide her head, and shrink abashed at 
some of their sallies ; and the freedonx which the 
women enjoy here does not a little encourage the 
growth of infidelity. I have talked several times 
with don Manuel upon this particular, and he 
declares that the state winks at the dissolute lives 
of the clergy, that they may, by their examplejj 
give a new turn to the modes of worship formerly 
observed by the Jesuits, and, by the levity of 
their conduct,, lessen the reverence with wh\c]^ th§ 




J^ETTERS FROM PARAGUAY- 17! 

Ifidians were wont to regard their religJous gor 
yemorsj whose interest among the natives the 
court has long been jealous of, and wished to 
undermjne. How far this may be good policy I 
will not pretend to say, but it certainly has ^, 
yery destructive and dangerous appearance, 
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LETTER XXII. 



Convent (>pSi. Dominic, Sept. }7gj. 

Every thing is now prepared for 
our departure : father Hernandez honours me with 
his confidence, and purposes to make me his 
secretary, on the journey, which will be a very 
long one. We are to go by water in three balsas^ 
a kind of^oat used for the river navigation : two 
5ire to convey us and our attendants, and the third 
our provisions and other necessailes. 

\ shall now have the satisfaction of seeing the 

more remote banks pf the Paraguay, or Plata, 

and the Uraguay ; which latter empties itself into 

the former many leagues beyond Buenos Ayres, 

My friends, don Manuel and donna I^ouisa, regret 

much my resolution of leaving them, and harbour 

many apprehensions that I shall never return. 

They have exerted all the influence they have over 

me to dissuade me from my purpose} but my 

resolution once fixed, I assured them no argu* 

ments could shake it : besides, I considered the 

permission of going as a very great compliment 

paid me by the father, whose good opinion \ 

could not,^ by any means, think of abysipg. 
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The bishop and governor have Both been in- 
formed of my design, and have very obligingly 
offered their services, if in any shape I should 
require them. By the bye, I canttot help thinking 
they are glad to get me out of the town ; though 
for what reason, except my being an Englishman, 
I really cannot imagine, nor do I much trouble 
my head to discover. 

Our travelling company will consist of father 
H. as father provincial, attended by a young 
brother in the character of father companion, two 
novices, atad myself. Some Indians from the 
presidency are to take us into their balsas a short 
distance from the city. This part of the journey 
we go by land: it is only about five'or six leagues; 
for we do not enter upon the water at the mouth 
of the harbour, because of the difficulty the balsas 
find in navigating the Plata, especially near Buenos 
Ayres, which has no shelter from the winds, and 
the little creek which runs through tJie town is not 
by any means calculated to receive the Indian boats. 
^ Provisions for our voyage are already laid in ; 
that is to say, bread made of maize, the native 
corn 4)f this country, which is very wholesome, 
but by no means so palatable as our European 
wheat, which is grown here in small quantities, 
^only just enough to make cakes or pastry for the 
grandees and clergy. This maize, variously pre* 
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' pared, forms the principal part of the diet of thcf 
Indians and negroes. The animal food fhat we 
may want will be procured as we proceed along 
by the Indians, who are, it seems, very expert at 
all Jdnds of hunting. Brother Jerome has fur- 
nished me with linen and clothes fit for the 
journey, the most plain and simple tliat can be 
imagined : ipy whole dress consists, besides my 
shirt, of .a pair of black or grey worsted stockings, 
a black waistcoat, and breeches quite plain, and over 
them a grey robe, not unlike a domino, fastened 
at the nedf. with a button and loop, and round the 
waist with a leathern bqlt and buckle ; the sleeves' 
are wide and long j\ so that I am obliged to turn 
them up half way from the wrist. A large black 
hat, of capacious dimensions, completes this elegant 
attire j which were I to wear in the streets of 
London would procure me as many attendants as 
a catawbaw Indian, or the Turkish ambassador ; 
but it is the costume of those that accompany the 
missions ; of course I can have no reasonable ob- 
jection to it. I know not how I shall be able to 
remit my letters to you after I leave this town : 
but I shall, nevertheless, continue to write ; and if 
you do not receive any letters from me concludfe 
I am at too remote a distance to forward therii to 
Europe. I have written to New York, and dott 
Mtfiuel^as^ undertaken to manage my afiisiiRiit 
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that quaver. I have made another offering to the 
convent : and brother Jerome I have privately 
remunerated for the many friendly services he has 
rendered m'e. He pressed very earnestly to ac- 
company us ; but the society, I believe, consider 

his services in too valuable a light to be readily 

* 

dispensed with. God bless you ! Commend me to 
all those whom you know I hold in dear remem- 
brance. 

Ever youit. 
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LETTER XXIII. 

J^ residency qflUoja Minoi*,Nov, 1797- 

Many weeks have elapsed since 1 
last took up my pen to address you. Thank 
Heaven, I am in good health and spirits, and not 
at all ill pleased with my sifuaition, though in the 
midst of woods and wilds; for although I am lodged 
. in what they call a town I can scarcely see a house 
near me, the streets are so intersected with trees. 

We left Buenos Ayres on the fifth of Sep* 
tember, in the major-generars private coach : 
father Hernandez, the father companion, the two 
young novices, and myself. The Indians of out 
company were waiting for us at the harbour of 
Rio de las Conchas, about six leagues above Bu- 
enos Ayres, to reach which we had to pass over a 
part of the plains of Las Pampas : on the way I 
$aw the Indians and negroes killing the black cattle 
for their hides, which form the principal part of 
the exports from the harbours on the Plata. Theii* 
method is singular, and very dextrous; but to 
me it seems a savage occupation. The cattle here 
run wild over a plain many hundred miles in ex*' 
tent } and when the natives are employed to pro* 
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cufe a large quantity of hides they go out in 
parties, each furnished with k kind of sling or dart, 
armed at one end with .an iron, shaped like a. cre- 
scent, and extremely sharp: this weapon .they 
throw at the beasts as. they fly, and Seldom if ever 
miss their aim of ham^stringing them. . As soon as 
the poor animal feels himself wouuded he stag- 
gers, drops, and lies helpless on the ground at the 
mercy of his assailant. The hunter, seeing him fall, 
does not stop to kill him immediately, but goes on 
wounding more in the same manner ; and this he 
continues doing until he is either tired of the pur* 
suit or has maimed the number he wants : he 
then leaves off*, and, when he has taken some re- 
freshment, returns and finally dispatches them. 
Formerly several hundreds were kill^i. in this man- 
ner at every huntipg, and no part of them pre- 
served but the^r tongues, hides, and fat ; the test 
of the carcass used to be ieft on the- spot to be 
devoured by the tigers and birds of prey, who 
are idways hovering near the smell of blood : but 
now, father Hernandez informs me, they are be- 
come more careful of the caftle, which are found 
not to multji^ly so fast 'z\ formerly,- so that 
part x)f the meat is . now preserved ia the Indian 
manner, and sold to the vessels that ; touch a;t 
Buenos Ayres. Thia newly-introduced article of 
conunerce is found ta be vscry advantageous to the 
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country people ; and is therefore encouraged by 
the governor, who, take him for all in all, is a 
tolerably good kind of a master, and would appear 
a better if he had not so many jackanapeses in 
office under him. I do not wonder at the herbage 
on these immense plains growing so excessively 
thick and high, since it is so often for many miles 
drenched with blood ; not to mention the over- 
flowing of the river, which happens immediately 
after the heavy rains, and leaves a rich slime be- 
hind^ not unlike that described by travellers as 
occasioned by the inundation of the Nile. What 
rich pastures would not these fertile acres make 
in the hands of an English farmer ! and corn could 
be raised, were the plains enclosed, with half the 
labour requisite in our country. The soil is so 
over^rich, it would not need manure of any kind : 
Nature here appears to take the toil inj:o her own 
liand^, and to require but very little trouble on 
the part of the agriculturist; and in the hands 
of Nature I doubt all will remain while Span* 
ish oppression continues , to counteract the 4>l6ss- 
lags of Heaven. The few houses we passed on our 
.journey were all of them surrounded with trees, 
set close to each other in rather a regular manner ^ 
but none that I could see were more than one 
story high. When we reached the harbour of 
Las- Conchas we found the balsas ranged in ^rder 
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dose to the shore; on which stood two houses in- 
habited by Crebles, who are placed there by the 
bishop with a small annual stipend: itfdeed his" 
holy eminence is in all respects a vety humane 
good manj and takes care to provide for all his 
domestics as soon as they attain an age that inca- 
pacitates them for work. In one of . thes^e houses, 
which are appropriated entirdy to the eiitertain- 
ment of travellersj we found a: very agreeable re- 
freshment of fruit, cakes, honey^ and Canary wine; 
la the other house was provided beef, Indian bread^^ 
and chica : this last is a kind of fermented drink not 
unlike our porter; it is made from pounded- maize,' 
dried over the fire, and then put into earthen ves- 
sels filkd with water, where it is left a<:ertain time 
to ferment j and when it ceases to w6rk it is fit to 
drinkj which the Indians do to an excess whenever 
they can procure it. When our repast was over; 
prayers were said by father Hernandez/ and with 
his benediction the servants of the major-general 
returned to Buenos Ayres, while we entered the 
balsam. In the first were the two fathers, attended 
by ten Indians and two negroes; in the next 
.were the two novices and myself, with the Kkfe 
number of attendants ; and in the third balsa were 
four Indians,' and as many negroes, with our pro- 
visions and baggage* We soon quitted the bar* 
bour de la Cpnchas, and entered upon the Plata, 
whi^h we nav^ated in rather a zigzag dixection, 
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by reason of the many shoals with which this river 
abounds, and the multiplicity of islands that are 
strewed in all directions, which make a very pleas- 
ing appearance : but the travelling this way is ex- 
tremely tedious, as the balsas are obliged to keep 
constantly near shore, or rather to pass from is- 
land to island, being by their formation incapable 
of resisting any violence of weather. They do 
not use sails, but row along in a ^ very slow 
and quiet manner: four constantly ply the oar, 
and are relieved every two hours. The room— 
if I may so call it — ^in which we were accommo- 
^^ted, was about nine feet long, covered with skins 
of tigers. On this is spread a mattress the whol« 
breadth of the balsa, which is enclosed about four 
feet high with a kind of railing made of bamboo, 
round which is hung a sort of coarse cloth manu- 
factured by the Indians. The. top is covered with 
manicoe or palm leaves so neatly fitted, that not 
the least drop of wet can penetrate : this room is 
left open in the front wide enough to admit two 
persons at a time, though in a stooping position i 
and when within you must either sit or lie along, 
for you cannot stand upright. The apartment is 
furnished with every convenience for the voyage, 
and we can repose very much at our ease in this 
American treckschuyt conveyance. We rowed 
full forty leagues up La Plata, crossing from island 
to island until we reached the opposite shore in 



/ 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 181 

order to gain the river Uraguay, which empties 
itself into the Plata abpiit two hundred leagues 
firpm the sea. But at 'its mouth an island ob- 
structed our entrance, leaving only a very narrow 
channel for the boats to. pass through: our rowers 
were therefore obliged to coast nearly the whole 
length of the island before they could get into the 
current, which alone leads everf vessel into the 
IJraguay. This river differs widely from the Plata 
in every respect, but chiefly in being infested with 
rocks instead of sand$ — for infested it certainly is. 
I had been in bopes, that as soon as we had quitted 
the Plata we should proceed without stopping at 
anight, as hitherto w:e had constantly done ; for no 
balsa will venture far from shore, by reason of 
dicfr being obliged to cast anchor as soon as it is 
dark, under cover either of the river bank or 0ne 
4>f the islands, to avoid the danger of striking on 
<Mie of the rocks and getting wrecked ; for those 
accidents are very frequent to the river naviga^ 
tors of Paraguay. Our company not being over- 
numerous — 1 mean of Europeans — we could not 
make our voyage very diverting, unless when 
the balsas anchored for the night \ when th^ first 
thing the Indian^ ^did was to offer up their prayers 
to the /Virgin, in which we, the superiors, very 
devoutly joined. This important business dis- 
patched, they immedis^tely prepared -to get their 
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suppers, at which they are very expert. They 
quickly kindle a fire, and the provisions, if not 
ready cooked, are put upon stakss of wood after 
the manner of a spit, but sharp' at both ends : one 
point they stick into the earth close to the fire, 
and when they think the lowest part of the meat 
is sufficiently done they turn ends with the spit j 
and as they are riot in the habit of dressing turbot 
by a stop-watch, like aiir English epicures, the 
roast is soon ended, and as soon eaten with surr 
prising gout^ without either bread, salt, or vege- 
table. When their meal is dispatched— and they 
are not long about it, as ho chica is allowed tQ be 
drank— they spread a good quantity pf skins on the 
ground, and, without any covering besides the 
trees, betake themselves to rest ; not in the least 
troubling themselves about any precautions to 
guard against the wild beasts and reptiles, which 
they say the fire will suffice to drive away. How- 
ever, their security had like to have cost them 
jd^ar in one instance. We had, as usual, put into 
Z small creek to take pur dinner, and father Her- 
nandez proposied staying about tyiro or three hours 
to examine the remains of a presidency which 
about eight months since was destroyed by a tribe 
of wild Indians, wbp, like the Arabs, are etet- 
lially waiadering about, and, like them too^ are all 
jp^pert horsejnen. We had all quitted the. bait 
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tas, and were variously employed. Some of the 
Indians were gathering wood for firing, three were 
fishing-^^the Uraguay abounds with excellent fish 
of almost every kind — and others were gone to 
try their luck in the woods. Father Hernandez, 
his companion, the novices, and myself, were strol- 
ling round the church — which had been left by the 
destroyers uninjured, as had also the burying- 
ground — ^when we were alarmed by three of our 
Indians running out of the wood and shrieking 
most horridly. We immediately made towards 
them ; but you may imagine our terror when we 
perceived they were pursued by a female tiger of 
enormous size, and a young cub as ferocious as 
herself. She had been wounded in het breast and 
one of her fore legs, which, while it retarded her 
pace, augmented her fury. The father companion, 
with great presence of mind, ran to the fire, an4 
snatched a flaming brand ; the two novices and 
myself followed his example ; and we placed our<> 
selves directly between the Ipdians and their pur^ 
suers. 

The blaze arrested their pace for a moment^ 
and luckily gave time for two of the negroes to 
discharge their fowling-pieces: one of the shots 
took eflfect in the body of the mother, said the 
other killed the cuh% The tigress was now more 
^nr^ged than ever, and ins^tantly reai:ed oi^ ]}^r 
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hind legs to seize the father companion, who was 
nearest, when the flying Indians, who had ralfied 
and returned to the spot, thrust two spears into the 
breast of the angry animal, who immediately fell, 
and, dreadfully howling, expired. 

For my own part, I hardly knew what I did: 
the suddenness of the attack, and fright lest the In- 
dians should not escape, had an effect upon me I 
never experienced before. ^ However, I presently 
recovered myself, and ran up to assist father Her- 
nandez, who, in coming towards us, had unfortur 
nately stept upon a viper which had turned round 
his leg, and he was too much terrified to attempt 
to disengage himself. I caught the reptile by the 
throat, and, untwining it, held its head down with 
my foot, and crushed it to pieces ; then called the 
father companion to assist me in bearing father 
Hernandez to the fire, where we examined the 
^ound and applied some of the juice of the mapalr 
chaco — an herb peculiar to the province of Tucu- 
man, used as an antidote for animal poisons— with 
which travellers are always provided in ca$§ of ac- 
cidents. When our confusion had a little subsided 
we looked round, to see.if we had all our company 
complete ; and found that one Indian was missing. 
This threw us into fresh alarms; and, anxious to be 
^rertain of his fate, I requested the two novices to stay 
by father Hernandez, while myself and the fathef 
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compamon, with two negroes, entered the wood. We 
endeavoured to retrace the steps of the men whose 
rencontre had occasioned us so much alarm. They 
had informed us which way they had taken, which 
was through a thicket of underwood about half a 
mile from the scene of action, when just at th$ 
moment they' had taken a level at a deer the ti- 
gress made her appearance. They turned and 
discharged their pieces, ^hich, being aimed in aa 
oblique direction had not the desired effect^ as the 

* beast, though wounded, did not fall. They im- 
mediately took to their heels, without once recol- 
lecting their companion, who had pushed on before 

^ them, in pursuit of a wild boar. This was but a 
€orry account to enable us to trace the poor fellow^ 
whom we at every step expected to find either tora 
to pieces or mortally wounded by the rattle-snake; 

. for our fears conjured up a thousand dangers, 
which were greatly increased when, after two 
hours' fruitless search, we were obliged to return 
towards the shore without^havins: made the smallest 
discovery that could assist us in ascertaining his 
fate. We were therefore proceeding very discon- 
solately back to our party, when, as we turned a 
corner of the burying-ground wall, who should we. 
behold but the lost ^heep, laden with the carcasses 
of a wild boar and. a young fawn. T^e former he; 
^eme^to think a little too heavy for him^ and wa^ 
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muttering to himself respecting it^ at the same 
time very devoutly anathematising his companions 
who he thought had deserted him. 

We hollaed for joy that we had found him ; 
when he threw down his burden, and, staring, asked 
us, very sulkily, what we meant by finding him. 
We now perceived that he was ignorant of our 
adventure with the tiger, which we informed him 
of. He stood silent for a moment, and then ex- 
claimed — ^ I only wish I had been there ; she 
should hardly have made such an uproar : I would 
have shewn you how to have managed her/ ^ Oh 
Christ ! then,* said I, ^ I wish you had been there. 
•I should have been very happy to see such won- 
derful manoeuvres/ We hastened, to Sctther Her*- 
nandez with our new-found companion and the 
provender he had procured us, which our other 
people made haste to prepare for th^ spits. Fa- 
ther Hernandez was very iU, owing to the double 
fright he had experienced \ and his indisposition 
alarmed us very much, as we had near twenty 
leagues to travel before we could obtain any as« 
sistance, when we should reach the presidency of 
St. Andrea, which has been recently established, in 
the room of that destroyed by the wild Indians ; 
however, we conveyed him to the baka, where I 
proposed to the father companion to bleed him. 
.^ie consented j and I perfarm^ the operation with 
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'an llnglish lancet, as my case of instfuments had 
not been taken froii\ me either at Monte Video or 
Buenos AjrreSt Our little company were all very 
unhappy at thaiUness of the good father : however, 
in three days he was pretty well recovered % but th^ 
leg still continued much inflamed, and displayed as 
many colours as the back of the reptile that in** 
jured him, which was of a beautiful dark blue, 
tinged with light green, yellow, and b^own; the 
belly was perfectly whit« and smooth, and tho 
creature altogether was about three feet long* 

I fomented the leg every three or four hours 
with a decoction of herbs. The poison was perfectly 
^rawn by the application of the mapalchaco, but 
\ could not with ail my care restore the limb to its 
proper colour i this alarmed the father, aqd for 
his sake I was anxious to reach the presidency as 
soon as possible ; but this was not to be ; for the 
next morning a sudden ai\d violent storm came 
on, we were obliged to lash the balsas securely to 
the shore, and wpre glad to remain under their 
friendly covering for near twelve hours. The storm 
raged with as much violence as that I witnessed at 
Buenos Ayres ; and when it in some respects $ub« 
^ded, the wind still condnued too high to admit 
pf our leaving the ^reek, which was happily shel- 
tered from mischief on the land side by some very 
high hills, or rather mountains, to the north. Wq 
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continued, therefore, at aiichor three days longer, 
and our people ev^ry moriiing ventured again into 
the woods, nor ever returned without goo4 store 
pf provisions } and, God knows, we -had need of 
plenty, for the Indians are most tremendous daters* 
The fathers and. we novices had some fish' caught 
and dressed for ourselves; but, though the fish ire 
in themselves delicious, I could n6t relish them, for 
want of butter and vinegar, neither of which could 
I procure, though I had plenty of orange and le- 
mon juice, but that was not what I wanted. I 
therefore chummed with the Indians, and, as the 
^ir from the river seemed to give every one a very 
keen appetite, I ate most surprisingly of every 
thing they set before me. Hunger, you will say, 
needs no sauce ; jind I never saw th^ proverb more 
jtruly verified than during this journey ; but, hun^ 

• 

gry as I was, I could not eat my meat without sak 
^nd biscuit : my companions^ though, were; not so 
delicate. 

The third day after the storm I went ashore 
in the morning to gather some herbs for the 
father, when I took a slight sketch of the' 
church of the ruined presidency dedicated to San 
Isidro. 

. 'f he ruins had been pretty well cleared away j as 
had likewise the underwood, which in the neigh- 
bourhood was very plentiful; so that a jar^e space 



V 



► » 



LETTERS FROM PAJlA^tt^AY. 189 

before the church was entirely free from tree or 
shrub. The crosd -in front was elevated* on a 
round base of eafrth covered with grass, and had a 
very agreeable appearaiice, from the extreme white- 
ness and roundness of the stone. • This erection 6f 
the cross is, in my opinion, one of the best appen- 
dages to the Roman faith ; and I wish there was 
one attached to every Protestant church. The 
trees to the right of the building had evidently 
been much thinned as far as the base of the ad- 
jacent hills, but the country all round seemed one 
entire forest. All along the banks of the Ura- 
guay, indeed, there is no want of the thick dark 
waving woods I so much regretted on my first ar- 
rival at Buenos Ayres, or rathei' at Monte Video ; 
but, except the hills to the back of the presidency, 
I could not discover any that deserved that name 
to the right of the river. The woods, as far as I 
penetrated them in search of the hief b, appeared to 
abound with every kind of tree or shrub that I had 
before seen on this great continent, with the addition 
of many others to which I was a perfect stranger ; 
but they are so thick set with underwood as to be 
alrpost impervious either to man or beast : a great 
many of the latter, though, do contrive^ by some 
means or other, to take up their habitations there, 
which I had a convincing proof of; but they 
S^med by their insolence to consider thes^iselves 
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as the sole lawful proprietors of those immense fd^ 
rests, and every traveller as an invader of theif 
Hghts, I no lonjger wondered at the extraordinary 
tizt of the animals which I had heard frequent 
mention of at Buenos Ayres^ for they range the 
woods at pleasure, and p^rey upon each other ad 
their hunger prompts^ for here> as among men, thd 
weakest ever becomes the prey of the strongest. 

We left this place, which in remembrance of our 
Julventure I termed Tiger Creek. On the morning 
of the ninth day after our arrival father Hernandez 
was better, and no danger was to be apprehended 

^ from the hurt in his leg. Our people had taken 
care to lay in a good stock of provisions, which 
they stowed in a very careful manner^ that they 
.might not, they said, have any occasion to battle 
with the tigers again for a dinner. The skin of 
the one we killed they spread ovet" the top of the 
balsa, where between the sun and the wind it soon 
got dry* 
. We had not rowed along above an hour and a 

^ half when we were agreeably surprised with the 
sight of two balsas laden with various articled 
which seme Indians on board were taking to the 
presidency of Su Cruz, situated among the Guara* 
nis, a natibn not as yet very well known ; but ther^ 
are several towns established among them which 
they told us bade fair to be very considerable, a^ 
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^be conveirted Indians were daily increasing. These 
men, nineteen in number, appeared to be all very 
active, intelligent, and good-natured ; and, if the 
countenance may be considered as the index of 
the heart, I should pronounce them all biettei' 
Christians than any of the Spaniards 1 have mixed 
with at Buenos Ayres. Father Hernandez asked 
them several questions in the Indian language — » 
which of course I did not understand- and the 
answers they made seemed to give him great satis- 
faction : four ^ th^m spoke very ^ood Spanish. 
They oflfered us, in the most friendly manner, part 
of every thing they had, and seemed hurt at our 
refusing to accept it ; but the good father assured 
them w;e had plenty of every article sufficient to 
supply us till we reached St. Andrea, which we 
hoped to do in four days, if we were not visited by 
any more squalls. They were satisfied with this : 
and father Hernandez gave the cacique a case of 
jaeedles, and some. relic, but I forget what: how- 
ever he received it very gratefully, and in return 
presented the father with a beautiful basket made 
'of reeds of various colours, woven in a very in- 
genious manner ; and Avith this interchange both 
parties were highly pleased. The Indians kept u^ 
company two days, halted as we halted, and prayed 
•as we prayed to a picture of the Virgin, which was 
every night placed on a kind of altar, raised ]dj 
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gathering a few long stones and laying them oht 
above the other, under the shade of the fairest tree 
they could pick out : the picture was elevated oa 
the stones, and the evening song to the Virgin 
began, in which we all joined ; two or three 
short prayers followed ; and father Hernandea 
closed the ceremony with his benediction. The 
picture remained on shore till we re*enxbarked> 
when it was replaced with great ceremony in the 
principal balsa. On the morning of the third day 
we parted from our friendly coiftpanions. Our 
company turned into a branch of the river which 
was to convey us to the place of our destination^ 
and the Indians continued onwards up the main 
'stream. Father Hernandez spoke highly in praise 
of the rector of St. Cruz, whom he had known 
ever since they were children together* He was 
bom, he said, at Buenos Ayres, and) though pos^ 
sessed of a plentiful estate, had relinquished all the 
comforts and pleasures his riches could have pro* 
tured him to become a priest, and had carried to 
the presidency a considerable sum of money, which 
he was hourly employing in acts of kindness 
among the Indians ; and by the gentleness of his 
manners and universal philanthropy he has gained 
over more souls to the faith of Christ in a few 
months than many others have done in the like 
fiumber of years. Not the smallest complaint has 
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ever reached the bUhop since this good man was 
appointed rector^ and the town is daily increasing 
not ox^y in religious converts but every useful art^ ^ 

' for he has at his own ^zpence fetched from 
Buenos Ayres many enterprising artisans, to whom 
he has given the most liberal encouragement; 
and, as he found the Indians very apt to learn, 
he spared no expence to have them instructed. 

^ I wish,' said iatker Hernandez, with an affecting 
diake of his head as he concluded this account, ^ I 
wish there were more such trnly pious Christians 
to study as welllthe temporal welfare of their flock 
as the spiritual. There would not then so often 
be occasion for references to the bishop, since 
^every good man may always govern his community 
in peace and regularity, but a bad one cannot, Jbr 
arbitrary power was never yet productive of any 
thing but evil.' He paused, and seemed to reflect 
for a time on some very material subject } when,^ 
suddenly starting, he asked, with some degree of 
quiclmess, in what manner ouf clergy in England 
conducted themsdves? I had forgot to tdl yoa, 
that from the day of our leaving the creek I re^ 

^mained in the first balsa with him and the father 
companion, that I might be handy to render him 
any little service he might stand in need of; he 
having formed an idea, from the ready manner in 
yAash I bled him, that I posuMed z competent 
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knowledge of Biedicme -and surgery. I was rather 
surprised at bis question ; and, indeed, knew not 
exactly what to ans.wer, since I was ignorant in- 
whafnumner the Romish clergy were organised in 
my native country. I therefore merely observed, 
that the laws of England restricted the clergy very 
much ; but, so far as they were allowed to act* 
freely, I did believe very few laid themselves open 
to censure : for in respect to local temporal con- 
cerns they never openly interfered, as these matters 
were left either to the inspection of the magistrates, 
or the care of individuals themselves. The fathor 
companion observed, that in that case they must 
live much happier lives than the religious in South 
America, since worldly affairs must engross and 
perplex great part of the latters' time, especially 
when the rector is burthened with a very large 
community ; for though he can answer for the 
propriety of his own conduct, it is next ' to im- 
possible to secure the exact observance of existing: 
laws in those employed under, him, who but too 
often exhibit very doubtful eicamples to the poor 
Indiia£n», who are taught to seek in them for every, 
virtue, as the exact patterns of the God whose re*t 
presientatives they are. ^ But,* said I, * father, 
t-hcr^ are many apiong the missionaries who really 
4fiserve th^ high, opinion the poor Indians . form of 
tib^m.' :* ' True, «iy;SQn,' replied father Hcrnandesv 
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* there are ; and )vere they all like the primitive 
fethers who first planted the blessed gospel in tliis' 
great country, what a ^ harvest might * not the 
servants of our ^ holy Redeemer now have had to 
reap! But, alasf! I fear too' many tares are sown 
among the wheat, and the evil one has but too 
much reason t6 rejoice in his success/ He then 
proceeded to give ifie the history of the presidency 
to which we were going, ind which, eight yearr 
ago, was one of the most flourishing and happ^ 
throughout the province ; but the worthy rector 
dying full of years, and the blessings of every sur-» 
rounding being, another was appointed to succeed 
him from among the brothers of St. Augustine. 
He* had lived long at Buenos. Ayres, and waa 
esteemed a very good kind of a man. -, ' For some 
time after his arrival at Rioja Minor-^— the name of 
the presidency — he justified the good opinion which 
had been formed of him ; but, on a sudden, he 
b^ame lax in his duty, and regardless of those 
intrusted to his care : he- forgot his clerical cha- 
racter, and iassociated with nDne but those ap* 
pointed to* command the military * His whole 
tiipe was occupied in studying their tactics, and 
the care of souls was left entirely to the inferior 
clergy, and those were incompetent to the duty 
required. They could not administer : extreme 
unction to -the sick, nor baptize infants : they 
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could not celebrate high mass^ nor, in fact, dis* 
charge any of the more material offices incumbent 
cm the rector to perform. The fiscal seeing the 
father negligent in the performance of bis duty, 
slackened in his own ; and the tenientes, or lieu- 
tenants under the commandant, from the force of 
bad example became careless in theirs also ; so 
that in a few months all was confusion and dis- 
order : the caciques alone remained stedfast in their 
conduct. These worthy Indians, finding at last 
that the presidency was on the very brink of ruin,^ 
sent oflF some of tlieir faithful people with an 
account of their simatioii to Buenos Ayres. The 
bishop immediately ordered our superior from St. 
Dominic's thither, to find out the cause of their 
complaints, and remedy the evil. This gpod man 
was fir^t to see the young people he took with him 
safe to Cordovo, where the young missionaries 2Xfi 
to stay till father Pablo return : but, unhappily for 
him, he found on his arrival that the evil had^ 
taken too deep a root, and nothing less than the 
jsemoval of every one in office could restore peace« 
Me has therefore sent these thoughtless men td 
Clordovo, from whence they will be conveyed to 
Buenos Ayres ; for they must not be chastised for 
their folly on the spot, since that might lower the 
character of the clergy in the estimation of the 
Indians — ^a circumstance they are pertinaciQusly 
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eareful to prevent. The next step taken by our 
iuperior was to send to his>:onvent for a father to 
take upon him the care of the presidency ; and 
fither Hernandez being appointed, he only waited 
the superior's coming to set off to Cordovo. * If,* 
said that holy man, * I am fortunate enough to re* 
store peace, and bring things back to thei^ former 
bappy state, I shall not have lived in vain; but 
God and the blessed saints alone can tell how I 
shall succeed.' He then proceeded to tell me, tha^t 
having observed in me an earnest desire to see 
more of the country than I could ever hope for, 
unless in times of peace as a merchant, he thought 
he could not x)blige me more than by caking me 
with him on his journey ; and as he knew he 
should at times stand very much in need of a 
friend in whon^ he could confide, and I was there 
without any material ties to control me, or any 
liopes or expectations of any kind but those of 
every honest man, he was of opinion that in ma 
he should find a gentleman whose advice and 
judgment he could with security rely on. He 
said he should have no objection to my returning 
to Buenos Ayres ^fter I had made some stay with 
him ; but he requested I would pledge my honour 
that what he had then related, and likewise all 
that might happen in the presidency during my 
residence there, which I must of coarse be privy 
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to, should never be made known by me to any 
individual in that country ; it being a maxim in 
the church to keep its secrets within its own 
bosom, and those that lay open any intrusted to 
their charge expose themselves to the severest cen- 
sures of it. * But, I think,' added the father, ' you 
are not now to learn what is due to the servants 
of God and our holy religion/ When he ceased 
speaking, surprise at the confidence he had re-* 
posed in me prevented my immediate reply ; but, 
apologising for my tardiness, I assured him in the 
most solemn manner, that every thing he had said 
should faithfully remain a secret in my crwn bosom 
from the knowledge of any one on this continent ; 
and so far from wishing to return to Buenos 
Ayres, I could assure him that till I was at liberty 
to return to my own country, I should deem 
myself extremely happy in being permitted to 
remain yfiiih him ; and if by any means I could 
render myself of service, so as partly to return his 
friendship, it would give me the greatest possible 
pleasure. He thapked me in a most affectionate 
manner, and soon after this conversation we lay 
down to repose. Tlje wind blew fresh, and I 
wrapped my head up in a long mantle of blue 
cotton ; it being customary here, when going to 
sleep, to cover the head and face entirely over, in 
order to prevent the flies or other insects from 
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a^vaking you. 1 had scarcely composed myself to 
sleep, when the balsa struck with great violence 
against a sunken rock, which our Indians had not 
discovered. We all started up in a moment, and 
aprung forward ; but, luckily, she was soon got off 
without any very material damage. We then 
stood away for a small island about a' mile distant ; 
the river we : were on being much narrower, and 
more interspersed with islands, than the Uraguay. 
The other two balsas had escaped the danger, and 
plied their oars freely. They anchored before us,* 
3md were on. shore ready to assist in drawing ours 
to land. As soon as we were safe on terra 
firma, we paid, as usual, our devotions to the* 
Virgin; and, without even staying to es^t, the 
Indians set about examining the bottom of the 
vessel : two of them, and one negro, plunging into 
the water, and diving underneath it. They pre- 
sently arose, and said the hurt was very trifling ; the 
rock having only slightly grazed the bottom of 
one of the canoes. Apropos, I should tell you 
here how the balsas are constructed. There are 
two canoes to each, longer or shorter according to 
the number of persi)n8 the baUa is to convey. 
These canoes are formed out of hollowed trees, 
which are felled on purpose, generally of some 
light timber ; and t^e Indians are very dextrous in 
hollowing them to, a 'great. nic?ty^ . When 'the 
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insidd is prepared) the ends are closed with a 

weaving of bamboo and slips of manicoe leaves, 

which are woven so extremely close, that neither 

water nor air call penetrate. This weaving runs 

out in a sharp point, two feet, and sometimes naore, 

beyond each end i for stem and stem, as the sailors 

say, are both alike in appearance ; so they may be 

navigated either way, like the funnies on the river 

Thames* The two canoes are lashed tight to each 

other by means of ropes made from the bark of 

tteeSj which I am informed is much stronger and 

tougher than hemp } and indeed I am inclined to 

believe it, /for were the ropes not composed of 

very strong matetials it would be impossible for 

the balsas to resist the fiiry of the winds, which 

seem to blow here, when they do begin, as if 

determined to carry all before them: however, 

thank God, we did not encounter any of their 

violence after leaving Tyger creek. When the 

canoes are thus connected, the room which I 

have described in a former part of my letter is 

laid upon half the length of them, for there is no 

after-end that you can properly term so : the 

rowers set on benches forward, and with the 

luggage serve to keep the vessel in trim. I hardly 

know what to compare them to nearer than a 

double war-canoe described by captain Cook asr 

used by the Friendly Islanders* 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY, 201 

When we were all satisfied respecting the damage, 
and every thing was put to rights, our people pre* 
pared to eat ; and I assure you this is an affair of 
no small importance, for not a little will suffice 
twen]ty or thirty people determined to eat their 
bellies full : no one upon these journeys must 
reckon upon setting limits to the appetites of the 
Indians. Hungry they get, and eat they must ; 
therefore if the balsa does not afford a sufficient 
quantity, they immediately have recourse to the 
woods, which reach all along the banks of the 
liver and abound with all sorts of animals, to 
supply the deficiency ; and the newly-killed meal 
is put scarcely cold to the fire, from whence it is 
taken up again before it is half done, or even 
warmed through, and devoured with an eagerness 
almost cannibalical. They really, more than once, 
made me sick to see them. Our men, therefore, 
had no sooner dispatched all we had taken in at 
Tyger creek than they sallied forth to get more : 
for my own part, I thought there had been enough 
laid in for a West-India voyage; but the event 
proved that my eye was not so capacious as the 
Indians' bellies— -to reverse an bid vulgar English 
allusion. AH was gone presently, except the 
bisquit we had brought with us from Buenos 
Ayres, which these sharp-witted gentry did not 
care to meddle with* The island we were on was 
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small, and could not afford us the hecdssary sup- 
ply ; we therefore once more embarked, and were 
rowing for the opposite shore, when we descried 
upon it a large' troop of wild -Indiana. They came 
close to the water, and one of them, in tolerable 
Spanish, asked if we wanted any provisions. Our 
people immediately answered yes : the greater part 
of the strangers upon hearing this retired from the 
shore into the woods, from whence they soon 
returned with a roebuck and half a wild boar, a 
bag of maize, and five dried fish. These latter 
appeared to the fathers to be a very great novelty. 
We drew in to the shore ; and the Indians in the 
baggage balsa presently struck a bargain for the 
whole, by exchanging an old saw unfic for use, two 
old chisels, and a looking-glas^, for the meat, 
maize, and fishes. I stood amazed to ^ee how 
contented the poor men seemed to be with this 
miserable payment. I had in my hand a large 
Spitalfields silk handkerchief, chequered blue and 
red ; this attracted the notice of several among the 
strangers, but of none rtrore so than their chief, 
who appeared by his gestures to consider it as the 
most desirable article he had ever beheld : he 
clasped his hands together, and lifted them up- 
wards, then motioned to me that he supposed it to 
be a cloak ; pointed to his head, and then to the 
^ood. While these antics were performing, the 
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only one among them that spoke Spanish was 
engaged with our men at a distance \ I coald not, 
therefore, get to speak to him. But when I had 
Bufficifiiitly diverted myself with this new posture- 
mktifer, I made signs that I would give him the 
handkerchief ; and father Hernandez, who had 
been as much amused with him as myself, ordered 
the balsa to be drawn close in to shore. The 
.chief timidly advanced towards us, when I put the 
object of his desire upon one of the oars, and 
handed it to him. He caught hold of it with a 
kind of rapture, kissed it several times, waved it 
over his head, and skipped about like one, frantic. 
At last he spread it square upon his shoulders, 
tying two of the corners in the front of his neck ; 
and when he had done that, he walked in great 
state through a. long rank oif his people, who 
looked at him with the utmost respect and ad- 
miration. This part of the farce diverted us more 
than the former, as it Was evident he was imitating 
the walk of some Spanish grandee; and the gait, 
whosever it was, appeared to be admirably mi- 
micked. This cacique was about forty years of 
age, tall, and his limbs finely proportioned, with a 
very 'iively animated countenance. ; He had the 
skin of some beast we were unacquainted with 
round his middle, made in much the same form as 
the I^gbland kelts ; round his bead were twisted 
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several sorts of particoloured wool, bCit no feathers; 
and this was the whole of his dress. He had lost 
two of the fingers of his left hagnd ; he carried no 
weapons of any kind, nor did those that were with 
him appear to have any. Father Hernandez spoke 
to him in the language of the Guaranis } but he 
either did not, or would not, understand him. I 
had brought with me a small piece of crimson 
velvet, which I meant for a present to any one 
whom I considered as deserving it. This was tied 
in another handkerchief of a similar pattern to the 
first, but coloured blue and yellow ; and I had a 
great mind to bestow the latter upon a very inter- 
esting young Indian who stood aloof from the rest, 
and tiid not speak to any one. His dress was the 
same as that worn by (he chief; with this differences- 
he had only two bands of wool upon his head, one 
blue, the other green. The rest of the Indiana 
had nothing on their heads, nor any article of dress, 
besides the skin of some beast or another tied 
round their middles, and reaching half w'ay down 
their thighs. I beckoned to the young man to 
come near,, and he obeyed with evident marks of 
respect and diffidence ; when close to the water's 
edge he stopt, and gazed with an expression on 
his countenance of the greatest astonishment, 
looking fir^t at the fathers, and then at me. I 
imagined that his wonder arose from the difference 
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be bbserved in the colour of our skins* Both the 
%>aniards were nearly olive ; and my complexion, 
naturally very fair, is whiter now than when I left 
you: so much has my illness altered it. He looked 
Itedfastly at me for near a minute ; then clas|>ing 
his hands, lifted them above his head, and stooping 
forward with his face towards the sun^ bowed 
three times very reverently : then raising himself 
up, he pointed with ^is right hand, first at the sun, 
and then at me. This manoeuvre he repeated 
several times, but we could not make out what he 
meant. I therefore fetched the handkerchief; and, 
fastening it to the oar, handed it to him, having 
fyrst tied a small horn comb in one comer of it. 
The moment he received it, he lifted it three times 
^ above his head, then kissed it with great reverence, 
and taking out the comb kissed that likewisei^ s^x^d 
tried to place it on his chin ; but not finding it 
adhere, he gazed at it with great amazement and 
curiosity. I shewed him another ; and taking off 
my hat passed it several times through my hair, 
that he might learn the use of his acquisition. He 
immediately comprehended me; and pulling his 
own hair, of which he had a very large quantity, 
before him, began to run the comb through his 
disordered locks, which appeared to want the hair- 
dresser more than any I had ever seen. He then 
took the handkerchief,, and spreading it on bi$ 
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kjpiees examined every square ; when, turning if,- he; 
observed the stripes were blue on one dde and 
yellow on the otheri This circumstance seemed; 
to please him much ; as by his antics he gave us- 
to understand he imagined he had two handker-. 
chiefs instead of one. Presently the chief returned ; 
when the young man humbly advanced towards 
him, laid both the articles at his feet, telling him, 
as we supposed, who had given them to him, and 
askijig permission — as we interpreted his motions— 
to keep them. A long discourse passed between 
him and the chief, when the comb was folded in 
the handkerchief, and that placed between two 
palm leaves with great care and niceness. The 
youth then clasped them to his bosom, kissed the 
hand of the chief, and rati up with them into the 
woods with uncommon swiftness ; from which I 
conjectured, gallantly enough, that he had some 
lady there to whom he was anxious to display his ^ 
treasures. By this time, the man who first hailed 
us £ron]^ the shore again addressed us, to know if 
we would stay while they procured us some more 
provisions, which they would do in less than an 
hour : to this father Hernandez agreed, as he 
wanted to make some enquiries. This was made 
known to the chief, who immediately dispatched 
several of his people towards that part of the wood 
whither the young Indian had gone. The father 
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t^en a^ed yj^t tribe or nation they belonged to* r 
The interpret;er answered the Cha^uas, who inhabk- 
a large tract of lai^id between the Uraguay arid the 
Parana. : It wa^ part of this nation thsM: composed 
the presidency which had been desolated at Tyger 
creek, and those that remained of the converted 
Indians had been collected together by father Josef 
Almanza and father Augustin Romana, and takeii 
away to another presidency, but where it was 
situated he could not say. The father de^sired to 
know how they -came to be attacked. He. said he 

* * 

did not know ; but he believed it was a Spaniard, 
who had escaped from some sort of punishment 
^mong his couritrymen, that led the Indians on to 
depiolish the settlement. This circumstance in 
some measure accpunted for the church and church- 
yard being left iininjured, the reason of which 
had before very im,uch puzzled us all ; the fathers 
not being able to conceive why the holy edifice, 
had been spared, it being contrary to the general 
practice of the Indians to respect any thing relative 
to the Christian worship, whenever they imagine 
themselves offended. Several other questions were^ 
asked respecting the, converts, and whether their 
company had< not a desire to embrace the faith of 
Christ. To this last the Indian answered, sternly,: 
no -r- with an expression of the greatest contempt j 
adding, that now they were at liberty to live and^ 
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^ act as they pleisised, but if they became Chri^tianf 
they could not; the maponos— meaning the mis^ 
sionaries — would not let them^ and they thought 
themselves much happier as they were. He was 
asked how he had acquired the Spanish language. 
By going, he said, frequently to Santa Fe^ and 
sometimes to Buenos Ayres, with skins and other 
articles to barter, where he had been obliged in 
several of his journeys to stay till the ivaters were 
gone back ; for the river, as I believe I informed 
you in a former letter, in winter overflows the 
country for many leagues each way, there being 
no mountain to bbstruct its progress for several 
hundred miles, nor ^y hill, but a very few beauti« 
ful green ones to the north of the Uraguay, of 
which I have given a partial view in my sketch of 
the church at Tyger creek« The chief, then, by 
means of the interpreter, asked father Hernandez 
some questions respecting the presidency to which 
we were going. He knew it, he said ; it was that 
of Rioja Mmor, by the lake Iberi, to which place 
we had not above ten leagues further to go, and 
the settlement was in the country of the Yaros* 
This was the first timei had been informed of the 
exact spot of our destination ; and much as I had 
desired this voyage, I must own 1 was happy to 
find we were near our journey's end ; for although 
it was springs and the sun by no means trouble- 
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$ome, yet I wished much to be at the desired 
haven. While this kind bf conversation was car- 
tying on we saw the young Indian who had ran 
away returning with five others, laden with se- 
veral kinds of animal foodj apparently just killed;, 
two very fine birds, of a large size, very nearly re^. 
sembling in shape and colour our pheasants; and 
another bag of maize* Our purveyors soon com- 
pleted the purchase of all this provisioij^r on#. 
bottle of brandy. This I thought driving a Jew 
bargain with a vengeance. I should have con- 
sidered two bottles of liquor but a poor recom- 
pence for merely fetching the articles, much more 
having them also ; but be that as it may, both 
parties appeared very well content. Still I was not 
satisfied, and I requested the father's permission 
to give the chief and his son— for such I now 
found the young man to be^ — a large drinking- 
glass each ; for I had observed them regard one, 
whjie in my hand, with longing eyes of admiration, 
My wish was complied with ; anii to the interpreter 
I gave a small pocket looking-glass, which made 
him perfectly happy. 

Father Hernandez then, ordered the balsa tp 
proceed, it being near evening, and our present 
situatibn not at all an eligible one for passing the 
Slight. We were accordingly pushed froiii. the 
shore; and our people, as they proceeded, suag 
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the evening hymn to the Virgin. The strstnge 
Indians tvere very attentive, and listened as they 
accompanied us along the batik of the river. They 
could walk much faster thaft the balsa was towed, 
but they slacfcened their pace to keep us company. 
The looks of these good-natuted people very much 
interested me : and I lao longer wonder at the in- 
fluence the Jesuits have had over their converts, tf 
sdl the ot&er nations are like the Charuas ; for no* 
thin^g binds man -to man more securely tmm the 
bonds -of pure religion^ and, vice versa ^ nothing 
makes men more inveterate enemies to each other 
than a differ^xce in religious tenets ; which con* 
vistces ide that an Indian once converted can never 
be a bad man, ^ince he never embraces the 
Christian hith but from a thor<d^gh convi<^n <>f 
its justice } and once grounded in its principles, 
I am certain he could not become an apoistate, 
since m every action fee fa governed only by con- 
scientious motives, . 

This apparently 'happy people traydlpd with ti$ 
near two leagues, when thdr forther progress w*s 
stopped by a large creek ; we were, therefore, 
obliged to leave them. The chi^f and his son at 
parting jomed their hands, and lifired them abdtt 
their heads : they then bent themselv^ tWee tiiive^ 
towards the sun, when, again lifting their haftd»^ 
they turned up the credk^ j&nAj €ollow4d by A^ 
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j>eopld', fentered a? thick wood. ' When they were 
g'one^ the father cortipamoh observed, what a pity 
it wis that such ingeniouis weH-dispdsed creatures 
is these seemed to be "wfeiie stiil ignorant of the 

, ttue fjdth, and lamented that there were not some 
i^vahgelical workmen sent among them* * I doubt 
not but there have bfeen/ said father Hernandez ; 
* btit their time is not yet come— *^ Maiiy arfe called 

N at the first, Tind others at the twelfth, hour of tht^- 
day, yet the last may be first, and the first last ? 
for many are called, but few choseii.** * He was 
Silent, and the fathfer companion did not venture 
aiiether remark. 

The river we now were on was heither broad 
nor deep, in proportion to the Uraguay; ft is called 
thie Iber, from the lake Iberi^ with which it com* 
municatesi and is oii 6ach side thick set vdth trees 
of various sorts; but the cocoa and matiicoe do 
ndt abbutid here a^ in the islarids of the Plata j 

/ those which 1 «aw 6n the banks of the riv^r i^drt 
small, and without fruit. There wer^ several Eu- 
ropeati tWes,^ ^hich seeAied to thrive exceedingly 
well ; sUch as the oak, ash, Hme> and in maaiy 
places birchi Whether these are natural t^ the 
climate j &t introduced by the Spanial-ds, I am y« 
to tear n : but now we are settled iti tt ^resldeficy 
it is my iiitentiofi to collect every, information on 
this head^ as well as on man/ o^rs^ rdsp^i$nf^ 
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the natives and their present modes of life ; for 
many thousands remain still in a state of nature. 
I feel myself more and more anxious to wander 
among them, for the sole purpose of ascertaining 
whether the Jesuits were or were not to blame in 
the measures they adopted. I dare not venture 
an enquiry of the fathers ; th^y are too scrupu- 
lously reserved upon that subject, and my situation 
obliges me to be cautious. Having continued our 
9purse about two leagues further, we anchored for 
the night j and prayers were no sooner ended than 
the cooks began their office. In a very short tim)e 
we had the birds purchased of our late com* 
pinions placed before the fathers and myself^ and 
though dressfed in such a hasty manner I as- 
sure you we made a very hearty supper ; and hav* 
ing piously blessed the providers, we betook our- 
selves to rest. 

Early the next morning we pursued our way, 
and before noon entered on the lake Iberi. Here 
a new scene presented itself- This beautiful lake 
is above a hundred miles long, and forty I^oad. 
It is situated in a vast plain, between the rivers 
La Plata, Parana, and Uraguay. It has two 
mouths: one running south-west, in a meandering 
direction, falls into the Plata, just below, the town 
of St. Lucia ; the other eastward, and disembogues 
Itself in the Uraguay. Through this last we en- 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 213 

tered the lake, which is picturesque m the (ex- 
treme. It has several islands on it, which abound 
with deer and vast quantities of wild fowl, with 
some few hares, whose flesh, I am told^ is delicious; 
but I hope soon to have an .opportunity of judg- 
ing for myself. The water of the lake is fresh, 
and remarkably sweet ; and on its banks, I find, 
are established several considerable presidencies, 
which are the most flourishing of any in the pro- 
vince : this is owing to the extreme fertility of 
the land, occasioned by the overflowing of tlie 
lake, which happens twice a year, and son?etimes 
oftener, according as the Plata is more or less agi- 
tated by the pampero during the equinoxes. 

We continued sailing about three leagues to the 
south-west, when we were agreeably surprised by 
the sound of martial music, which drew ne$irer as 
we advanced ; when our balsa taking a sharp turn 
round a point of land thick set with trees qf the 
most enlivening verdure, we were presented with 
a. scene the most pleasing and romantic that can 
well be imagined. The presidency opened to our 
sight, and presented at once si view truly grand 
and picturesque. The shore ws^s lined with peo- 
ple, the bells were ringing, and the military bandy 
assisted by a troop of choiristers, welcome4 our 
arrival. We immediately landed, and v^^c tq* 
^^Ysd with tears of joy by our venerable superico:, 
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father Pablo, who ha4 remained here for the sole 
purppse of personally resigning the power to fa* 
ther Hernandez. We then proceeded to t^ie 

• 

church, where we had holy water presented to us 
by the good pastpr* The major-general of t^c 
litde army trained in this neighbourhood came 
with the corrigidore, the fiscal, -and his feoientes, 
to pay their compliments of congratulation : in,* 
deed the whole community appeared, from thdr 
numbers, to be collected together for the same 

reason. The prayers of th^ church were sung ip, 

> 

a most inchanting manner by the young Indians, 
who still retain the same mode of performing di- 
vine service as that established by the Jesuits.^ 
They were all very neatly dressed in white sur- 
plices, and the church with its ornaments was 
ne^t in the extreme. It is a large but not lofty 
buildings of beautiful white stone, with a centre 
and two aisles, rather tastefully fitted up# The 
right-hand ai$le is app|:opriated for the men,_.an4 
the left for thjB women. The chancel is occupi^fl 
by the boys— ranged in. order— and their pr<^r 
ceptors, of whom they seem to §tand in the great? 
est awe. In the body of the church are di^pos^ 
the girls and their teachers. Both se^es were iclad 
in very neat dri^sses : that of the n>en^ m^d^ of 
thin black cloth, consists of a short doublet and 
large breef hes j th.eu; legs naked, a^d ©i)l their 
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'Ibet a v^ry pi^tty kind of sandal, made by them- 
Ijdves, of the skin of some beast in winter, and in 
9Umi»eF of a peculiar sort of long grass, which 
grows all over the province of Paraguay by the 
water side,, and k extremely tough and lastiqg.^ 

The habit of the women consists only of a large 
^y cotton garment, something like a shift, with 
fihQH sleeves, and reaching a little below the 
knees^ which is banded in round the waist with a 
girdle of coloured wool or cotton. They wear 
balf^boots or sandals, like the ipen ; and the mar- 
iried women have \^(^ their heads a cap made 
tight in front, but open behind, to let their hair 
bang down ; and many of theih wore crosses susr 
l^^ded from their necks, by strings of commQa 
U^ck b^ads, which the fathers carry with' them to 
th^ ^ttlements. 

Th^ young women wear no cap, but let their 
ha,?*,. which is remark^ ly long and thick? Q<Q^ loos^ 
0¥ev their shoulders.: it is parted on the top of 
the h^ad) and some few plait it ; but if brojught 
forAvard it would make an excellent veil. They 
are st;raigbt and well shaped, with lively animated 
features ; ^d no more like the poor Indians I saw 
at Buenos Ayres th^an, as Hamlet says, " Hype* 
rioB to a satyr :" so effectually does slavery, sor* 
row, and ill usage, destroy the finer fabric of man; 
These he?e look healthy, cheerful, and perfecdy 
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content : those at Buenos Ayres miserable squali4 
objects ; many of .them niaimed, from the hard- 
ships they endure, and all apparently praying for 
the hour that shall close their lives and miseries 
for *ven Here they arc neatly clothed, plentir 
fully fed, and comfortably lodged ; nor is there 
such a thing as a cripple to be seen among them ! 
there they have scarcely a rag to wrap round 
them, or a hovel to shelter them from the fury of 
the elements ; they partake of nothing but the 
meanest of victuals ; and if they are sick no one 
thinks it worth his while to trouble his head about 
them, but they are left to survive or perish, as 
Omnipotence shall ple^ise to appoint. What a 
contrast, my friend, is here ! Could we be surr 
prised if the flames of rebellion should, ere long, 
burst forth and overwhelm the treacherous un- 
suspectiiw Spaniards ? The Indians who go an- 
nually w pay the tribute or barter with the Eu- 
ropeans, cannot avoid seeing the suflFerings pf their 
devoted brethren* I could say much upon this 
subject, and I could prophesy events in times not 
far distant ; but in my present situation silence 
best becomes me. All appears quiet now ; but i 
fear, nay I am certain, it is but a deceitful calm 
that precedes a dreadful storm, which will, when 
least expected, break in fatal thunder upon the 
heads of the proud oppressors. Humau patience. 
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In every state of life, may be stretched to its ut» 
most limits, and yet forbear to turn ;' but let that 
limit once be passed, and woe to the tyrant who 
has tried how for he might injure with impunity ! 

When the ceremonies of the church were over 
we were conducted to the monastery— dedicated 
to St. Dominic — ^which is close to the church : it 
is a very 'neat edifice, two stories high, built of 
grey brick, which has a very pleasing appearance. 
There are at present only nine brothers, including 
our company; and when our superior leaves us he 
will take three of them away with him. The con- 
vent garden is very spacious, and well laid out, 
being kept in the nicest order. In the centre is a 
very pretty fountain with three branches, which 
are constantly throwing water into three diflPercnt 
channels, one leading to the bath, another* to the 
reservoir, and the third to the convent kitchen. 
Baths are more common here than at Buenos Ayres, 
owing to the heat being more fervent here than 
there by several degrees. 

In the church they have a most superb font of 
white Italian marble, adorned with most capital 
bas relief, representing the baptism of the mul- 
titude by St. John. This font was a present to 
the fathers of St. Dominic by cardinal York, 
whose name is held in the highest veneration 
throughout this province. This amjaWe and truly 
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worthy prelate sent some years ago two rDi&sion- 
^ries hither, and with them this valuable pr^sei^t. 
There are likewise in the church two picta;ce9j 
painted in Italy ; the one representing the con* 
version of a Jew, the other St. Paul preaching to 
thfe Corinthians. There hav^ been copies made 
of each by ^ome of the Indians^ which a^e ex* 
trepiely well executed, all things consideifed. Th^r$ 
are also two originals by native artists, one dis* 
playing purgatory, the other h^ll ; of these I can- 
not say any thing in prai&e, there i§ too ipuch 
bigotry and superstition evident in the designs; 
j^nd were I to describe? them minunely I doubt I 
$houW raise a §rpile. even upon ypur demure face, 

and* set our old friend K — ? grinmng niosit 

disrespectfully, for I am certain it womM recal fo 
\l\^ remembrajrice a large picture we saw owe in 

L square, which exhibited old Knight,, the 

femou$ SouthrSea swindler, sailing in a $hip^$ 
jpl|y-boat towards the infernal regions, with hia 
pockets stuffed full of money-bags, and his hands 
crammed with bpnds and debentures ; the old fel^ 
low dressed in a suit of scarlet ai^d gold and a 
full-bottomed perriwig, attended by a thousand 
dancing devils, with little dung-forljs in thei? 
hands, feady to shove the boat along if it did not 
go so fast as- they would h^ve it ; while the mouth 
9f a grctvt serpent, gaping wide, represented heU 
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ipj^^mg fgptU Faroes of fire, ^iwi hundreds of little 
inischievous imps §tood ready to receive and wel- 
^ come biro. . I have often recollected thi^ piece 
9^e my coin^ hither, and as often a lau^b has 
burst forth^ i^ spite of all «>y ^ivJeavoui:s to die 
4pwrtrai7. 

Th^ horn mare omdles in the. church here 
ihan any 1 have ever been in, either in the old 
vorld or the nevir ; which, as they are .all tallow, 
mJost, I think, occasion a very disagreeable smdl 
^nd warmth also, when th^ building is crowded, 
in summer ; and it is for this reason, I suppose, 
the windows are so contrived as to be laid entirely 
open, in order to admit a free current of air. 
There are several altars in the church besides the 
great one in thfe chancel, which is decorated every 
day with flowers by the children, who are some 
of the neatest and mpst docile little creatures I 
^ver bebeld« Both sexes ave dressed alike, in a 
gj^r^ieiit made like a shifty of white cotton, fa&tened 
round the waist with a belt of tyger skin, which 
in this province fs more beautiful than any brought 
from the East-Indies, the ground beiAg nearly of 
a bright yellow cokxur, the spots of a jet black, 
which has a very striking effect. A great many 
children are employed about the church, fof 
whi^h service they are i^lected by turns ; and none 
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can seem more happy than they do in this occu* 
pation. 

A week has no y elapsed since our arrival. The 
superior quits us to-morrow to return to Cordpvo, 
from whence it is supposed he will journey through 
the province of Tucuman to the city of Concep- 
tion, in Chili, What this long journey is under- 
taken for I cannot learn. I now feel the want df 
brother Jerome, ' whose friendly communications 
used sometimes to divert me exceedingly. Father 
Hernandez is very unwell ; he has not yet re- 
covered the shock he received at Tyger creek j 
but he is cheerful, and anxious to make every 
one around him so. This morning, in company 
with the superior, and attended by the novices 
and myself, he went roimd the presidency ; the 
corregidor, fiscal, and others, escorting us. This 
town is pretty large, and very regularly built. The 
streets^ which are in the Roman style, exactly 
parallel, are divided by plantations of trees, thick 
SQt^ oranges, lemons, citrons, myrtles of every 
various sort, and scores of other oderiferous shrubs, 
which as you pass regale the senses most delight- 
fully, and seem to give one a foretaste of those 
blissful regions where our religion tells us we 
shall rest fojr even Little currents of the "purest 
water run with gentle ' ripplings underneath the 
trees, over a smooth bed of ^mall round pebbles^ 
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The houses are, mostly built of clay, one. stoty 
high^ and covered with dies ; but the dwellings of 
the commandant, corrigidor, fiscal, and others of 
note, are higher, made of brick, and fitted up 
with every convenience* The public storehouse 
is in the centre of the town; it is one story high, 
very long and wide, divided into several apart- 
ments, so contrived as to receive every different 
article for nse or bartW, Formerly this store- 
,house was under the sole regulation of the rector, 
and by him only was the produce portioned out 
to the different fsimilies; but now the Spanish com- 
mandant claims a share in the distribution. How 
far this may be productive of good J will not take 
upon me to say ; but I will jdst give you a slight 
sketch of the Jesuits* manner of regulating these 
matters when they possessed an uncontrolled au- 
thority. 

All the product of the year, such as corn, 
maize, fruits, wool, and cotton ; all articles fqr 
barter, and in fact every thing the district afforded, 
was brought to these m^gazine^, where proper 
officers were appointed to i«eceive them, who took 
account of ev^ry particular, which was registered, 
together with the names of the persons wl^o de<* 
liyered them, and the day. No individual was al^ 
lowed to keep any thing in his own house save 
tl^e necessary quantity of corn, which on the first 
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of etery month was deKvered to iftftch fkthily lA 
propottion, accoi^dmg to the number of ^hkh it 
consisted ; and in the same matiaer they received 
ail other kinds of provision. Every day a cer- 
tain ntimber of cattle were slaughtered for the in- 
habitants, which, when killed, were taken to the 
store-house, where the officers attended to deliver 
the stated quatitity to the itta^er or thistress of 
each family j and if at any time they had oc- 
casion for more thaxl the general allowance it w^s 
immediately given them, but nothing was sU& 
fered to be wasted. In like manner they were 
supplied with clothes j for all the cotton they spun 
and wove, or any other article which they manu** 
factured — and they always were, ^nd are still, very 
industrious — was as soon as finished taken to the 
public stock, and at certain periods of the year 
every family received its proper quantity of apparel ; 
and as the articles were all without distinction of 
one fashion and colour^ there could not possibly 
be any partiality observed ili the distribution of 
them. .The officers and chiefs were only distin^* 
gnishable from the rest by a chain rotind the 
neck, a white wandr^ feather, fan, or some ^urfi 
simfiifi^ieculiarity. There were, and stSl ite^ 
two hospitals for the sick — one for the men, Ih6 
other for the women; where as soon as any" 
one is taken ill he is immediately .convened,- tr 
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ildn6 remain ill in their own housed. Each ho* 
spital ha^ a lay-brother to attend it, who is wdl 
skilled in surgery and physk, and has sevieral as- 
sistants under him* They huve likewise a large 
redn^ well scored with drugs, both iiatiYe and Eu^ 
r^ypfean. In feet, nothing is wanting to supply the 
WMits of either the healthy of the skk ; and, that 
tk^ otte might be neglected, several of the oldest 
aiid most experienced Indiana were appointed to 
j^erihtend the whole, and see that justice waa ad* 
ministerf^ m every department and the skk pro. 
perjy attended. How such wise regulations a^ 
ttiede should ever be subject to change I must 
oW\ IraAer $ut*prisa^ me ; but changed they cefir- 
tainly ^re» Instead of the' officers and super« 
intendants being selected by the rector only, they 
are now made subordinate to the military, who. 
are appointed by the governor of the province ; 
and instead of being commanded by Indian chiefs, 
they are subjected to a Spanish commandant and 
fiscal, to whom even the rector is answerable for 
the conduct of his flock. Many other alterations . 
have been madet which I fancy have gone near to 
overturn the wise regulations . established by the 
Jesuits, who, in my opinion, understood the true 
art of governing better than any other body of 
men in the universe. I shall soon know more of 
the changes which have taken place ; at present 
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I am rather hobbling in the dark^ and therefore 
may very well expect to stumble upon error. I 
can as yet only draw conclusions from what I am 
told — and people are sometimes given to lying — 
or from what I see ; and appearances are often de« 
ceitfiil. Time is the only true authority, and to 
that 1 trust for better information ; . but in the 
mean while no endeavours on my part shall bd 
wanting to accelerate the acquisition of tt. Holy 
St. Francis, what an irksome, dull, unprofitable 
state would life be if man were not stimulated to 
action by curiosity ! 

Adieu, my friend \ and depend upon it if any 
one is benefited by my researches it will be your- 
iielf, for ho other mprtal shares the confidence of 

Your3, &c. 
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LETTER XXlVw 

Jfo'o/a Mino'Tj November, 179^ > i 

I'ather Pablo has left us ; and. 
although he had been here no longer the whole 
town regretted his departure, and at the mqmerit 
"when he entered the balsa every eye was wet with 
tears. His affability and condescension have woii 
the heart of every individual. The bishop did 
tight indeed to send sUch a worthy man hither t 
For if any man could compose differences and re- 
concile jarring interests it was this benevolent 
Father; for the Spirit of the God of peace evi*- 
dently resides in his bosom. ' His selecting father 
Hernandez to supply his place plainly evinces th6 
necessity bf placing here a man of humanity and 
conciliatory mianners. I cannot as yet learn when 
the former rector left this place : for notie that we 
Found here, except the commandant, cortegidore> 
and fiscal, speak the Spanish language; and all 
of us have been particularly desired to make 
' "ourselves acquainted with the Indian tongue ^s 
quickly as possible. Our present superior already 
understands it. He has been at this presidency 
before, and speaks it fluently. He is extremely 
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anxious to *have all those about him as well versed 
in it as himself : I am inclined to obey him in all 
things, and have already acquired several words. 
One of the 8<icristans, a man of considerable abili- 
ties^ though an Indian, is ordered to attend me 
. every morning, to give me instructions in the 
, language, and ip several matters relative to the 

church service. I have been enjoined by father 

'y . • • .» <<...«.' ' ,-*■■ 

If ernandez to pay particular attention to his in- 

■ '»• •«. , ^ .. 

structions, since he is a very worthy man, and has 
.held his office near twenty years : but I am not 
. to take any. notice to him of any thing relative to 
/the war, or to let any one know that I am an 
Englishman and a prisoner j it being the wish of 
the superior to have me considered as a gentfeman 
. who voluntarily chose to come and reside here. 
The novices who came with us have been ailso en* 
Loined silence on the subject,- and never in con- 
versation to drop the smallest hint respecting my 
country ; they, therefore, affect to treat me as a 
native Spaniaxd. I fall in with all their humours: 
\ and were it not for writing to you, l should, I 
think, almost forgdt I am an, Englishman, espe^ 
. cially in these peaceful abodes. There is, it seems, 
. another presidency not many leagues distant on th« 
$ame side of the lake. At this presidency father 
Hernandez means to visit a venerable friend of his, 

* • ' - • I 

who has been lately appointed recfor, after having 
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u$petft hiis youth iampng ;thq (phequetoslxxdlans, nejir 
.to.ithe. $pptv,wbere %\i^ fjata ta}i(es ^ts. i:([isp, j^l^oye 
'<ight. hundred tniles frQpihejice, . 

.rAllis.Diot rightjil fear, in this cprnmijiiityr ?s 
/.the. greatest, .vigilance, appears. Jo- ,be pljserv^d , by 
..the mfliibary. = It was pne.i.oif the.sentijijelsj/aLt,tbe 
<?ut-^>tti thatf dif^cp.Mered: thq ^ppijp^ 
\a8TtlJiey have rpund the heidJiusidy ty,hichi (fpncef^Is 
Ja.,^ffie ^©uit Ljof. ^yiew the. pres^ency. • J3e gaye 
'.notice o£:<)ur ibeing, at hafld,, j%nd thai; q(^asionfd 
the drums and trump^tSi.whicb, we.^^^rdat qur 
-.approach. These sentinels are stationed at such 
convenient distances, that notice of any event can 
be sent a very considerable way by the beating of 
<lrums, or firing signals ; and by these means, if 
any of the towns are attacked by the roving 1^- 
-dians — which has been not unfrequently the case — 
the signals are instantly made, and the troops be* 
ionging to the next presidency hasten to the im- 
mediate succour of their friends. By this I un- 
derstand there are regular alarm posts, entirely 
round the lake. I am of opinion some attack or 
other has been made lately ; for never did I see 
such strict watch enforced, even at the frontier 
towns in Germany, as is observed here. Whether 
it arises from fear of an open and avowed enemy, 
•or recent domestic treachery, or the effects of for- 
mer discipline, I know not ; but certain I am there 
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is something to be feared ; and were it not so 
very far from the , coast, and in a country where 
there are but few mines of gold or silver, and no 
gems like those of Golconda, I should be tempted 
to conclude they expected a visit from some of my 
countrymen : but, unless they cjiose- to come here 
and turn farmers and graziers, and cultivate this 
rich and fertile soil, I doubt they would hardly 
make it worth their while to come so far : but to 
those who possessed local ideas only this would be 
a mine of wealth. Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXV. 

I 

m 

I • - ' f 

. . Rhfa Minor, December, 1797- 

How restless, my dear friend, is the 
mind^of man ! ever on the wing in pursuit of new 
objects to gratify curiosity or dissipate spleen ; 
and as soon as the- novelty ceases we regard it 
with insipidity, and, perhaps, disgust. At first we 
consider new and pleading objects with a kind of 
rapture^ and think ^e cannot possibly ever get 
tired of them ; but by a repetition of viewing and 
reviewing they become familiar to the organs of 
sight, and we begin by little and little to regard 
them with indifference ; and we say to ourselves, I 
saw this yesterday, it is the same to-day. We then 
wish to fly in pursuit of something more new, an4 
which we foolishly imagine will prove more in- 
teresting j but, alas ! find ourselves deceived. Every 
thing that 1 have proved yet tires on repetition, 
except an intelligent well-informed person : in the 
conversation of such a one you are sure to have " 
something new, something to interest the heart, 
from whence all dull monotony is banished. I* 
have often in England, and indeed other places, 
g4;$ed w^th a sort of enthusiastic transport QX) % 
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beautiful woman, and thought her the most pcr% 
feet workmanship of God till I have conversed 
with her, when, to my utter mortification, I have 
discovered my supposed^ divinity *a mere mortal, 
without tven common sense or energies. I have 
instantly- beconie tired of such an uninteresting 
coftfpanion, and have* hastened to sdrfk for one less 
hand8ame,ibut perhaps more stocked with^be gifts* 
of sense and undfer standing. I haw* been led intoi^ 
thesfe reflections by a discovery of my own weak- 
ness. You may remember L told ypu' at Buenosti 
Ayresi inone of my letters, that T had an earnest 
vfish. to ramble over Paraguay : I obtained my~ 
Wish, and was brought hither ; and for some day» 
after I' had left- the city I regarded the balsa as* 
the most pleasant room l^had ever been in.. The 
rivers as r passed,: and woods by which they were* 
skirted, I vie Wed as the most wonderful works of. 
the great Creator. When I entered upon the lake; 
new beauties opened^ to my view, arid a new. field' 
of admiration presented itself which w^ay soever 
I, turned my eye^. I gazedy wonderfed, arid ad- 
mired ; and theii thought I should never; x:ease to. 
contcfmplate its varied beauties. These scenes are. 
npw becofne familiar to mej and at thnes 1 cannot 
htlp wishing myself on the* Bay of Biscay, though 
it should chance to be in one of its most turbulent 
moods I yet when' this wislil escapes me I in- 
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^lantly think, why cannot I be at peace ? why not 
^njoy the calin serenity of the scenes around mcy 
or mix with, pleasure in the placid contentment of 
the convent? After musing for a moment, rtake 
shame to myself, and check the wancfcring spirit 
tliat so often rises in ' rebellion . against ^e : fheri 

again the words of Polydore occur to me, wh^rd 

«.' , ■••■>• . • ... '. ., ^ 

he says — 

'' I would be, busy in the world, and learn 5 
Not> like a coarse and useless dunghill weed, 
Fi^'d to one spot, and rot just as I grow.** 

Then I fly off again like a tangent, and actually 
wish for the wings of a bird^ that I might rove 
unmolested over earth, seas, and clouds, gd wher6 
I chose, and stop where I thought properl, wholly 
free from the anxieties and cares which infest arid 
embitter "the lot of mortals. But away with these 
phantasies ! you ^hall hear how my hours are eni- 
ftbyed. We rise with the dawn, when the'wholS 
parish attends mass ; none are permittied to be ab^ 
sent, unless from sickness, pr some other material 
cause. Mass over, eacTi one betakes hiiriself't<i 
ins employ— the childreb to school, the meii and 
women' to work— till eight o'clock,' whieii they 
lireakfast : when tfiis repast is finished, V^hrch is 
not long about, the bell rings to call the children 
to the church to say their catechism ai:id cHiuni 
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the service. The boys lead in the chancel : the girls^ 
standing in the body of the church, make the re-i 
sponses in a very pleasing and pious manner^ 
Prayers ov?r, they s^gain go to school, where the 
boys are diight every useful branch th^t suits their 
genius \ the girls to rqid, write, sew, spin, weave, 
and every other female employment. The teach, 
ers are, without enlarging on their merits, some 
pf the most well?informed and most intelligent 
perisons I have ^ytt met with : but, not content 
with the abilities of the teachers, Some of the most 
experienced and sensible of the parishioners super-! 
intend by turns the schools, ^nd inspect the invr 
provements of the children ; so that the teacher^ 
cannot be remiss iu their duty without subjecting 
themselves to the censures of their superiors, who 
are always the chiefs aiid heads of families, At 
mid-day they dine, and are allpwed ?in hour for rcr 
creation ; when they again gq to sphpol, where 
they continue till near sunset, when the bell again 
rings for prayers, at whiqh, as in the morning, the 
whple parish assjsmbles, where they recount theif 
beads, hear the evening prayer^, sing the hy^^^? 
apppinted, receive theif* rector's benediction, and 
repair to their houses, wh^re they ta|ee their sup- 
pers of bread, fruit, and cbica. This repast is 
fopi^ ended, when fevery family betake them- 
selves to bed : and thus passes eich revolving day^ 
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Our commmnity dine at twelve : an hour after din- 
ner is spent in conversation over our fruit, and a 
small portion of Cuyo wine, which has been sent 
98 a present to the fathers. The hour expired, 
each betakes himself to his different oc<3|apation ; 
— some of the brothers visit the sick, others attend 
those that are employed in the offices of the 
church, such as cleaning, ornamenting it, and so 
forth. The novices and myself study the language, 
or read to the superior, whose health, I' am sorry 
to observe, is not as it should be. The loss of 
this good man will be severely felt whenever it 
shall please Omnipotence to take him hence, for 
he is already regarded by the Indians as their 
father. 

There are fourteen Spaniards attached to the 
military and the stores; but there is very little 
communication between them and the fathers. 
Don Solicarpo do Zulucta is the commandant : he 
is a man q{ stern and forbidding manners : he 
does not appear to like his situation ; it is coo local 
for one that, has been used to the gay intercourse 
• of a city. There are four Spanish ladies here, or 
rather Creoles ; one of them is wife to the com- 
mandant, the other three are her relations, I have 
seen them but twice, at church. They are none 
of them pretty. They spoke to our superior with 
^ air pf what I thought forced cgndescension j 
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and they as^ed a.niultitude of question^ but they 
were not polite, enough to attend to the answers* 
Their^eyej were directed to the spot where stood 
the npvices.and myself, l^ie commandant's lady 
is named. donna. Teresa Tar^el. She Js pregnant, 
and near her time \ for which, it se^ms^ gT?<^t pre- 
parations are making. But that period, so much 
dreaded by the ladies in Englai^d, is not here con- 
sidered in any othej- light then a mere trifling in- 
disposition.; at least it is so by the Indian women, 
who are seldom confined more than two or three 
days, and some not at all. Whether, it is so gentle 
with the crpole ladie$ I will not take upon me to 
say. The beds ujed up6n^tl]ese occasions are placed 
on bedsteads as high as those commonly used ii^ 
Franice; and, like them, they have no feather*bfds. 
The lower mattresses are comppsed of pimento 
leaves, stitched in fine cotton : tl^e upper ones are 
m^de of ^^ wool, or the dp>yn of geese, Iwd be- 
tvteen pimento leaves, and co^vered with aiil^ or 
velvet, ^most commonly the latter; but this de; 
pends pn the riches of the owner. The sheets are 
generally of very fine qot^on, neatjiy trimmed with 
lage ; the blankets of the finest Spanish wopl^ very 
thiu ; the cove i lid of silk pr velvet, fring^i wit^ 
gold; the curtains, in summer, ^re made of Turkey 
pr East-India gauze, elegantly painted : these cur- 
tsiins £U[Q l^ept close drawn, and fastened down 
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widi .sinallr » hfooks to th«r l«y^est mattresSs except a. » 
sQoiaUjdace'Qn.OTiie side^ jupt|t^ide enough fo. ad«^^ 
mk t thof attendaikt^ \yhe, ; vtf hek within, carefiij]^ . 
chises . the :'aportvir^ ia ^ qird^r =! to prey^ ^ tl?e i^v^ , 
titeioa^of .swBJrms of flies, whicji here, are- nMoi^ . -. 
bcries5>'. and: which i gj(^iierally infest the room. 
viifcerBi the sicfc, are^ , iq . pr^erence to any ot^er 
part:o£ thchoUse^i Rythi^ arpfice these trouble-, 
some- intruders- are compfelli^d to . keep a respect- . 
ful- distanoe^ though mjuchttq their regret j. for on. 
my conscierice therei af'€rnot:in existence such in- 
defatigable foes a§ these tedious insects. If they 
are on^ moment, as we suppose, effectually routed, 
dispersed, and actually driven away, yet in a few 
minutes they will contrive to rally all their forces, 
and, with more spiteful malignancy than ever, re- 
turn to the charge. The whole house is in alarm; 
mops, made of feathers, dipped in lemon juice an4 
lime-water, are flourished about in all directions, 
and as many is this libation souses become victims, 
but the far gr,eater number take shelter under the 
wings of their neighbours ; and when this is found 
to be the case nothing but a most cursed smoke, 
made from burning wet leaves and half-dried grass, 
will rid the house of these infernal tormentors. 
The leaves and grass, being wetted with lemon 
juice, are set on fire in a .large earthen dish with 
sides about six inches high, and placed in the 
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middle of the room.- This is kept burnings or 
rather mouldering, till the enemy is dislodged, and 
this is the only thing that can procure a'short re- 
spite from their cursed stings: and short indeed is 
the respite ; for no sooner is one swarm destroyed 
and the smoke evaporated than new squadrons 
arrive, armed cap-a-pie ; and before the stench of 
the smoke is well out of the -house in they come, 
and at it they go tooth and nail. There is no stand- 
ing this; and I instantly hasten to my room, where, 
being solitary, they seldom intrude. Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXVI. 

lUoja Minor, Jan. 17J)8.' 

Every hour that I spend with my 
Indian instructor teems with information yet more 
interesting than the former. This morning, during 
one of our rambles, he imparted several particulars 
that I was extremely desirous of obtaining, but 
principally relative to the herbs used in such cases 
of illness as mine on my first arrival at Monte 
Video, and which I think may be of essential ser- 
vice in England during most epidemic diseases* 
I am certain, from experience, that if properly ap- 
plied it cannot fail of curing those who may un- 
fortunately have caught the infection ; for we have 
herbs in our country that will very nearly work 
the same eflfects as those reared in Tu(:uman, only 
the process must be different. But observe the 
following rules, and I will venture my life that not 
one in a hundred will die ; Take of camomile, 
rosemary, wormwood, rue, and featherfew^ of each 
a large handful ; set them on the fire in a large 
pipkin, or bell- metal pot ; cover them with tw<y 
gallons of water^ and let them boil till the strength 
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is entirely drawn out ; then take about half a peck 
of the best unslaked lime, put some of it in an 
earthen pan unglazed, pour the herb decoction hot 

^ upon it, and as th^^moke ascetids let the patientV 

head be^held over it in such a position as to in- 

hald thefumes at the mouth, nose, and ears ; and 

-a$ the vipours die away fresh knobs of lime must 

/ he thrown in^ and this to-be con timteda$^ng as 
the party infected tcan bear > it. In . tihe mean tioae 
let some poire strong lime-water be fiGUkde, of which 
take a. quarter of: a pint---mQre.Dr le$s^ propor- 
tioned to the. habit of body of . the padeat : i . «nix 
With itthree table. spoonfuls of the herb -decoction 
hotiy and give it to the sick person :as'.'SQoa as he or 
4he is placed in a warm- bed. . Let/thcibody^-and 

• particularly the head^ be carefully kepft nvarm^ .^o as 
- to prevent any check to the perspiration th^t will 

ensue upon this operation ; but at;.thc same .time 
preserve a free circulation of air. . through the 
apartment, that all efQuvia arising item the infected 
person may pass instantaneously off:; in xascof 
thirst, give the patient plentifully to drink otfi.^trong 
green tea warm, but without milkror^sugar j;.and 
in ?7i? stage of the disorder: either rbleed -or *bUster, 

• ior such a measure might be immediately £ataL . 

This' dose and fumigation.. muse be tepeated^as 
often as the patient. can support it,.tilhai£a€a/md- 
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ment takes place ; and in prions, or otiier places 

where a great many may be confined together, it 

will be necessary to have the room fi^nigated like^ 

wise. This i-emedy must be>applied as soon' as 

'j^bssible after' the attack of the disorder-,' which is 

''^rfesently' known by a sickness and headach, '&nd 

Svhich 'sddom spares' any European on his^ariival 

bn thes^ shofes. It is with some dreadfufly vio* 

lent in its effects, frequently terminating, if not in 

' death, at least in total insanity ; and many of it$ 

symptoms partake of the nature of the yellow fever, 

a species of which was very prevalent in Engliand, 

I remetiiber, in the year 1779 or thereabout/ 

Yesterday morning some of our trading In» 
dians brought to father Hernandez several very 
beautiful skins of different wild animaW preserved 
and dressed in a peculiar delicate manner, and a 
variety of curious birds stuffed and scented with 
great art, and had a very pleasing effect. They 
likewise, to my no small astonishmentj produced 
aquantity of gold exceedingly fine and pure, partly 
in ingots and partly in dust. This latter article 
of gold, I Understand, is collected among the moun* 
tains -and upland springs on the b^nks of the Ura» 
guay ; ' and the Indians, with great ingenuity, 
" contrive to send it to Buenos Ayres, and exchange 
it in a contraband way with the American mer« 
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chants and other foreigners. This traffic, hoW» 
ever, is kept a profound secret by the trusty few 
who are employed in collecting the metal , and by 
whom it has hitherto been monopolised. Fathef 
Hernandez and many others of the clergy wink at 
this procedure^ but we have great reason to believe 
that the government at Buenos Ayres Suspects 
this treasure to have been discovered by the presi* 
dencies, and meditates a! still further infringement 
of the Indians' liberties, to force a disclosure of the 
source from whence this newly-found wealth is 
derivedj than which nothing is more dreaded by 
the natives in whose possession it lies. The sup* 
posed internal poverty of their land has hitherto 
been their only protection — and a feeble one it is, 
Heaven knows — against the rapacious cruelty of 
Spanish governors, inquisitors, and tax-men* The 
known discovery of any spot of ground contaim'ng 
either gold or silver would immediately and ine- 
vitably ensure the destruction and death of its in- 
nocent possessors. 

Most fervently do I pray that my just and gener- 
ous countrymen may in time become the masters 
of this high-favoured region, and be the Jenient 
. governors of this ingenious unoffending people, 
who. would make, I am now convinced, the best 
^subjects in the world to such a gracipus liberal- 
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minded sovereign as now reigns in our happy isle ; 

where conquest and humanity go hand in hand, 

and where so many millions enjoy privileges and 

blessings they scarcely know how to appreciate. 

Not so 

Your sincere friend. 
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LETTER XXVII. 

Rioja Minor, Jan, 1798. 

I HAVE this morning been on the lake, 
which abounds with a vast variety of fine fish, which 
the Indians take in various ways : — some with a line, 
as with us ; others by a spring. The latter is a cu- 
rious way : they fasten a hook: with a bait to it to a 
long branch of willow, which grows in great profu- 
sion on the banks of the lake : the branch to which 
the hook is attached is' bent, by means of a cord, 
to the edge of the water ; this cord is fastened t6 
the willow close to the bank, and by means of two 
sticks placed crossways on the back of the tree; 
the moment the fish takes the bait the cord gives 
way, and the hook rises with the fish attached to 
it. 1 his method is observed to catch trout, which 
are here in great abundance, and of the finest size 
and flavour I ever tasted. Sometimes they drew 
the seine, but this is a new introduction: previous 
to this the Indians used to place themselves in their 
canoes and watch the passing fish, at which they 
would dexterously aim a dart, and in less than a 
minute they would see the fish rise to the surface 
of the water with the arrow in it, which they seized^i 
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and drew the fish into the canoe. I saw three 
large fish, resembling in colour and taste our sal- 
mon, caught in this way, which is indeed very 
amusing. The eye of every Indian appears to me 
to possess the properties of the hawk, or they 
could not, I think, dart the arrow so unerringly into 
the fish as they do. It is very pleasant to be on 
the lake before light in the morning, but after that 
it becomes much too hot. I seized the oppor- 
tunity of being alone with the Indian — ^for there 
was but one in the boat with me-^to take a hasty 
sketch of the town from the lake. The point from 
which I took it was not so well adapted for the 
purpose as I could have wished ; but I made the 
best of what presented itself, and will, if possible, 
send it you. Father Hernandez is very unwelL 
He has done me the honour to consult me on his 
case. I frankly told him I had never studied me- 
dicine, and all the knowledge I possessed had been 
gathered in my rambles through different coun« 
tries, and the necessity I had been frequently im- 
der of administering to my own wants in places 
where medical advice could not be obtained ; and 
by diligent observations on the effects of my own 
applications I had gathered a slight knowledge of 
drugs and simples, sufficient to direct me in pre- 
scribing for myself, and by that means I had often 
preserved my health ; but I doubted my abilities in 
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prescribing to others. These observations, he 
said, still more convinced him that I understood 
diseas^es; and therefore strenuously requested I 
would prescribe for him. I acquiesced in his 
wishes ; and going to the hospiial, where all the 
drugs are kept,^ I made up, as far as my judgment 
could direct, what I thought would be of real ser- 
vice to him. He took it, reposing the greatest con- 
fidence in my skill. It has had, thank God, very 
salutary effects : he is better, but still very unwell. 
I have advised him to go across the lake to .the 
town of Itu, situated on the banks of the Parana, 
where there is, I am informed, a very valuable 
spring, which is of great efficacy in weak and de- 
bilitated habits : he has complied with my advice, 
and told me it is his intention to go thither im- 
mediately. I am to accompany him. The father 
companion will take charge of the flock during the 
superior's absence. He is not much liked by the ge- 
nerality : they regard him as a man of austere man- 
ners, wholly devoid of that benevolence and mildness 
of character which mark father Hernandez. This 
good man, I am much afraid, will not survive long: 
his soul seems already detached from earth. There 
is a something about him which I find not in any 
other except our aged superior at BuenOs Ayres, 
to whom, I find, father Hernandez is related, being 
.his nephew by the mother's $ide. Neither of these 
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good men embraced the monastic life from choice : 
necessity', dire necessity, backed by parents' 
stern commands, consigned them both',' at an early 
age, to retirement and obscurity. Father Hernan- 
dez in youth loved, and was beloved by; 'an amiable 
and lovely woman ; but he had an eld^ brother, 
and to his aggrandisement became a victim. Thisf 
cruel determination decided his fate : the lady was 
married to his more fortunate brotherj and him- 
self doomed td a life of celibacy and sorrow ; for 
though five-and-forty years have elapsed since that 
fetal period, he has never ceased to regret her 
loss ; and it is this bitter recollection, I am certain, 
which aggravates his bodily sufferings : for although 
he is, I think, as sincere a Christian as this world 
can boast, yet the agitation of his mind at times 
disorders the whole nervous system. You, who 
know what I have suffered from a similar affliction, 
can well imagine how sincerely I participate in all 
his sorrows, and how anxious I must be to ad- 
minister comfort and consolation to him. He has 
been too much indisposed since his arrival to take 
any active steps towards the regulation of several 
abuses which he hinted to me on our voyage, but 
as soon as he gets better a thorough alteration is 
to take place in every department. There seems 
to be a kind of jealousy between the clergy and 
%\l^ military — who are not ^ow dependant on the 
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rector, as formerly they were : for there are here 
but two estates instead of three, and, if I am not 
mistaken, in a few years one will entirely over- 
throw the other; for when once 'suspicion gets 
footing in the body politic of a government, that 
government stands on a tottering foundation. Fa- 
ther Hernandez sees this approaching evil, and, I 
am well persuaded, dreads it also. Peace and good- 
will to all the world is the motto of this righteous 
man, and I am certain nothing would go nearer to 
hasten his end than the knowledge of these inof- 
fensive people being subject to the military yoke. 
The means by which this extraordinary change is 
to be effected are not as yet very apparent ^ but I 
fear it is the intention of the Spanish politicians, 
who now take a principal part in the administra- 
tion of affairs in this province, to oblige the clergy 
by little and little totally to overthrow the admir- 
able structure founded by the Jesuits^ upon a bas^ 
which should seem calculated to defy the under- 
minipg arts of even a Mazarine or a Goertz : but 
no establishment, I am now convinced, can exist 
beyond its appointed period. The clergy have 
had their reign of uncontrolled dominion, in this 
as in all other countries : whose will now succeed 
Heaven only knows ; but I could prophecy, * with 
a near aim to the main chance of things as yet not 
come to light'— but let that rest. The Spaiuardf 
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may think to hold these injured people in the most 
Ravish bondage, but in vain ; there are no links of 
gratitude or confidence to bind the union. Forper 
vrrongs added to present impositions will rise in 
battle array against them* Omnipotence will as* 
sist the oppressed in their efforts for emancipation, 
and the now mourning natives of these southern 
regions may in a few years more enjoy in happy 
liberty those acquirements and advantages they 
have so dearly purchased. 

I am now effectually cut oflF from hearing any 
news of your part of the other hemisphere, and 
most probably shall for a long time remain so ; 
for if I can obtain the happiness of travelling to 
distant places with father Hernandez I shall not 
form a wish to return to Buenos Ayres : and though 
I continue to write to you I cannot hope to receive 
a letter from you in return. The Indian cacique 
who has the care of th^ fishery has promised to 
take charge of any papers I may wish to have sent to 
don Manuel Robledo, whom he personally knows ; 
having several times had dealings with him at Bu- 
enos Ayres, on his annual visits to that city for the 
purpose of barter. 

This Indian is a very sensible ingenious man: 
there is scarcely any thing that you can describe 
to him but he immediately comprehends. I told 
him about a week ago that I wanted a box to be 
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made of cedar- wood, with a secret drawer to hotd 
my letters : the manner of forming it I described 
to him as near as I could rememb^ to that I had 
finished in London, and to help his imagination I 
slightly drew a sketch. He said but kw words on 
the subject ; but this morning, immediately after 
mass, he cameto me,and presented one of the neatest 
and most ingenious articles of the kind I ever saw : it 
is so contrived, that unless you are acquainted with 
the secret spring it is impossible to get at any thing 
contained in one half of it j and examine it ever so 
nicely, you cannot perceive the deception. His ready 
conception and artful execution surprised me 
greatly ; and with the greatest pleasure I presented 
him two pistoles, which made him nearly frantic 
with joy, for none here are allowed to possess any 
thing independent of the public stock : but as this 
trifle of mine was given to him without the knof*¥- 
ledge of any one but ourselves, I advised him to 
keep it secret, and take the piastre I had agreed to 
give him to the general repository : and as every 
thing each individual does is known to the teni- 
entes, this box of mine was looked upon as a mere 
article of convenience ; but the secret part bf it \s 
known only to the maker and myself: I have se- 
cured his silence, and all is very well. I mean the 
private drawer to hold all my writings except mere 
letters of business, which I am permitted to write 
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to don Manuel. My friendly Indian has promised 
me when he goes next to Buenos Ayres to take 
my secret with him to that gentleman, whom he 
will instruct to open the box, take out what I may 
send, and forward any thing he would wish to 
have conveyed to me in the same manner back ; 
while the open part of the box, when taken from 
hence, will contain nothing but wjiat all the world 
may see : and don Manuel is to return the like. 
Thus far I am safe : all that I have wrote since 
my arrival here is already deposited within it ; and 
this, when I close it, shall be put there likewise : 
therefore when it reaches you, you will see you have 
no occasion to be uneasy on my account. But how 
wild I am talking ! God only knows whether you 
•will ever receive this or any others that I have ad- 
dressed to you : but if you should, do not neglect 
writing to me in return, and direct your letters to 
don-MaliuePs; for there is a possibility, though but 
a possibility, of their coming to my hand. Exist- 
ing circumstances must govern your pen. Don M. 
Jias my instructions respecting all affairs at New 
'X prk ; so all there is safe. Adieu ! Your^, 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

Presidenci/ ofKumbre de Dios, Jan, l/QS. 

We set out for Itu the morning be* 
fore yesterday^ and crossed the lake in a tartane, 
that is, a long boat with sails ; the after part of it 
covered with an awning made of reeds and manicoe 
leaves, neatly banded down with osiers. There is a 
kind of out-rigger attached to the side, which in sud- 
den squalls is so contrived as to lift up and enclose 
those that are under the awning in a very compact 
and comfortable manner. This is a much plea- 
santer mode of travelling than in the balsas ; for 
you are not confined to either a sitting or a lying 
posture, neither is your eye pained to observe the 
hard labour of the poor fellows at the oars. There 
is most commonly a fine breeze on the lake, which 
cools the air, and sends on the vessel with great 
celerity. We left Rioja Minor at nine in the 
morning, and, as the wind was fair without vari- 
ation, we reached the presidency of Nombre de 
Dios about six in ttie evening. 

The beauties of the lake during our voyage were 
picturesque in the extreme. Small islands, coveted 
with wood and stocked with deer, are dispersed in 
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every direction : on some of them are scattered 
little romantic huts inhabited by Indians, who reside 
there for the purpose of catching wild-fowl or 
gathering eggs, which are laid in every bush by the 
water birds : some of those are deliciously cooked in 
the Indian way, which is roasting, or rather balding, 
them, in a small oven made of hot stones. 

Father Hernandez ordered the boat, to be put 
in at one of these islands, on which were about 
ten Indians, who readily came to us, bringing with 
them broiled fish, baked eggs, some excellent 
cakes, and fresh honey ; also a large bottle of 
chica, and a smaller one of brandy. " We gladly 
accepted their provision, and sat down upon the 
long grass to partake of it. This grass, which was 
in most places near two feet high, they assured us 
was but of a week's growth, owing to the fogs 
which overspread the islands by night, and the in- 
tense power of the sun by day ; and Imust own such 
rapid vegetation very much surprised me. When 
about four or five feet high the Indians cut it 
down, and make cushions, beds, and carpets ; which 
they sell in the towns, and are as soft, if not softer, 
than our horse-hair mattresses, as they possess an 
elastic silky quality, and are not liable to close in 
hard lumps like the hair or wool, owing to the 
dextrous manner in which the Indians weave or 
rather plait them. Some people will have them 
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wove with leaves of the fig, manicde, pimento, and 
other trees, intermixed with the grass ; and these 
kind are very pretty to look at, as the form of the 
leaves is exactly preserved. I have ordered one 
of these carious beds to be made for me, and sent 
to our convent ; but whether I shall be allowed the 
use of it or not I cannot say. Baskets are also 
made of this grass, in so neat and subtile a manner 
as to hold any kind of liquid : our chica was 
served up in one, and the brandy was in a bottle 
of the same. The manufacture of these simple 
articles convinces me that the Indians only want 

r 

^proper instructors' and liberty to equal, if not suri 
pass, any civilised nation in every work of art of 
ingenuity. Father Hernandez bought a beautiful 
basket, and two bottles, to take as a present to the 
predicador mayor at Nombre de Dios. This pre- 
sidency has not been established above five years ; 
it is therefore^ in its infant state, and entirely mo-^ 
delled according to the new code. As soon as 
our arrival was announced, the predicador eame 
out to receive us, dressed in his sacred vestmentsj 
attended by all the community, who welcomed our 
good superior with the most lively pleasure. We 
were immediately conducted to the church and 
most profusely sprinkled with holy water, and per-* 
fumed with some very costly incense out of a silver 
pot. This last part of the ceremony was a novelty 
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to us all ; but I assure you it seemed very grateful 
to my olfactory nerves, and my clothes still retain 
the fragrance. While a pretty Indian youth, dress- ' 
ed in his surplice, was holding my garments over 
the incense, I could not help imagining myself ia 
Asia Minor ; but the music, and the voices singing 
Te Deunij presently dispelled the illusion. 

The church of this presidency is small, but very 
regularly built ; as is the convent, where there are 
only five brother^ at present : there have been more, 
but they are gone on missions among the Zamu- 
cos, who inhabit near the banks of the river Pilco- 
mayo, a considerable distance from Nombre de 
Dios, on the opposite side of the Plata, where there 
are but very few establishments ; it being a nation 
of wild^roving Indians, who have sworn everlasting 
hatred to the Spaniards: as a proof of which f was 
shewn a musical instrument something resembling 
the pipes of Pan, made out of the bones of one of 
the missionaries they sacrificed among them some > 
years ago ; and it seems it is their usual custom to 
form such articles from the bones of all the Spa- 
niards who are unfortunate enough to fall into 
their hands. From such accounts as these I should, 
I think, entertain but little relish for the hazardous 
undertaking of converting them : but such is the 
zeal with which many are inspired that there is no 
difficulty in getting candidates for this desirable 
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office ; on the contrary, all the brothers are emuU 
ous to obtain the appointment, and the Gospel still 
continues to spread, though very slowly, among 
the Zamucos, who are nearly as wild and savage 
as the natives of the middle part of Amazonia, 
who are, by all report, a most ferocious set of 
beings, bearing in form alone the semblance of 
humanity. 

Whatever glory may be attached to the calling 
of a missionary, I do not think I should be easily 
moved thereto, as my friend Dempster at Philadel- 
phia used to say, when we were talking to him of 
. any amusement. 

The country -round Nombre de Dios is much 
the same in point of lowland beauty as that on the 
' other side of the lake ; and between this place and 
Itu-^which is about forty miles distant — is one 
entire plain, where thousands of horses run wild, 
and the Indians every way round are a nation of 
Arabs, eternally on horseback; and this convenience 
of riding instead of walking wherever they choose 
to go is one of the few benefits they have derived 
from the invasion of the Spaniards, for the actions 
of none in this quarter are controlled by any but 
their own caciques, unless it is such as live in the 
towns of the presidencies."' 

I am promised by the predicador mayor a full 
account of the customs and manners of six differ* 
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ent nations among whom he has resided withla 
these last eighteen years : this account is to be 
prepared against our return to Rioja Minor, which 
is meant to be in about six weeks, if my venerable 
friend does not derive any essential benefit from 
the waters of Ariciffe. The predicador's name is 
Antonio Sisternas : he appears to be a man of hu- 
manity, but not much gifted with understanding ; 
a plain simple soul, who will never, I am certain, 
be accused of either treachery or oppression ; for 
he has not head-piece enough for the one, nor re- 
solution enough for the other. 

We shall go from hence to Itu in a kind of car 
something like those used in Russia, between a 
coach and a cart : this is drawn by four and some- 
times six horses, for here these valuable animab 
may be had for the trouble of catching them, aft 
they run in drives wild over the immense plains^ 
covered with the richest verdure. When the In- 
dians are in want of any they go in parties of eight 
or ten to the plain, each with a long rope in hi^ 
hand, at one end of which is a running noose* 
When they have fixed on a place convenient to 
begin their operations, one half of the men 4rivc 
a number of the horses towards the spot where 
the others are stationed with the ropes ready, when 
the moment the beasts come near each man en* 
deavourg to throw the noose over the neck of chc 
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one nearest to him. If he effects this he imitie- 
diately runs off, still holding the rope ; by which 
means the noose is pulled tight, and goes near to 
strangle the poor prisoner, who after a few inef- 
fectual struggles quiedy submits to his enslaver : 
the moment the hunter perceives him stagger, froni 
the tightness of the rope round his neck, he runs 
up and mounts him ; then slackening the cord a 
little by degrees he makes the animal move round 
in a circle so extremely fast, that both horse and 
rider become in a short time completely sick and 
( giddy. They stop when they think he is like tp 
drop, and when recovered again begin the same 
round, until the beast is perfectly exhausted : they 
then lead him home, where m a few days he is 
thoroughly tamed, and becomes so very docile that 
a child of four years old might manage him. There 
are no saddles or bridles used here, nor are they 
even heard of : the Indians ride exactly like the 
English country bumpkins, bare-ridged, with an 
halter made of the long grass tightly wove, and 
the same kind of rope serves as harness for the 
cars used at the presidencies ; indeed they answer 
every purpose of leather, the use of which is here 
but little known, except for exportation. 

How many useful and important blessings which 
in the more civilised part3 of the world are coveted 
€ven beyond their value are here thrown away, or 
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held in no estimation whatever ! Great God ! ho^^ 
little .is thy munificence regarded in this highly* 
favoured country, and hov/ poorly are thy boun* 
ties understood ! The Indians seem all to reason 
tvith my favourite Goldsmith, when he says— 

" Man wants but little here below^ 
Nor wants that little long.'* 

Their wishes seem limited to the mete natural 
wants of the day that passes over' th6tn ; for all 
beyond they care not^ save for an opportunity of 
gratifying the inveterate enmity they bear towards 
their Spanish oppressors. Adieu I Yours* 
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LETTER XXIX. 

February f l^QS. 

We are now at the presidency of 
^aint Mary and Saint John, near which is the me- 
dicinal spring of AricifFe, about a league and a half 
from the river Parana : it is a very considerable 
establishment^ and under very wise regulations. As 

, far as I have yet seen, it is conducted on the same 
|)lan as that of Rioja Minor, which partakes more 
of the old system than the new. We arrived on 
the eve of their annual festival : the Bells were set 
a-ringing to announce us ; several guns were fired ; 
with other demonstrations of joy. We were, as be- 
fore, immediately escorted to the church, and the 
same ceremonies observed; with this diflference— our 

* clothes were not perfumed in the Asiatic manner^ 
as at Nombre de Dios, but, in lieu of it, the rector 
here was extravagantly profuse of highly-scented 
water: this is another new refinement. Mercy 
on us ! thought I, what pious vagary shall I see 
next ? I meant to have given you a description of 
the holy procession and so forth, but was obliged 
to attend father Hernandez to see the fall of Itu ; 
but which I found to be little more than what 
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they call a rapid ia £{orth America, It is a na« 
tural cascade, and forms a very beautiful and in* 
teresting scene tp those who have never beheld the 
bold majestic cataracts of the Niagara, or the ro* 
mantic waterfalls of the north of Scotland. 

l*hi^ rkpid, then, of Itu is nothing mo^-e; than a 
chain of rocks, which extends across from side to 
side of the river Parana:, the rocks rise in divisions, 
' and look like embrasures ; but instead of the 
mouths of cannon you are presented with large 
streams of water gushing down into a bed of hard 
gravel below, where wc saw five Indians ; tliree at 
the bottom of the fall, at a little distance from the 
foaming spray, pushing onwards a large boat laden 
with a variety of articles, which were tightly Se- 
cured within J while two other men stood in the 
water above the rocks pulling two ropes, that were 
fastened to the prow of the boat : and at ^ little di- 
stance beyond were four more, who by thein joint 
endeavours safely dragged the boat up the falL 
When they had her carefully lodged in the uppel? 
stream they rested a while, and then, hoisting th^ 
sail, proceeded on their way. The fall at the place 
where this manoeuvre was performed appeared to 
me to be about twelve feet perpendicular height ; 
but the centre part, wjuch somewhat resembles the 
horse-shoe of Niagara, must be considerably higher, 
^he Faifana is here very wide ; but Aot isp r^pid at 
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present as it i^ sometimes, t^hen swelled by rains i 
then I think the fall must bcf a very pleasing sight. 
A great many boats are at times hindered froni 
passing till the violence 6f the current is over : 
Aere were five ascended on the side we were 
on during our short stay, which did not exceed 
three hours. Our car beipg cohered with a very 
convenient awning, we enjoyed the scene alto- 
gether very much at Our easfe. This river, though 
deeper than either the Plata or tbe Uraguay, is 
much more secure, being ffce from the shoals of 
the one and the rocks of the other, except where 
the. falls are formed; and even there, to a person ac- 
customed ta navigate the stream, the passage is not 
dangerous. After we had sufficiently satisfied our 
Curiosity we returned to the presidency, where the 
commandant had prepared an entertainment for 
our superior's reception. His name is don Au* 
gusiine de la Cana: he is a Creole by birth, born at 
Assumption : he appears to be a man of sense aild 
ftierit, and would, I think, make a conspicubus fi- 
gure in a more active and elevated station. He 
received us with great politeness, and was ex* 
tremely anxious to make every thing agreeable to 
the good father ; pointing out several things a& 
Salutary remedies for his ||bmplaint, to be used 
during his stay at the baths, which he lamented 
\vere not so comfortable as they might be made 
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M^erc there more viiitors : but the very few that 
come^ and the short time they stay, hold out no 
Inducement to any pne to think of improving the 
situation. These, waters, in taste and quality, arc 
xnuch the same as ours at BristoUwells. Tlip 
spring was first discovered i^hoyt sixty. year$ agcv 
by father Esteyan Serbert, a Jesuit missionary, who 
caused it to be enclosed in a neat circular building 
of stone, tiled ; and planted a very pleasant grove of 
trees round the 3pot. 

The presidency was then in its infant state, and 
besides the. father, who knew the virtues of the 
spring, few or none for many years made use of it ; 
but it is now in more request. A pretty little Indian 
town has spread around it, with one very good house 
for the cadque, who entertains and lodges those who 
come here to try its efficacy. This man, who is of 
the tribe of Yaros, came to us one day dressed in - 
his habit of ceremony, and cut s6 grotesque an ap- 
|>earance that I prevailed upon him to stay while I 
took a rough sketch of his figure. To be sure he 
is a deformed ugly mortal, and I am a miserable 
limner : b\H you must excuse all faults ; it will 
serve to ^iye you an idea what kind of animals I am 
among. His shirt, or body-garment as J may call , 
it— for they wear nQ.u(flier-rwas of blue and white 
striped cotton, fastened round the waist by^a belt 
pf tiger skin ^ his cloak was indeed truly beautiful. 
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being composed entirely of feathers of the greatest 
variety of colours I ever beheld, and laid together 
so artfully as to resemble the most delicately 
painted satin : on his head, too, he had a kind of 
tap or crown made of the high tail-feathers of the 
peacock, pheasant, and some other bird I am un- 
acquainted with, but whose snowy plumage is 
far richer than that of the celebrated ostrich. He 
Nhad two bracelets on each arm, formed of round 
gold links about an inch in diameter, and the 
thickness of a crown-piece : buskins of woven 
grass, laced in front like half boots, completed his 
elegant attire : and in his hand he. carried a dart, 
such as is commonly used by the Indians, about 
three feet long,- with a sharp barb of iron at the 
smallest end. He is a very civil obliging crea- 
ture, and almost worships father Hernandez,^ whose 
.health, I am sorry to say, declines daily, and I much 
fear that neither the waters nor any other remedy 
can now restore him : the fright and hurt at Tiger 
creek were more than his advanced age and feeble 
constitution could support. I watch over him as 
though he were my father, and from my very soul 
wish 1 could devise any thing that would relieve 
him ; but, as the destroying maladji is more men- 
tal than corporeal, I doubt if an|ii mortal power 
can save him. Though he does not imagine the 
waters will be of any service to him, yet he means 
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to continue here the time he at first proposed ; and. 
he seems daily to repose fresh confidence in me. 
Should it please God to prolong his life, I hope b^ 
his means to visit most o£ ^e presidencies in this 
province, or else get permission to accompany one 
of the missions that is about to be dispatched to 
Chile, a country which is reported to be another 
Eden, and to see — which I must pass — the CordiU 
lera. Of these celebrated mountains I am con** 
stantly hearing the most strange and, I think, fa- 
bulous accounts ; but I trust before I quit this con- 
tinent, if death do not terminate my mortal career, 
m person to examine those stupendous works of 
nature, and likewise, if not too presuming, to de- 
scend into the bowels of the earth, and gradfy, if 
possible, my curiosity, by exploring the far-famed 
mines of Potosi. Adieu! Ever yours, whether 
above ground or b^iow, ^ 
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LETTER XXX. 



^U Mary and St. John^ JisJ. 1798. 

TifE good father Hernandez^ has 
this morning been hastily recalled to his presidency 
of Rioja Minor ; an Indian arrived about an hour 
since from the commandant, to request his imme«> 
diate return : the reasons for which he is not inform* 
ed of. This has alarmed and hurt him much. It is 
evident he feared ^ome ipiaterial change was about 
to take place before he came away ; for had I not 
very strongly urged the necessity of his trying 

something to dispel the melancholy that hung oveF 

» 

him he 4^ould not by any means have left his go* 
vernment. He is, however, iii tolerable spirits; 
and, though somewhat uneasy, appears more cheer- 
ful than I have seen him for some time past* 

Our car will bq ready in two hours : father 
Hernandez is engaged at present with Antonio 
Sistemas j and I sei:^e a few moments to write to 
you, lest any unforeseen event should occur to 
prevent my taking up the pen again so soon as I 
could wish. Some hints dropped by the Indian' 
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with XTehom I h;ive spoken seem to iildicate at 
much: but, in the words of Macbeth — 



Come what come may. 



Time and the hour run^ through the roughest day.'* *^ 

On my return to Rioja Minor I expect to find 
there a letter, with a remittance from don Manuel ; 
and soon, I trust, I shall be able to have my papers 
conveyed to JBuenos Ay res: for though I can hardly 
hope to. hear any thing respecting my friends ia 
Old England, i cannot help wishing for some ac* 
count of the European worl(l« God bless you ! 
Adifiui 
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LETTER XXXI. 



Rioja Mihbr, Mavck, ijr^S. 
iiY DEAR VRIEND^ 






\ Amid the tumak and confusioa 
whkh ^very-where reign around^ I am once morei 
allowed the liberty of spending a few hours alone,^ 
and ^halL sei^e. that opportunity to. address albr 
lines to you. In my last I informed you of' ohi. 
sudden recal from the baths of AriciiFe, which wc 
left in less than two hours after 1 had closed it« 
The fathers of the presidency appeared, by their 
countenances and manner, to dread the return of i 
my venerable friend to. this *place j but no words 
escaped them on the subject : a hasty leave was^ 
all that time would admit of ; ceremony of every 
kind was dispensed with ; and, by the direction of 
the Indian messenger, we reached the presidency 
of Nombre de Dios in far less time than I could 
have imagined possible. The community there 
Ivere in the utmost consternation : we found them 
at some distance from the college, waiting our 
arrival. Th^ tartane was in readiness, and every 
thing in it provided to hasten us on. Instead of 
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going to churck, w^^^ntered the boat; prayens 
were offered up on the shore for our safety, and^ 
we instantly set sail. Father Hernandez made not 
the smallest remark to me until we reached the 
island on the lake, at which we had stopped to 
dine on our way forwards \ when the same Indiaiis 
came to Hife shore, and assisted us to land. When 
we had quitted the tartane, the father took me by 
the arm, and leading me apart from our company, 
paused, and looked in my face for some moments 
with an expression I never shall forget : he thexi 
«d2pd my hand, and fervently pressing it, addressed 
me in Latin to nearly the following effect : '** My 
valued friend, die evil I have so long dreaded is 
now, I am certain, fast approaching. When we 
reach Rioja Minor I fear we shall find it not the 
•eat of peace, but anarchy and rebellion. There 
are many unquiet spirits in the presidency, which 
our worthy superior thought he had, by his mild^* 
tiess and humanity, composed to rest, and whom 
he vainly thought I was calculated to keep quiet ; 
but I had not been there above a week before I 
saw he had been deceived, and that it would be 
impossible for my weak endeavours to je-establish 
that order and unanimity which subsisted uninter* 
rupted until within these last three years. The 
brother who was superseded by the bishop was 
|)etter adapted to lead an army into the field chaa 
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to take charge of the flock^ of ^ (Christ. He pro- 
pagated teaet^ which all those m)t very firmly 
pounded in their faith readily embraced, llhesa 
misguided people began in a little time to .shew, in 
all their words and actions, tliat th^y regarded the 
innovations made by the crown as infi^gement^ 
oi their charter \ for as such they c4k^\^lL t](ie 
convention made between the .state of Spain and 
the first founders of the presidencies : and,l^eaded 
by their refractory pastor, they refused to comply 
with the orders received from the bishop of Buenos 
Ay res- — the principal of which was, that the military 
sent tbither. should be considered as a part of the 
;iuitive community, and that the whole should be 
subject to the commandant and major-general. 
They were in this disordered state whea father 
Pablo wjs sent to them. His arrival, the remov;|)i 
of the discontented brothers and their colleagues 
jn ojSice, produced a temporary calm, which has 
proved, as I feared, fallacious. Men with the 
temperaments of the Indians are not easily at- 
tached ; they may respect my yearSj but they will 
not, when bent on other measures, listen to my 
remonstrances. It requires a man of youth, energy, 
and vigour, to deal with such turbulent spirits. 
Father Michael, my companion, is far better cal- 
culated for this office than myself ; to him^ there* 
fore, I shall, as fkr as may be prudent^ delegate th$ 
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Authority placed iii my hands. I wish t could re-- | 

sigh it altbgethkr ; but thatl dare not : however/* I 

added the fither, *^'in whatever state I mav find 
affairs, 1 Have one most earnest request to make to 
you — which is, that you will abide by me until it 
shall ple^e the Almighty to call me hence j aa 
event wufch, I am sure, is not far distant. Be , 
cool and collected in every situation into ij^hich 
you may possibly be thrown, and remember it is \ 

my advice and wish that you do not think of ^ 

staying at our presidency after I am no more. 1 *■ 

have already written to father Pablo on the subject : 4 

he has power and influence to serve you ; follb^ ^ 

him to Chile. Pafaguay will nof afford you that ^ 

amusement you may expect in its neighbouring \ 

province ; but if you have a wish to know more ^^ 

f^articulars respecting it, I have desired my ve-^ 
nerable friend father Estevan, at St. Dominic*s con- 
vent, to furnish you v^ith all my observations made 
during the many years * of my youth I spent as a 
missionary among various nations. The state of 
affairs, both generally and individually, has since - j 

been greatly altered : but the country is sdli the 
same, as are the Planners of the natives ; and with 
respect to these two points my papers may afford 
you some useful information, and you will find iii 
them many circumstances related, and a few io^ 
structions added» which may serve to direct your 
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conduct f^faould it be ^our lot to continue under 
the Spanish government ; but remember it is my 
^earnest wish that you travel no further north. 
Time presses, or I would talk more with you upon 
this subject ; for when we reach Rioja Minor I 
fear we shall have but little time for friendly com* 
munication» My papers are all at St. J[)ominic ; 
doubt not but when you reach there they will be 
given to you for your perusal ; you may retain 
them until you leave Amerita ; in that case return 
them to father Pablo, if living ; if not, to the con- 
vent library.*' Father Hernandez was - about to 
ta^ something more, when the Indian messenger 
approached us, and said we must take advantage 
of the strong breeze which then blew, as it might 
probably ^^ /ay before we could reach the main 
land if we did not depart immediately. We had 
no reason to dispute what he said ; therefore 
hastened to the boat, took a slight refreshment of 
biscuit and fruit, and after giving the island Indians 
a trifling present for having expedited the mattress 
I ordered on my journey forward — and which I 
found had been sent to the presidency five days 
before — ^we pushed from shore, and continued to 
run very briskly before the wind for above four 
hours, when the well-known point of land ap- 
peared in view : in about an hour more we doubled 
it, and could distinguish the royal flag flying on 
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the steeple of the churc|i| ^and a smaller one at 
42very signal-pOst* This was, indeed, a convictioa 
that peace no longer reigned in the presidency j 
and as we approached nearer to the shore we 
perceived a large party of the military drawn up 
on the beach, the convent surrounded by a strong 
guard, aM. not one of the town Indians to be seen. I 

Father Hernandez sickened at the sight, and, . I 

throwing himself back on the seat of the boat, 
uttered a pious ejaculation in Latin, and burst into ; 

a passion of tears ; he could not speak^ but his 
looks betrayed the bitterness of Christian sorrow* 
The soldiers assisted us to land, and the teniente ^- 

mayor, or first lieutenant, received u$, instead of 
the commandant. Father Hernandez was obliged I 

to be bornjB in the arms of the attendants to the \ 

pionasteryv where, as soon as he was placed in a ^ 

chair, he fainted away. Two of the brothers we 
had left here, and three of the Indians belonging 
to the church, were all that came to our assistance. 

* ■ 

When my venerable friend was a little recovered 

he enquired for fathers Michael and Joseph, and 

was answered that they were in confinement, by 

order of the commandant ; but if he wished to see 

them they should immediately be sent for. Having 

replied in the affirmative, one of the Indians quitted ( 

the apartment, and in about a quarter of an hour 

returned with the prisoners,. guarded by a teniente 
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imd twelye men. 1 was obliged to inttfitogate 
them, for father Hernandez was incapable) and 
the result of my questions was, that three days 2lfter 
ture had left the ptesidency a latge band of roving 
Indians was discovered hovering about the town t 
the military were immediately apprised of it, and 
prepared to drive them back, which thef'cffectcd i 
but the next day, towards evenings they appeared 
again, though in fewer numbers j when fathers 
Michael and Joseph proposed to the commandant 
to go out and address them, as they both under« 
stood the language of the natives. To this 
2ulucta readily consented, and ordered them to 
endeavour to bring over to the presidency as many 
of the Indians as they possibly could. They ac* 
cordingly went, and staid with the strangers thci 
Ivhole of that day and the next } when they re» 
turned at night, bringing tvith them seven caciques^ 
who, they said, had a desire to be baptized, and 
then return to their tribes and persuade them all 
to embrace the Christian religion* In consequence 
of this declaration on the part of the fathers, these 
seven men were baptized, in the presence of the 
commandant, major-general, and pthers. A house 
was given them to inhabit, provisions sent from 
the stores for their subsistence, and every- attention 
paid to render their situation agreeable. For about 
k week they seemed greatly amused with all they 
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tkw arid heard^ • especially the church ceremonieii 
and music ; but oh the ninth morning they ex% 
pressed a wish to return to their people* Father 
Michael and several of the town Indians accom* 
panied them on their way ; and when they parted^, 
the chiefs Expressed great thankfulness for th^ 
blessings they said they had deceived, and promised 
to visit then! again soon. On the evening of the 
same day one of the straiiger Indians came to the 
town, and desired to be shewn to the commandant^ 
whom he wished to speak with in privatei His 
request was at first refused, but dn his urging it 
very strongly^ saying he had something of the 
first importahee'to communicate, he was admitted | 
when he informed don PoHcat-pd that it was the 
intention of his fellows who still retnained in the 
vicinity, headed by the seven caciqUes who had 
been baptized, to join a large body^ of the town 
Indians, who had eV6ry thing prepared for a ge^^^ 
neral insurrection^ fall upon the military as they 
went hi stniiual processibn for the diead, and de*^ 
stroy the whole^ seize upon the stores, take the 
presidency entirely to thfem^lves, and put to death 
every one that would not aid their measures. 

To this scheme fathers Michael and^ Joseph had 
given their consent, it bring the wish of the greatef 
part of the townspeople to render thetnselves in^ 

• • 

dip^ndent of the Spamsh 'government, af they didi 
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not like to have so many of their/ numbers drafted 
away, and sent they knew not whither ; neither did 
they choose to continue the payment of the annual 
tribute, as for a considerable time palst they had 
more than supported themiielves> and ^ no longer 
wanted any assistance from the crown. This 
Jong detail the Indian confirmed by some kind of 
token, which Policarpo has thought proper to keep 
secret : but, in consequence of his information, the 
two fathers were immediately put under,.»test, 
and a messenger dispatched to recahiather Her« 
nandez ; guards were placed by the commandant 
round the ^own, so that the whole was nearly sur- 
rounded with military ; several suspected persons 
were taken up and lodged in prison, and all that 
held any public situation were narrowly watched ) 
all business was suspended, and but fe\V of the 
inhabitants would venture out of their houses. 

Father Hernandez listened to the whole of this 
account with the greatest calmness ; and when it 
was concluded, turning to the Others, he conjured 
them, by the death of their blessed Redeemer, t^ 
answer whether the accusation against them wasj 
or was not, founded on fact$. r They seemed con- 
fojunded and alarmed ; but before: they could make 
any reply, the commandant was announced. He 
cQtered the hall with a stern and haughty air, aiatd 
a^vajoced with anger in his couatenaace towards . 
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our gobd sup^rior> who endeavoured to rise to 
deceive hirh^ but fell back again upon his chair* 
ZuluGta, without noticing the £odd man's illness, 
placed himself upon a seat beside him, and burst 
into a sti:ing of invectives against the conduct of 
the suspected fathers, whom, he said, it was his 
intentioii to send immediately under a strong 
guard tb Buenos Ayres, there to answer to the 
bishop for their proceedings, the profligacy o£ 
which he was but too well assured of. Father 
Hernandez endeavoured all he could to mollify the 
acrimony of the commandant, and to doubt the 
truth of the brothers being involved in the con- 
spiracy } and represented the necessity there was of 
investigating the whole affair upon the spot, before 
the bishop and major-general at Buenos Ayres 
were troubled with it. But the more this good 
man said to extenuate matters, the more irritated 
the commandan^t became ; and, in defiance of the 
solicitations and remonstrances of our superior, the 
two fathers were remanded back to their confine'* 
xnent, ai\d orders given fot the balsa to be pre- 
pared to convey them to Buenos Ayres* Neither 
were they permitted to say a word in their de^ 
fence> but were reconducted to the town prison 
by the guard which accompanied thecn to the 
convent. The commaxidant then rose to leave the 
hallj and addressing father Hernandez io, some- 
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what a gentler tone, said — ^ 1 attach no btame:t«f 
you, father, in this affair, th*refbrd consider yoursdif 
in the same light as on your arrival at the pre- 
sidency ; but let the few rdigious that reih^n, and 
are attached to your station^ remember that they 
are not, as in former times, to interfere in any 
thing that relates to civil or military afiairs ; let 
them look to their duties- in ecckisj^stical matters 
only, or the military shall take the sacred functions 
into their own handis, till orders shall be received 
to the contrary.* Having "said this, Tie slightly 
bowed, and departed. ^ 

Our venerable friend and father sat for some 
moments in his chair, motionless and silent ; and, as 
I gazed upon him, I doubted whether the unfeeling » 
PoKcarpo had npt put the final stroke to all his 
miseries : at length, the deep-drawn sigh and tear 
of inental anguish announced him still a suflferen 
I held him in my arms, and entreated him to take 
a cordial to raise his over-oppressed spirks. When 
his agitation had a little suRided, he compBedwith 
my request ; but its effects wer-e only momentary : 
he was obliged to be conveyfed to bed, when a 
fever came rapidly on, and, the weather b^itig 
excessively hot, before three the next morning- he 
was delirious.' I never left him for a moniem : he 
remained for three days insensible, though perfectly 
passive ; and I tried, with the assistance of on^L of 
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&e brothers who act^d as town physician, every 
remedy that my imagination could suggest to 
alleviate his disorder, but in vain : the skill of 
mortals was of no. avail, for the angel of death 
was waiting to conduct his spotless soul to regions 
of eternal happiness. ' About nine in th^ mprninjf 
of the fourth day he dropped into a slumber^ froaT 
which he awaked apparently relieved. He knew 
me, and extending his feeble hands to clasp mine^ 
tried to articulate some sentences, but nature was 
too much exhausted. I knelt beside him, but could 
only distinguish the wprds — • Buenos Ayres — go^ 
-^and the holy Virgin — ' His voice failed him, 
and he made a sign to have the extreme unction 
administered. I gave hito to understand that he 
had already received it : a vfaint smile beamed 
upon his countenance. — My friend, that smile was 
ftiore than mortal ; and never, never while I live, 
^ill it be forgot by me, — ^He then pressed ,my 
hand to his lips ; and, with a feeble sigh, his 
righteous spirit took its flight for ever. 

To describe to you what I felt at that painful 
moment ^ would be impossible : that God who 
knows the secret feelings of every human heart, 
can witness how unfeigned my sorrow was. 

The death of this excellent man was immediately 
notified to the commandant : the news, it seems, 
a&ected him ; and, for once, I should hope his 



S7S 



LETTERS FROM PARAGUAY. 



heart smote him for the unfeeling manner in vrhick 
he had treiated the aged and pious Hernandez. 

I followed the remains of my second lather to 
the grave, to which it was consigned with all the 
respect his piety and virtues demanded. When the 
earth closed him from my sight for ever, I felt as 
though my heart was rent m twain, and thought 
the better half of me was buried : I wept like a 
child. And even now I at times start from my chair, 
and run to the apartment where I was used to sit 
and read to him ; and there, in a kind of stupor, 
look aroimd in hopes to see his placid smile, or 
hear the sound of his revered voice. Your feeling 
hearts^ my friend, can pardon mine this weakness^ 

Adieu ! 
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LETTER XXXII. 



Rtqja Minor, March, t^QS. 
MY D£AR FRIEND, 

I MUST now, as well as I am able, 
give you a short account of the scenes I have been 
engaged in since the death of my lamented friend, 
who, I bless God, did not live to be a partaker in 
them^ I think I wrote you, tlhat father Michael 
and father Joseph were placed in confinement, until 
the balsa should be ready to convey them to 
Buenos Ayres. I was so much taken up with the 
illness and death of our good pastor, that I never 
even bestowed a thought upon these men until the 
^morning after the funeral, when I sent to the 
commandant to request that I might be permitted 
to return with the prisoners to the convent of St. 
Dominic, if they were not already sent off ; for 
not a single person had opened his lips to me on . 
that or any other subject, save the death of the 
superior, whom every one lamented. The answer 
I received from don Policarpo was, * That he 
ahould consider of my request ; and in the mean 
time desired. I would keep myself quiet with the 
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Other two brothers in the monastery/ round which 
1 found the guard was still stationed. This answer 
of the commandant's somewhat surprised me ; -and 
about the middle of the day after that on which 
it was sent to me, I was sitting in the apartment 
formerly occupied by the venerable Hernandez, 
reflecting on my situation, and wondering for what 
new vicissitudes I was reserved, when I was roused 
from my jeverje by the loud confused din of an 
approaching multitude. Presently ^ signal gun was 
fired, the drums beat to arms, and the piercing 
war-shout of the Indians burst upon my ears. I 
Sprung in terror from my seat, and ran to the 
window^ but it only commanded a view of the 
convent garden. I was therefore hastily returning 
to the door when it flew open, and the friendly 
Indian vwho made my secret box for me rushed 
into the room, followed by about twenty of the 
town Indians. ' Come with me, father Mathias,* 
said he — for that is ray religious title — * for with 
us you will be safe.' * What is the matter ?* cried 
I ; ' what does all this mean ?' * Father Michael 
and father Joseph,* returned he, * Jiave been rescued 
from the balsas by some tribes of the wild Charuas : 
they have joined the town Indian?, who have 
risen in a body and are now surrounding every 
Spaniard's house ; but I will preserve you.' Saying 
this, he threw part of a tiger's skin across my 
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ihoulders, and pulled me after him out of th^ 
monastery, and towards the strand. All we pas( 
v^s tumult, horror, and confusion ; the military 
Were flying in all directions, pursued by the Charuas 
armed with long barbed darts, which they sent 
through the air with amazing celerity. Th^ 
townsmen had taken possession of the signal post, 
ttorehouse, and arsenal, and being at the hour of 
siesta, all the Spaniards had been taken unprepared* 
This was the revolt which had been so long 
dreaded, and which the commandant too securely 
thought he had effectually circumvented through 
the intelligence received from the Indian. But this 
pretended confession, it now appears, was only a 
deep-laid scheme to deceive the commandant ; the 
conspirators had foreseen the consequences, an4 
provided accordingly. I perceived, as I passed 
along from the monastery to the water, that all 
who had not the whole or part of a tiger's skin 
upon their shoulders were immediately sacrificed 
either by the town Indians, who wore this symbol, 
OT by theXharuas, who had theirs tied about their 
w^sts as their common, and indeed only, covering, 
^hen I reached the strand, the first objects I 
beheld were the dead bodies of the commandant 
and major-general, pierced in every part with dart$ 
and arrows. I have since learnt they dragged th^ 
former from his b^d, and massacred him ; his wif$ 
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and £^tnily Were killed in much the same mannier ; 
and so sadden and unexpected was the blow, thaft 
)iot a single ' destined victim . had escaped, l^y 
friendly Indian I found had provided a piece of 
tiger^s skin for nie even before I returned with 
father Hernandez j but so very se9?et wcjre the 
conspirators that, although he reposed the greatest! 
Confidence in me, he would not venture to give 
me the token, or drop any hint concerning it, until 
he saw his friends had entered th^ town, and 
iecured the principal characters, he then hastened 
to the convent to protect me. When the Indians 
jpointed out to me the mangled body of the un- 
fortunate Zulucta, the horror in my countenantc 
became, I am certain, too visible not to be notice 
by my conductor, who turned to his companions, 
and said he would take me to his friends at the 
town-house. Thither I was immediately hurried, 
amidst the shrieks of the vanquished, and the cries 
of the women and children, who vainly endea- 
voured to save from the uplifted weapon, a father, 
a husband, or a brother. The unsubdued Indians 
set no limits to their fury; but wreaked their 
vengeance indiscriminately, without sparing either 
age or sex. The tumult of my mind can be better 
imagined than described as I passed over the 
bleeding bodies of those who, in a moment of fatal 
security, had fallen by the hands of these merciless 
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beings. When we came to the public hall, I found 
a vast number of the town. Ixidians keeping goard 
over some of the military whom they had takda 
prisoners without wounding them^ but how they 
were to be disposed of I could not learn. When 
I entered, my friendly Indian introduced me to a 
relation of his, who held the post of teniente, 
saying to him — * This is my friend, and no 
Spaniard, he must be protected/ He then handed 
me within a rail of bamboo that parted the room, 
and hastily quitted the place. The other imme* 
diately presented me some wine and biscuit— meat 
and drink are the first offering of Indian friendship 
—and i was constrained to partake of them, lest by 
a refrisal 1 should offend ; but never did a morsel 
pass my lips with so much repugnance, not even 
my commons of mutton while at college. The 
tumult without now appeared to increase, but not 
a single gun was fired : I therefore concluded that 
all the mischief was done by darts and arrows. At 
length the sounds began to die away, and a^ night 
approached, silence came with it. The hall, how- 
ever, where I still remained was soon filled with 
the town Indians and the chiefs of the wild tribe, 
to all of whom I was presented. They looked at 
me with a mixture of surprise and admiration ; 
this was owing to the colour of my skin ; they had 
never seen any man so white before. God know^^ 
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I tjegardcd them in ^ much less, favourable lighl 
than they appeared to consider me. . Most of them 
were covered with blood and dirtj they were 
strong muscular men, with a sivage feroqity of 
countenance that made me shudder, though I am 
not apt to be frightened at any one : but a scene 
like this was entirely new to me^ and I trust I 
shall never in my life witness such another. The 
whojie of the night was spent by the Indians in 
consultation j but as they conversed in the Charuan 
language, which I was entirely unacquainted with, 
I cannot pretend to say what was the result. 

in the morning father Michael and father Joseph 
entered, to whom the Indians paid great respect ;. 
they came to me,' enquired after my health, and 
said they hoped I w^s not alarmed at what had 
happened. 1 hardly know what answer I made 
them J but they replied I was perfectly right in 
remaining passive, and I might then return to the 
convent in safety with them, for order was every- 
where restored. I thanked them, and enquired 
whether it was their intention to remain here, or 
return to Buenos Ay res. They replied, 4o remain, 
as they were among friends whom they could trust 
as they needed no superiors ; and if I chose to 
continue at the convent, I should find np difference 
between my past and future situad«>n, unless that 
I should enjoy unlimited liberty, provided I would 
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feke an oath to abide by the rules they were about 
• to adopt for the government of the community, I 

* • 

again thiaaiked them for their friendly offers, but -^ 

Slaid if they would permit me to return to Buenos' 

Ayres I should esteerti n^yself most sensibly obliged 

tb them, as it had been the wish of the good father 

tiernandez that I should do so, with a view of 

gaining permission* to accompany father Pablo to ■ 

Chile. They paused on what I said, and at last ^ ,4 

observed, that^ as they knew I was an English , 

prisoner, they thought I could not do better thaa 

stay with them ; however they would consider of ' ! 

my proposal, and let me know the result, t , ' ; 

was then conducted back tb the monastery. A^ i 

t passed I found the bodies of the slain had beeii 

removed.; but how they had been disposed of 

nobody would tell me, nor could I get any one ? 

for several days to hold any conversation with me t ' 

iio forms of religion were observed, nor \yas t 

oncef summoned to attend mass. From some dis- 

• • • . , 

tourse, however, which passed between those whd 

came in and out at my meals, I gathered that near ^ 

twelve hundred of the military and town Indians 

had fallen in the conflict. This loss was to be ' 

supplied by the Charuas, who meant to enroll 

themselves amoii^ Iflie liberated townsmen, as they 

wiere termed. On the sixth day in the evening, ^ 

Jat^er Michael came to me, and apologised for not 
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seeing me before, saying, that the many material 
things he had had to arrange alone prevented him* 
He • then entered into a long dissertation on the 
necessity the town Indians had been under of 
adopting the decisive measures they had pursued, 
to obtain that liberty the statue' of Spain had so 
long deprived them of, and which it was their 
firm determination to secure againsjt whatever steps 
the crown might Have recourse to, to prevent 
them ; for although they respected the laws, they 
Were not disposed to abide by any but those they 
themselves should frame : their oppressors had 
reigned long enough, and they were resolved to 
enjoy their native freedom, or perish in the at- 
tempt. I endeavoured to reason with him on his 
mistaken conduct, and shew. how wrong it was 
for a servant of God to take up the sword, and 
by his arguments and example to lead a large body 
of men into error : but I soon found he had the 
better. side of the question; his arguments were 
founded on facts so evident, that I was at last 
obliged to acquiesce in all he said. He then 
urgently pressed me to become a member of the 
community, offering to pledge his life that I should 
be safe in every change that might take place ; and 
if I desired it at a future peri^jl^. he would take 
care to have me safely convey ed»ta England. But, 
I steadily refused his offers, and alleged the re« 
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quest of father Hernandez as; the most cogent 
ti^aspn for my conduct, adding, that it wa$ the 
first wish of my heart to visit Chile. , He paid a 
deference to the opinion of bis late excellent 
superior; but said he doubted much if, when I 
had passed the Cordillera, I should find the presi- 
dencies much more composed than the 9ne I was. 
ibout to leave : however, since I waa detern^ed 
to quit them', he would do all, in his power to 
accommodate me ; the balsas which annually 
convey the articles of barter from the settlement 
to the, capital were then preparing, and I should 
depart in one o^ them^ He said he had taken 
care that no tell-tales should be trusted on board ^ 
and he should exact this much of me, that I would 
remain concealed in the balsa upon its arrival at 
the harbour de las Conchas on the Plata until the 
Indians had finished their business ; when, as soon 
as they had taken on board the lading they were 
to bring back to the presidency, they should sail 
about a league or two up the river on their return, 
when I should be put on shore, and from thence I 
must get to Buenos Ayres in the best manner I 
could. * This,' added father Michael, * is all I can 
do for you j when you reach the city you may 
relate as much ai you think proper of what ha$ 
been acted here, for before any force can come 
against us we shall be prepared to r^^eive them.' 
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I asked him if he had no ftits of ixk attack Scotti 
any of the neighbouring presidencies. He said 
none, for they were provided against all events. 
Our discourse lasted a long while, and we parted 
very sincere friends for aught I know to the con- 
trary } he had convinced me of the rectitude of his 
conduct^ and promised to inform me of every par- 
ticular circumstance that might occur by means or 
^n Indian friend he had at Buenos Ayres, • for as 
to a friend among his own countrymen, he never 
totertained an idea of finding any thing of the kind. 
Thus we parted, and I went to prepare for my 
departure, and write this much to you. I go from 
hence early to-morrow ; my next, I hope. Will be 
dated from my old habitation, the convent of St. 
1[)ominic. Adieu! 
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' Convent of St. DomuUe, 

Bucno9 AyrcSf May, ^79^ 

MY DEAR FRIENI^, 

Thank Heaven, I am once more . 
safely lodged in this mansion of peace, and,> truth 
compels me to confess^ heartily tired of my ad* 
veiftures in the wilds of Paraguay. God of my 
fathers, how weak and erring is the mind of man !^ 
The fairest object on which his leyery hope and 
wish' was eeaitred when viewed in the perspective 
oiily, and hard to be obtained, if thy indulgent 
hand yield it to his grasp how little does he feel 
the folly of anticipation ! Every promised pleasure ' 
fades in the moment of possession, and with 
enjoyment brings dis^sfacdon and disgust. 

Fashioti, O thou almighty 'Ruler of the universe'! 
my future fortunes as best shall please thy heavenly 
wisdom. Henceforth, my friend, I form no more 
vain wishes : experience has taught me resignation ; 
and tolhe latent hour of my life, however long I 
'labour through this world of disappointment and 
deception, still ^hall this conviction be my guide — 
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That what Omnipotence decrees, man must acknoiv^ 
ledge right. 

^My voyage from Rioja Minoi^ was far more 

tedious than wHeaX'tiavelled tirith' the good father 

Hcrtiandez, whose death is here universally la^ 

mented. As we slowly passed*the ruined presidency 

at Tiger creek, t could not restrain the tear of 

affectionate regret, which flowed from the remem- 

brance that it wais there that venerable man re- 

^ceived the wound which ultimately proved the final 

,end of all his sorrows. Every object that I beheld 

and recollected served but to recall him more 

, forcibly to my mind; and the uninteresting con- 

. iversation of my companions was by no means cal- 
culated to dispel such melancholy thoughts. We 

. met with no adventures to enliven our passage ; 

, the Indians hunted for their suppers unmolested j 

nor did any troop of friendly natives* appear upon 

the banks of the. river to amuse us with their 

♦antics — all around seemed to mouri^ in silence 

with me for the friend and father I had lost. 

When we reached the harbour de las Conchas, 
I , was obliged, in compliance , with the orders of 
father Michael, to keep close concealed in the 
apartment of the balsa until the Indians had com- 
pleted their business of barter with the ag/snts,, 

. who came for that purpose from Buenp^ Ayres* 
In five days all was concluded, an4 on the si&th 



tbey r€sturrt^:;up thq.riv^r.^ ,Whpn they hadxfw^d 
^ibiout two leagues fropi the l^arbour, they stopped 
JO put me on shore : my baggsfge wa? all contakiaj 
in a little, leathern caravan; and^' with many ex- 
pressions of esteem and regret on jheir parts, they 
left me. T|ii?n, with piy treasure on my back, ^ 
patiently plodded on foot my way back to. Rio las ^ 
fJonchasj where I fortunately met. with a Jeyt 
merchant, who was one of those that had trafEcke(| 
with my departed frjpnds : he was going back in s^ 
part laden with purchases to Buenos Ayres, an4 
readily agreed to give me a lift. Qn our way he 
was yery inquisitiye ?is to my business, and where 
I had been '; but I pretty well evaded his questions : 
^mdontbe following (svenjng, about seven o'clock, 
he set me down at the gate of St. Dominic's con- 
vent. IVfy appearance, and the accounts I brought 
with me, have thrown not only the comraunit/, but 
the governpfient, intQ consternation : all i& bustle 
juid hurry to get tropps sent off to bring back the 
insurgents tp their .duty, though their place of desti- 
nation is qoncealed froni the public. How they will 
sugceed, Qqd only i^nows : 1 cannot say that my 
good wishf* go with them ; I have seen too much 
of the other si4^f ft the picture. Silence is enjoined 
me upder t^e severest, penalty ; and not even doji 
Manuel must I make acquainted with what has 
parsed. I have been upon this business twice to 



$9^ isttim mm parajsvat; 

l9ie gcnremor, and three tmies^ to the IMsHojp; ^Iflio 
has been so kmd as to give me hi» promise th»t I 
sbaft be sent to &ther PaMo as sdon as- they receive 
pitel%ence of his arrival ^t St. Fago. I h&v« 
dJtpericnced ^ very cordial wefcome from atl mjf 
oW ftiends in this city, who say they are very 
hippy to sec me returned, and I really believev 
t^Ottld be much more so could I be prevailed on 
to disclose my adventures. 

AH my letters, I find,~haviB been sent to you, 
aird by a means which leads me to- hope jhey will 
reach you in safety. I found in don ManueP^ 
. hands a remitcance from N^w York, which came 
very opportuiiely. I have made my accustomed 
offering to these holy fathers, and, in the hope of 
being sent to ChrJi, have been rather more liberal 
than usual. The bishop informed me th^t he ha4 
received a letter from father Hernandez — ^written 
as he xyas about to depart for the baths of Ariciffe 
— respecting me. His reverence was pleased to 
say he honoured and esteemed that worthy manj^ 
and for his sake should make a point of obliging 
me. The present superior of this convent, too, 
had likewise been written to by my hmeftted friend j 
and, according to his request, I have been favoured 
with all his papers. These will occupy iall my 
leisure hours; and, as there is no time fixed for 
my returning them unril I leave America, I shall 
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transcribe many of them for your perusal^ and out 
of the whole I hope to^be able to IForm a concise 
history of the many missions he was engaged ia 
for near twenty-five years. As this will engross 
most of my time while I ani waiting for news 
from St. lago, you will not perhaps receive another 
letter from me while in this city. Trouble not 
yourself about the probable consequences of my 
wanderings : I have no fears, 

'* For God is ever present, ever felt — 
In the wide waste, as in the city, full.** 

His almighty band, I . trust, will guide, succour, 
and preserve, your sincere friend, in every region 
and in every climate. 
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